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CIRCULARS  AND  PRICE  LISTS. 

How  to  Distribute  them  to  the  Drug-trade. 
Many  of  the  best  advertisers  in  the  drug-trade  have  endorsed  our 
view  that  it  is  more  effective  as  well  as  cheaper  to  distribute 
circulars  and  price-lists  stitched  up  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  than  sending  them  singly  by  post.  We  make  such 
insets  in  the  G.  &  D.  notable  by  the  fact  that  we  only  receive 
them  twice  a  year  for  distribution,  and  we  ensure  that  they  get 
into  the  hands  of  the  right  people.  We  would  advise  those  who 
think  of  having  an  inset  in  our  Summer  number  (July  27,  1901) 
to  write  to  our  Publisher  for  particulars.  He  will  also  give 
assistance  in  designing  or  arranging  insets. 


A  New  Book. 

We  have  reprinted  our  Diary  monograph,  "  Opening  a  Pharmacy  " 
in  book  form,  uniform  as  to  binding  with  the  '  Art  of  Dispensing." 
The  price  is  Is.  net,  or  Is.  Id.  post  free.  It  is  a  most  useful  book 
for  those  who  contemplate  starting  in  business  as  chemists  and 
druggists. 


Summary. 


Bogus  Orders  are  now  being  presented  to  some  London 
wholesalers,  and  there  is  need  for  all  warehousemen  to  be  on  the 
watch.  We  give  particulars  and  a  facsimile  of  an  order  on 
p.  985. 

Several  trade  outings  are  reported  on  p.  984. 

The  King  has  been  awarded  the  Albert  Medal  by  the  Society 
of  Arts  (p.  978). 

Professor  Dewar's  latest  achievements  with  liquid  hydrogen 
are  reported  on  p.  989. 

Colour-reactions  for  opium  alkaloids  are  apt  to  be  ridiculous. 
Instances  are  given  on  p.  989. 

The  Dublin  Impersonation  Case  has  terminated  in  the 
acquittal  of  the  accused  "  coach  "  (p.  981). 

Mr.  William  Hay,  the  Hull  chemist  and  druggist  who  intro- 
duced soluble  essence  of  ginger,  is  dead  (p.  988). 

The  Names  of  the  pharmacists  who  have  just  obtained  the 
Spectacle-makers'  Company's  diploma  are  given  on  p.  978, 

The  Names  of  the  persons  who  have  competed  for  the  seats 
on  the  North  British  Branch  Executive  are  given  on  p.  982. 

Safrol  is  now  distilled  from  oil  of  camphor  in  a  laboratory  at 
Kobe,  which  has  been  established  by  the  Japanese  Government 
(p.  1004). 

Mr.  J.  H.  Harrison,  the  Privy  Council  clerk  who  is  on  the 
Poisons  Schedule  Committee,  is  referred  to  by  "Xrayser"  in  his 
notes  (p.  991). 

Horses'  Hoofs  need  careful  looking-after  during  summer 
weather.  M.R.C.V.S.  tells  chemists  what  they  can  do  in  the 
matter  (p.  987). 

Gregory's  Powder  made  with  magnesium  carbonate  has  been 
the  means  of  getting  Taylors'  Drug  Company  heavily  fined  in 
Holloway  (p.  997). 

Gum  Tragacanth  has  been  investigated  by  Mr.  C.  O.  Sullivan, 
F.R.S.,  the  well-known  carbohydrates  chemist.  The  results  will 
be  found  on  p.  999. 

The  Aberdeen  analysts'  case  is  now  attracting  the  attention  of 
Parliament,  and  the  analyst  has  views  as  to  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  (p.  982). 

A  Man  has  died  at  Youghal  through  an  overdose  of  Fellows's 
syrup.  The  Coroner's  jury  demanded  greater  restriction  on  the 
sale  of  such  poisons  (p.  981). 

June  is  the  month  of  roses,  and  the  show  at  Kew  is  exception- 
ally fine  this  summer.  We  have  culled  a  few  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  cannot  get  there  (p.  986). 

A  Materia- medica  Bureau  is  proposed  in  the  United  States, 
substantially  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  uniformity  in  the 
strength  of  medicinal  remedies  (p.  994). 

Quinine  is  lower  in  secondhands.  Insect-flowers  are  advancing, 
opium  is  dearer  in  Smyrna,  and  copper  sulphate  has  declined. 
Business  in  most  quarters  is  poor  (p.  l005). 

The  Presidential  Decoration  Levee  is  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Fred  Reynold's  sketch  on  p.  990.  It  contains  about  forty  por- 
traits, and  a  dedication  hymn  is  appended  to  it. 

The  Chemists'  Managers'  Association  of  Great  Britain 
was  inaugurated  on  Wednesday  evening  with  a  smoking-concert 
in  the  historic  Tooley  Street.    Particulars  on  p.  980. 

A  Stowmarket  Chemist  has  been  fined  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act  for  the  sale,  by  an  assistant,  of  vermin-killer  to  an  unknown 
person  (p.  997).    We  discuss  the  law  of  the  matter  on  p.  992. 

Mr.  H.  Thorne,  a  Tunbridge  Wells  assistant,  has  died  of 
plague  at  Hong-Kong,  and  Mr.  D.  C.  Robertson  (formerly  in 
Galashiels)  of  black-water  fever  in  the  Congo  Free  State  (p.  988). 

A  West  Kilbride  man  who  has  been  trading  as  a  chemist 
has  had  to  pay  11.  10s.,  and  21.  costs,  for  three  distinct  infringe- 
ments of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  with  the  alternative  of  nine  days' 
imprisonment  (p.  997). 

The  Three  Patients  who  died  suddenly  at  Burntwood 
Asylum  had  received  sleeping-draughts  of  concentrated  solution 
of  chloral  instead  of  the  diluted  mixture.  The  error  was  com- 
mitted by  the  senior  medical  assistant  (p.  979). 

A  Glasgow  doctor's  shopkeeper  has  been  fined  under  the 
Pharmacy  Act  for  selling  poison.  The  Sheriff  referred  in  con- 
demnatory terms  to  such  evasions  of  the  Act  (p.  997).  The 
doctors  in  St.  Mungo's  city  are  slightly  less  indignant  at  the 
General  Medical  Council  (p.  983). 
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Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  oi  news  interesting 
the  trad*  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

We  understand  that  no  fewer  than  130  applications  have 
been  received  for  the  post  of  dispenser  and  secretary  of  the 
Exeter  Dispensary. 

Mr.  Alfred  Livesey,  chemist  and  druggist,  Tenby,  has  been 
appointed  dispenser  to  the  Pembroke  Imperial  Yeomanry, 
now  in  camp  at  Holloway,  near  Tenby. 

The  Dartford  Urban  District  Council  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Messrs.  Middleton  Brothers,  of  St.  George's  Street' 
E.,  for  a  supply  of  disinfectants. 

At  Boxford  Petty  Sessions  on  June  14,  Herbert  Cleveland 
was  fined  31.  3s.  and  11.  10s.  2d.  costs  for  describing  himself 
as  a  veterinary  surgeon,  he  not  being  registered. 

At  Leicester  on  June  13,  a  shopkeeper  named  Beeby  was 
fined  5s.  each  on  two  summonses  for  falsely  applying  to 
bottles  of  herb-beer  the  registered  trade-marks  of  other 
firms. 

The  Timothy  White  Company  and  Mr.  A.  Millidge,  chemist 
and  druggist,  47  High  Street,  Newport  (Isle  of  Wight),  have 
been  appointed  chemists  to  the  Isle  of  Wight  Board  of 
Guardians. 

The  Barnstaple  Board  of  Guardians  has  decided  to  supply 
quinine,  cod-liver  oil,  and  trusses  to  the  poor  direct,  but  the 
medical  officers  will  supply  all  other  medicines,  drugs,  and 
appliances  out  of  their  salaries. 

An  old  man  named  Dyson  was  remanded  at  Hitchin  on 
June  11  on  a  charge  of  stealing  a  quantity  of  notepaper,  of 
the  value  of  2d.,  the  property  of  Messrs.  W.  Ransom  &  Son, 
manufacturing  pharmaceutical  chemists,  Hitchin. 

Two  boys,  named  Pinfold  and  Bowers  respectively,  were 
bound  over  at  the  West  Riding  Sessions  on  June  10  for 
breaking  into  the  shop  of  Mr.  Welburn,  druggist,  Birken- 
shaw,  and  stealing  a  pair  of  forceps  and  five  tablets  of  soap. 

Fifty  fully-paid-up  shares  of  11.  each  in  Boots  Cash 
Chemists  (Eastern)  (Limited)  were  offered  at  Lincoln  on 
June  14,  but  were  passed  at  43s.  each.  Fifty  6-per-cent. 
11.  preference  shares  in  the  same  company  failed  to  elicit 
a  bid. 

At  Bradford  County  Court  on  June  14,  Abraham  Wolff, 
Bradford,  obtained  judgment  against  Henry  Fowler,  drug- 
store proprietor  and  aerated-water  manufacturer,  Market 
Place,  Pickering,  for  19Z.  due  on  a  promissory  note  signed  by 
the  defendant. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on 
June  18,  it  was  agreed,  on  the  application  of  the  trustees, 
to  consent  to  the  erection  of  a  laboratory,  house,  and  other 
buildings  at  the  Physic  Garden,  Chelsea,  at  less  than  the 
prescribed  distance  from  the  roadway. 

At  Southwark  Police  Court  on  June  14,  Messrs.  F.  Schutze 
&  Co.,  druggists'  sundriesmen,  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  were 
fined  40*.  and  40s.  costs  for  employing  a  girl  of  school  age. 
Defendants  said  they  had  been  misled  as  to  the  girl's  age, 
and  the  Magistrate  acquitted  Messrs.  Schutze  of  any  moral 
delinquency,  but  said  they  must  guard  themselves  by  a  cer- 
tificate in  every  instance. 

The  President  and  Council  of  the  Society  of  Arts  attended 
at  Marlborough  House  on  Friday,  June  14,  and  presented 
the  King  with  the  Albert  medal  of  the  Society,  awarded 
in  recognition  of  the  aid  rendered  by  his  Majesty  to  arts, 
manufactures,  and  commerce  during  thirty-eight  years' 
presidency  of  the  Society  of  Arts,  in  connection  with  im- 
portant exhibitions  in  this  country. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medway  Board  of  Guardians  on 
June  12,  a  heated  discussion  took  place  in  the  course  of 
which  Mr.  Lamb,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Chatham,  one  of 
the  Guardians,  accused  the  Rev.  G.  S.  Hitchcock,  another 
Guardian,  of  being  devoid  of  principle.    Mr.  Lamb  not  only 


declined  to  withdraw  the  expression,  but  repeated  it,  where- 
upon Mr.  Hitchcock  struck  him  in  the  face  with  his  fist  "  to 
the  effusion  of  blood." 

Messrs.  Clarke,  Nicholls  &  Coombs,  having  refused  to  give 
the  authorities  particulars  of  the  incomes  of  their  employes 
under  a  profit-sharing  scheme,  their  assessment  was  largely 
increased.  They  refused  to  pay,  and  the  authorities  there- 
upon seized  some  goods,  and  the  first  lot — a  ton  of  sugar — 
on  being  put  up  to  auction  on  June  17  was  bought  in  for 
9721.  14s.  (the  amount  of  the  tax  claimed)  by  Messrs.  Clarke, 
Nicholls  &  Coombs,  who  took  that  course  as  a  protest  against 
the  action  of  the  authorities. 

Fighting  the  Mosquito. 

On  June  15  Major  Ronald  Ross,  F.R.S.,  of  the  Liverpool 
School  of  Tropical  Medicine,  and  Dr.  Logan  Taylor,  Assistant 
Professor  of  Pathology  in  Glasgow  University,  sailed  from 
Liverpool  for  Sierra  Leone.  These  gentlemen  form  part  of  the 
fifth  malarial  expedition  despatched  to  West  Africa  by  the 
Liverpool  School  of  Tropical  Medicine.  The  other  members 
will  follow  a  fortnight  hence,  and  will  include  special 
representatives  of  the  India  Office.  The  expedition  will  be 
absent  at  least  six  months,  and  efforts  will  be  made  to  rid  a 
certain  area  of  the  malaria  mosquito,  and  if  successful 
other  districts  will  be  attacked.  For  this  purpose  they 
take  out  a  large  quantity  of  petroleum-creosote  and  cement, 
the  former  for  use  in  the  breeding-pools  and  marshes,  and 
the  latter  among  rocks.  Mr.  A.  L.  Jones,  Chairman  of  the 
School,  and  many  West  African  merchants  and  interested 
scientists,  gave  Major  Ross  and  Dr.  Taylor  a  hearty  send-off. 

The  Spectacle-makers'  Examination. 

There  were  twenty-two  candidates  at  the  May  examina- 
tion of  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company  who  succeeded  in 
satisfying  the  examiners,  amongst  them  being  the  following 
chemists  :  Mr.  W.  M.  Alexander,  Kelso,  N.B. ;  Mr.  G.  Davies, 
26  Dartmouth  Road,  Forest  Hill,  S.E. ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Marsh 
(pharmaceutical  chemist),  180  New  Bond  Street,  W. ;  Mr.  W. 
Roberts,  Pontlottyn,  Glam. ;  Mr.  R.  Robson,  1  Dunelm 
Terrace,  Sandal,  Wakefield ;  Mr.  M.  Smith  (pharmaceutical 
chemist),  Kidderminster  ;  Mr.  E.  H.  Tugwell  (pharmaceutical 
chemist),  6  Lewisham  Road,  Greenwich,  S.E. ;  and  Mr.  J.  B. 
Wilson,  95  High  Street,  Dorking.  The  next  examination  will 
be  held  in  November. 

Strabismic  Scholars. 
In  response  to  Sir  John  Brunner's  offer  to  provide  spectacles 
for  all  the  school-children  in  the  Northwich  division  who 
are  afflicted  with  squint  eyes,  eighty  scholars  in  Runcorn 
alone  appeared  for  medical  examination  at  Granville  Board 
School,  Runcorn,  on  June  15.  A  specialist  sent  by  Sir  John 
examined  the  children,  and  spectacles  will  follow. 

London  Grocers  and  the  B.P. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Metropolitan  Grocers' 
Association  held  last  week,  a  report  was  read  from  the 
Oilmen's  Committee,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  committee 
had  considered  the  sale  of  such  articles  as  crushed  linseed, 
camphorated  oil,  spirit  of  nitre,  and  other  articles  where  a 
standard  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  was  set  up  as  to  their 
quality,  and  the  committee  recommended  that  the  members 
of  the  Association  be  urged  to  attach  a  label  to  all  such  goods, 
stating  that  these  goods  were  not  guaranteed  to  be  of  the 
constituent  parts  nor  of  the  strength  laid  down  in  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia.    The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Exeter  Association  of  Chemists  and  Druggists. 

At  the  Royal  Albert  Memorial  Museum,  Exeter,  on  June  13, 
a  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  under  the  presidency 
of  Mr.  E.  Lemmon,  there  being  a  representative  attendance. 
Mr.  Tickle,  the  new  city  analyst,  having  been  elected  an 
honorary  member,  the  question  of  Sunday  attendance  was 
again  discussed  at  some  length,  and  it  was  unanimously 
resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  P.  F.  Rowsell,  seconded  by 
Mr.  T.  O.  Milton  (Vice-President),  to  take  steps  to  carry  into 
effect  forthwith  a  resolution  passed  on  December  8  last,  re- 
stricting the  hours  of  attendance  as  follows :  Until  10.30  A  M. ; 
from  1  to  2.30  p.m.  ;  and  after  6  p.m.  It  was  arranged  that  one 
member  should  be  on  duty  throughout  the  day  to  attend  to 
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urgent  cases,  and  that  notices  should  be  affixed  to  the 
establishments  informing  the  public  of  the  hours  of 
attendance,  and  pointing  out  that  prescriptions  or  orders 
would  be  attended  to  during  the  hours  named.  It  was  also 
decided  to  communicate  with  the  doctors  asking  them  to 
facilitate  the  carrying  out  of  the  arrangement.  The  Vice- 
President  said  that  since  the  subject  was  last  discussed  he 
had  fixed  the  hours  of  attendance  in  accordance  with  the 
arrangement  decided  on,  and  he  had  found  it  an  unqualified 
success.  He  had  also  spoken  to  many  medical  men,  and 
they  had  expressed  their  willingness  to  assist  in  the  matter. 
The  President,  Vice-President,  Messrs.  J.  Hinton  Lake  and 
G.  Stocker  were  appointed  a  sub-committee  to  carry  the 
resolution  into  effect.  The  President  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  which  had  been  appointed  by  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire,  Lord  President  of  the  Council,  to  consider  the 
amendment  of  the  first  schedule  annexed  to  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
1868,  and  said  he  thought  that  the  Association  could  with  con- 
fidence leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council. 

Doctors  Dispensing. 

The  adjourned  inquest  on  the  bodies  of  the  three  patients 
of  the  Burntwood  Asylum,  who  died  from  the  effects  of  an 
overdose  of  chloral,  was  held  on  June  13.  The  jury  first 
inspected  the  surgery,  where  Dr.  Spence,  the  Medical 
Superintendent,  and  Dr.  Farquharson  showed  the  position  of 
the  two  bottles  whose  similarity  had  caused  the  mistake. 
The  bottles  were  similar  in  appearance,  being  of  a  light- 
blue  tint,  and  bearing  labels  exactly  alike.  Dr.  Spence 
said  he  made  a  post-mortem  examination  of  the  three 
bodies.  There  were  no  characteristic  post-mortem  symptoms, 
but  he  found  nothing  inconsistent  with  death  having  been 
caused  by  chloral-poisoning.  The  ordinary  sleeping-draughts 
contain  from  10  to  40  gr.  of  chloral  and  from  15  to  20  gr. 
of  bromide  of  potassium,  and  he  had  made  it  a  rule  that 
every  draught  should  be  administered  in  a  separate  bottle. 
There  were  three  keys  of  the  surgery.  He  kept  one  him- 
self, the  assistant  medical  officer  had  the  others.  The 
poisons  were  kept  in  a  cupboard,  to  which  entrance  was 
gained  by  a  similar  number  of  keys.  Dr.  Farquharson,  who 
was  senior  assistant,  was  responsible  for  the  dispensing  of 
the  whole  of  the  medicines  on  the  female  side.  He  had 
been  in  the  institution  about  eleven  years,  and  witness  had 
every  confidence  in  him.  The  rule  that  where  no  dispenser 
was  appointed  one  of  the  medical  assistants  should  have 
charge  was  carried  out  absolutely.  He  did  not  think  they 
required  a  dispenser  there.  Councillor  Thompson  (who  was 
present  on  behalf  of  the  Burton  Board  of  Guardians)  :  Had 
there  been  a  fully  qualified  dispenser,  it  is  improbable  that 
this  accident  would  have  happened.  Witness :  I  do  not 
think  so.  In  answer  to  other  questions,  Dr.  Spence  said  it 
was  intended  that  the  draughts  should  contain  30  gr.  of 
chloral  and  40  gr.  of  bromide  of  potassium,  but  if,  as  con- 
jectured, the  concentrated  solution  of  chloral  was  used,  they 
each  contained  240  gr.  of  that  drug.  Dr.  Farquharson,  in 
his  evidence,  said  all  bottles  requiring  to  be  refilled  with 
medicine  were  placed  by  the  head  nurse  in  a  slide,  and  he 
took  them  out,  knowing  by  the  labels,  which  were  dated, 
what  was  required.  To  the  best  of  his  recollection  he  had 
taken  a  bottle  from  the  cupboard  containing  poison,  know- 
ing by  a  glance  at  the  labels  what  bottles  he  required.  He 
placed  it  on  the  bench  in  front  of  him,  together  with  the 
(  bottle  containing  the  diluted  chloral,  which  he  had  also  to 
use.  He  had  to  use  the  concentrated  chloral  for  the 
purpose  of  dispensing  a  16-oz.  mixture.  He  left  the  surgery 
for  a  few  minutes  before  finishing  his  work,  and  on  returning 
must  have  picked  up  the  wrong  bottle.  It  would  be  better 
if  a  little  colouring  were  placed  in  the  poisonous  chemicals, 
or  the  bottles  coloured  to  distinguish  them.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  to  the  effect  that  the  deaths  were  caused 
by  misadventure,  and  added  a  rider  recommending  that  the 
bottles  or  the  contents  should  be  coloured  differently  so  as 
to  distinguish  them. 

Notes  from  Birmingham. 

Messrs.  Boots  (Limited)  have  invaded  Coventry,  having 
purchased  large  premises  which  they  are  fitting  up  to  supply 
drugs,  stationery,  books,  toilet-requisites,  and  the  like. 

Chemists  who  publish  a  price-list  are  seldom  inaccurate 
in  their  nomenclature,  but  a  local  list  issued  this  week  con- 


tains such  expressions  as  "  Ferri  posph  co,"  "  Hydrag 
gubchlor,"  "  Lapactic  "  and  "  Suprasenal  capsule." 

Messrs.  Bellamy  &  Wakefield  have  returned  to  their  Easy 
Row  establishment  which  has  been  rebuilt.  The  fittings 
were  supplied  by  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool.  A 
peculiar  feature  of  the  shop  is  that  it  has  two  basements, 
one  below  the  ordinary  cellar,  which  has  abundance  of  light. 

The  summer  is  advancing,  and  the  outing  once  indulged  in 
by  local  pharmacists  still  hangs  fire.  Why  cannot  it  be 
revived  1  A  meeting  of  the  local  Council  was  called  for 
Wednesday  to  elect  its  officers,  but  whether  the  outing  was 
mentioned  has  not  yet  been  divulged.  It  is  hoped  the 
leading  spirits  will  move  in  the  matter. 

The  first  Degree  ceremony  is  to  be  held  at  the  Town  Hall  on 
July  6,  when  the  'Varsity  men  in  academical  procession  will 
provide  a  novel  sight  for  Birmingham  citizens.  Professor 
Heath  and  Mr.  Registrar  Morley  have  made  a  special  visit  to 
the  Manchester  University  to  make  themselves  conversant 
with  the  etiquette  and  ceremonial  at  such  functions. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  University,  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  City  Council  asking  for  an  annual  grant  equal  to  \d. 
rate  (5,000?.),  quoted  as  precedents  the  Nottingham  Corpora- 
tion, which  contributed  7,380?.  a  year  to  its  college,  Sheffield 
6,000?.,  Leeds  1,500?.,  Manchester  1,100?.,  and  Liverpool, 
besides  a  grant  of  land  (30,000?.),  made  an  annual  grant  of 
1,800?.  Without  comment  the  letter  was  entered  on  the 
minutes  and  referred  to  the  General  Purposes  Committee  to 
report. 

Mr.  John  Barclay  having  consented  to  accept  the  presi- 
dency of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association  for 
another  year,  was  unanimously  elected  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Council  held  on  Wednesday  afternoon  at  the  Birmingham 
University.  Mr.  G.  H.  Brent  will  continue  his  valuable 
services  as  Secretary,  and  the  other  officers  appointed  are : — 
Vice-Presidents,  Messrs.  F.  H.  Alcock  and  A.  W.  Gerrard  ; 
Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  Gerrard ;  Hon.  Librarian,  Mr.  A.  W. 
Southall ;  Hon.  Auditors,  Messrs.  T.  Chase  and  A.  Black- 
bourne. 

Fires. 

A  fire  broke  out  on  June  11  in  the  laboratory  of  Mr. 
Richard  Dormer,  analytical  chemist,  Dale  Street,  Garston, 
but  the  flames  were  quickly  extinguished  before  much 
damage  was  done. 

The  Chiswick  Soap  Company  inform  us  that  the  fire  which 
occurred  on  their  premises  on  June  8  was  not  of  a  serious 
description,  and  was  entirely  confined  to  the  building  in 
which  it  originated.  Although  the  loss  of  stock  was  con- 
siderable, all  orders  are  receiving  prompt  attention. 

Wants  a  Separation. 

Annie  Wilson  applied  to  the  Preston  Magistrates  on 
June  11  for  a  separation  order  from  her  husband,  Edwin 
Wilson,  whom  she  described  as  a  chemist,  formerly  in  business 
in  Church  Street.  He  had  not  worked  for  twelve  months, 
she  said,  but  spent  his  time  in  betting.  A  solicitor  who  ap- 
peared for  Wilson  said  he  (the  defendant)  had  been  duped 
by  the  Guardian  Society  of  England  when  he  left  the  shop 
in  Church  Street,  and  was  eventually  oSered  by  the  Society 
a  shop  at  Frizinghall,  near  Bradford,  as  a  "  sop."  He  had 
done  the  best  he  could  to  get  a  situation,  but  had  not  been 
successful.    The  case  was  adjourned. 

A  Dog  Poisoned. 

At  Hitchin  on  June  11,  a  gamekeeper,  named  Catlin,  was 
charged  with  poisoning  a  dog  belonging  to  a  farm  foreman, 
named  Izzard.  The  evidence  of  the  complainant,  his  wife, 
and  his  daughter  was  to  the  effect  that  while  driving  along 
the  road  in  a  dogcart  the  dog  ran  into  a  field,  and  Catlin 
threw  something  to  it  which  it  ate  on  coming  back  to  the 
road.  The  dog  died  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after- 
wards, and  Mr.  A.  E.  Ekins,  the  county  analyst,  deposed  to 
finding  strychnine  in  the  stomach  in  sufficient  quantity  to 
cause  the  dog's  death.  The  defendant  said  it  was  a  case  of 
■listaken  identity,  and  brought  witnesses  to  prove  that  he 
had  not  been  in  the  field  mentioned  at  the  time  the  alleged 
poisoning  took  place.  In  the  end  the  defendant  was  con 
I  victed,  and  a  fine  of  51.,  including  costs,  imposed. 
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Condal-water  and  the  General  Election. 

In  the  course  of  the  examination  of  Mr.  Norris  before  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  and  a  special  jury  in  the  libel  action 
brought  by  him  against  the  publishers  of  the  Morning 
Leader  last  week,  Mr.  Norris  stated  that  he  had  sent  out 
preliminary  samples  and  had  only  received  one  complaint 
that  a  sample  had  not  been  received.  Thereupon  this  con- 
versation took  place : — 

Mr.  Odgers  :  You  sent  a  bottle  to  each  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1895  ? 
Witness :  Yes. 

Mr.  Odgers  :  And  the  result  was  a  general  election  ?  (Laughter.) 
The  Judge :  It  had  what  Mr.  Isaacs  would  call  disastrous 
results. 

Mr.  Odgers :  I  may  say,  my  Lord,  that  there  was  a  Conservative 
majority.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Norris  added  that  he  had  no  desire  to  "  pouch "  the 
35,000?.,  which  was  the  purchase-price  paid  in  shares  by  the  new 
company  to  the  old  one  for  the  Condal-water  concession  which 
had  been  granted  by  the  owner  of  the  springs  in  Spain.  The 
result  of  the  transaction  was  that  the  old  company  got  5,000?. 
and  witness  30,000?.  gross  in  shares.  He  and  his  family  got  about 
15,000?.  net  in  shares. 

.  The  Judge :  What  harm  could  it  do  you  to  say  that  you  had  not 
sent  a  sample  bottle  ? 

Witness  :  It  makes  me  out  to  be  a  liar. 

The  Judge  :  You  do  not  like  the  word  "  pouching  "  ? 

Witness  :  I  do  not. 

The  Judge  :  That  is  a  fair  observation.  But  the  real  point  is 
that  you  did  not  have  the  whole  35,000?. 

A  Mysterious  Poisoning. 

At  an  adjourned  inquest  held  at  Irthlingborough,  on 
June  14,  on  the  body  of  a  young  servant-girl  named  Wilson 
the  evidence  showed  that  the  girl  was  found  lying  in 
convulsions  in  the  brewhouse  on  her  employer's  premises. 
She  died  the  same  night  and  the  medical  testimony  showed 
that  the  symptoms  were  consistent  with  strychnine  poisoning, 
but  the  girl  strongly  denied  having  taken  any  poison  and 
rothing  poisonous  could  be  found  on  the  premises.  Amongst 
those  who  gave  evidence  was  Mr.  John  Thomas  Davy, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Irthlingborough,  who  was  called  to 
see  deceased  and  suspecting  poison  gave  her  a  bromide 
draught.  Mr.  Davy  deposed  that  he  had  neither  sold  to 
deceased  any  poison  nor  anything  containing  a  poison.  It 
was  impossible  for  any  of  the  public  to  get  at  the  poisons  in 
his  shop.  The  solution  of  strychnine  was  kept  in  a  cupboard 
at  the  back  and  the  vermin-killer  in  a  drawer  under  the 
counter.  He  was  the  only  chemist  in  Irthlingborough. 
Deceased's  employer  (a  farm  bailiff)  said  the  only  poison  he 
kept  in  the  house  was  arsenical  soap  for  preserving  skins. 
John  Hutt,  apprentice  to  Mr.  Davy  spoke  to  selling  deceased 
twopennyworth  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre.  The  girl  did  not  go 
near  the  poison- cupboard  or  the  drawer  where  the  vermin- 
killer  was  kept.  Dr.  Stevenson,  the  Home  Office  analyst, 
said  in  the  contents  of  the  stomach  he  had  found  i  gr.  of 
strychnine,  and  the  viscera  also  contained  a  minute  quantity 
of  strychriine.  There  was  no  doubt  but  that  strychnine 
poisoning  was  the  cause  of  death.  Owing  to  the  mystery 
surrounding  the  source  of  the  poison  the  inquest  has  been 
again  adjourned  for  further  inquiries. 

A  Headache-powder  Agent. 

At  Blackburn  on  June  13,  John  Gettins,  described  as  a 
commercial  traveller,  was  charged  with  obtaining  by  false 
pretences  from  Frank  Perrins,  Birmingham,  sixty-six  gross  of 
"  Bed  Cross "  headache-powders,  of  the  total  value  of 
13?.  5s.  Mr.  Perrins  deposed  that  he  advertised  for 
agents  for  the  powders,  and  one  of  the  answers  to  the 
advertisements  was  a  letter  signed  "Coupe  &  Gettins, 
Blackburn."  The  outcome  of  the  negotiations  was  that 
Coupe  &  Gettins  were  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the 
powders  in  the  Blackburn  district.  Altogether  sixty-six  gross 
of  the  powders  were  consigned  to  them  at  Blackburn, 
Blackpool,  and  Chorley.  The  prisoner  called  on  Mr. 
Perrins  at  Birmingham,  and  represented  himself  to  be 
"  John  Thomas,"  traveller,  formerly  in  the  employ  of  Coupe 
&  Gettins,  who,  he  alleged,  had  defrauded  him.  They  had 
sent  him  away  for  a  week,  he  said,  and  on  his  return  he 
found  their  shop  shut  up.  He  asked  prosecutor  to  appoint 
him  agent  for  the  Bolton  district.     Mr.  Perrins  then  took 


out  warrants  for  the  arrest  of  Coupe  &  Gettins,  and  one  of 
the  persons  arrested  turned  out  to  be  "John  Thomas." 
Prisoner  was  committed  for  trial  at  the  sessions. 

Cricket  Reports. 

Metropolitan  College  v.  London  College.  —This  match  was 
played  at  Nunhead  on  June  15,  and  the  Metre's  won  by 
48  runs.  Scores  :  Metre's,  95  ;  London,  47.  Bartlett  for 
the  losing  team  made  25,  and  Harrod  and  Lacey  batted  well 
for  the  winners. 

Allen  &  Hanburys'  "  Offioe  "  played  the  "Remainder  of 
the  Firm "  at  Wadham  Lodge  on  June  15,  before  a  fairly 
large  company  of  friends.  The  "  Office  "  proved  victorious, 
and  scored  95,  the  "  Remainder's "  effort  realising  only 
68  runs. 

Boots  (Limited)  C.C.  (Sheffield)  v.  Tramways  C.C.— Played 
on  June  13  at  Sheffield,  and  resulted  in  a  win  for  the  former 
team  by  29  runs.  Scores  :  Boots  (Limited),  79  ;  Sheffield 
Tramways,  50.  Flinders  took  six  wickets  for  33  runs  for  the 
winners,  and  Paddon  (34)  and  Royston  (17)  batted  well. 

League  Matches. — Two  matches  were  played  last  week, 
resulting  as  follows: — Wellcome  C.C.  v.  Howards  &  Sons 
CO.,  at  Bowes  Park.  Scores:  Wellcome,  135  for  eight 
wickets  ;  Howards  &  Sons,  17.  For  the  winners  Gordon- 
Cowen  (50),  Hookham  (27),  and  Lane  (21)  batted  well ;  and 
Gordon-Cowen  took  six  wickets  for  10  runs,  and  Purton  three 
for  10. — Kindrug  C.C.  (Dakin  Brothers)  v.  Burgoyne  Bur- 
bidges'  C.C  resulted  in  a  win  for  the  former  by  16  runs, 
the  scores  being  respectively  81  and  65.  Bailey  (21), 
Gleave  (20),  and  G.  Burling  (19  not  out)  for  the  winners, 
and  Riley  (28)  and  Martin  (18),  were  the  principal  run- 
getters. 

An  Alleged  Dishonest  Lover. 

Henry  James  Cray  (26),  described  as  a  chemist's  assistant, 
of  Sherlock  Road,  Lower  Clapton,  was  charged  at  North 
London  Police  Court  on  June  19  with  stealing  a  purse  and 
3?.  15s.  2,\d.  from  Ada  Hawkins,  a  laundress.  The  prose- 
cutrix, a  nice-looking  girl,  about  20  years  of  age,  said  that 
on  the  evening  of  May  7  last  the  prisoner  accosted  her  at 
Stamford  Hill,  and  invited  her  to  go  for  a  walk.  She  went 
with  him,  and,  when  subsequently  missing  her  purse,  felt  it 
must  be  he  who  had  it.  Mr.  Fordham :  I  suppose  he  em- 
braced you,  and  thus  got  access  to  your  pocket.  The  prose- 
cutrix :  Yes.  The  prisoner  denied  the  charge,  but  admitted 
that  he  had  been  in  trouble  before.    He  was  remanded. 

"  TJnitas  Portitudo," 

is  the  motto  of  the  Chemists'  Managers'  Association  of  Great 
Britain,  which  is  the  baby  of  the  pharmaceutical  world, 
and  its  advent  was  celebrated  by  "  a  grand  smoking- concert " 
in  the  Pillar  Hall  of  the  Tower  Bridge  Hotel,  Tooley  Street, 
S.E.,  on  Wednesday  evening,  June  19.  The  hour  of  gather- 
ing was  7 — rather  early  for  men  of  such  importance  as 
chemists'  managers — and  it  was  about  8  o'clock  before  Mr. 
A.  C.  Wootton  took  the  chair.  Over  eighty  attended,  and 
the  gathering  was  hearty  from  beginning  to  end,  the  toast 
of  "The  King"  making  the  start.  The  music  was  good  on 
the  whole,  Miss  May  Eustace's  songs  being  especially  appre- 
ciated. The  "  talent "  was  mainly  pharmaceutical.  In 
proposing  "  The  Chemists'  Managers'  Association,"  the  Chair- 
man said  he  was  until  that  evening  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
aspirations  of  the  Association,  but  from  what  he  had 
learnt  in  the  course  of  conversation  with  the  promoters  of  the 
gathering,  he  thought  the  objects  they  desired  to  attain  were 
praiseworthy  and  perfectly  legitimate.  The  aims  and  objects 
of  the  Association  were  explained  by  its  Treasurer,  Mr.  G. 
Cullwick,  who  replied  to  the  toast.  It  will  receive  into 
membership  only  registered  chemists,  and  the  annual  sub- 
scription will  be  5s.  It  is  proposed  to  do  what  is  possible 
to  get  shop-hours  shortened  and  salaries  lengthened,  without, 
however,  coercing  employers  or  going  on  strike.  An  endea- 
will  be  made  to  relieve  members  "  out  of  a  crib  through  no 
fault  of  their  own,"  and,  in  the  spirit  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
insurance  will  be  encouraged.  Should  a  few  hundred 
eligible  and  earnest  persons  join  the  affair,  an  attempt  will 
be  made  to  influence  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  identify 
itself  more  closely  with  the  retail  trade :  so  Mr.  Cullwick 
said.  The  Association  was  started  a  few  weeks  ago,  with 
Mr.  Cullwick  as  Treasurer  and  Mr.  Alexander  Gordon  as 
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Secretary.  At  present  it  is  somewhat  in  the  position  of 
Kipling's  "  Bobs,"  but  over  400  tickets  for  the  concert  were 
sold,  and  the  knights  of  the  road  are  doing  what  they  can 
for  it.  The  "  head  offices "  are  at  the  hotel  mentioned, 
just  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tower  Bridge.  We  daresay 
more  of  the  Association  will  be  heard  after  the  holiday- 
season. 

The  "Week's  Poisonings. 

Since  our  last  report  sixteen  fatalities  from  poisoning  have 
been  recorded,  two  of  which  were  due  to  the  unscheduled 
poisons  acetate  of  lead  and  liquid  ammonia.  The  prevalence 
of  mortality  from  overdoses  of  chloral  in  the  form  of  sleep- 
ing-draughts is  noticeable.  Besides  the  dispensing-error  at 
Bruntwood  Asylum,  mentioned  elsewhere,  a  Fylde  architect 
named  Jemson  drank  the  entire  contents  of  a  bottle  con- 
taining four  doses  of  chloral,  given  him  by  his  medical 
man;  and  a  Leicester  accountant,  Mr.  Thomas 
Lewin,  died  from  a  similar  mishap.  In  the  latter 
case  the  evidence  of  Mr.  John  West,  chemist, 
Market  Street,  was  to  the  effect  that  he  had  supplied 
deceased  with  mixtures  containing  10  gr.  of  chloral  and 
15  gr.  of  bromide  of  ammonium  to  each  dose.  He  appears 
to  have  taken  several  doses  at  once.  In  all,  chloral  was 
responsible  for  five  deaths ;  laudanum  two ;  strychnine, 
oxalic  acid,  and  "  an  irritant  poison  "  one  each  ;  and  carbolic 
acid  four,  three  of  which  were  misadventures.  At  an 
inquest  held  at  Peckham  on  the  body  of  a  woman  who 
drank  carbolic  acid  in  the  place  of  medicine  the 
two  bottles  containing  the  poison  and  the  medi- 
cine respectively  were  produced,  and  were  very  much 
alike  in  appearance.  The  carbolic-acid  container  bore  a 
label  "  Two  tablespoonfuls  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day," 
over  which  had  been  written  "  Carbolic  acid  "  in  blue  pencil. 
Several  jurymen  wanted  to  know  why  there  was  no  poison- 
label  on  the  bottle,  and  why  it  had  not  been  sold  in  a  poison- 
bottle,  but  it  was  explained  that  the  poison  was  purchased 
before  the  carbolic  regulations  came  into  force.  Four 
attempts  at  suicide  failed,  precipitate  powder,  rat-poison, 
salt  of  lemon,  and  morphia  being  tried  respectively. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Fire. 

Messrs.  Connor  &  Sons'  pharmacy,  Mill  Street,  Newry,  was 
the  scene  of  a  slight  fire  last  week,  caused  by  a  lighted 
match  falling  on  some  inflammable  substance. 

Government  Chemist  Wanted. 

Mr.  William  Field,  M.P.,  Dublin,  is  moving  the  authorities 
to  appoint  a  Government  analyst  and  chemist  for  service  in 
Ireland.  He  has  already  approached  the  Chief  Secretary  on 
the  subject,  and  intends  to  revert  to  the  matter  in  the  House 
of  Commons. 

Drug-list  Revision. 

The  Wexford  Poor-law  Guardians  have  asked  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  add  to  the  official  list  of  drugs  a 
number  of  medicines,  &c,  at  present  outside  those  prescribed. 
The  Board  reply  that  due  consideration  will  be  given  to  the 
request  when  the  time  comes  to  revise  the  list. 

Poison-laying. 

A  farmer  named  Ounlisk  was  on  June  14,  at  the  Sligo 
Quarter  Sessions,  awarded  101.  damages  for  the  malicious 
poisoning  of  seven  cows.  The  poisons — arsenic  and  white 
lead— were  scattered  in  different  parts  of  a  field  where  the 
cattle  were  grazing.  The  County  Court  Judge  condemned 
the  laxity  of  those  responsible  for  supplying  the  poison  in 
such  large  quantities. 

Objects  to  Dust 

Dr.  J.  C.  McWalter,  M.P.S.I.,  proprietor  of  the  Leonards 
pharmacies,  Dublin,  has  taken  the  Corporation  severely  to 
task  for  causing  the  city  to  be  enveloped  daily  in  clouds  of 
dust,  "  laden  with  myriads  of  millions  of  tubercle  bacilli," 


the  result  of  which  is,  he  asserts,  to  manufacture  consump- 
tives wholesale.  Shopkeepers  are  allowed  to  sweep  their 
refuse  into  the  streets  under  a  new  arrangement,  and  it  is  to 
this  uncleanly  practice  that  Dr.  McWalter  takes  exception. 

Election  Sequel. 

Sir  James  H.  Haslett,  chemist  and  druggist,  Belfast,  was 
last  week  a  defendant  in  the  Recorder's  Court  in  an  action 
brought  against  him  by  an  election-agent,  who  claimed 
3^.  10*.  for  services  rendered  as  defendant's  representative  at 
a  recent  by-election,  and  for  work  done  as  a  canvasser  at 
defendant's  request.  Sir  James  pointed  out  that  parlia- 
mentary work  of  the  kind  done  by  plaintiff  was  invariably 
performed  by  volunteers.  He  denied  ever  having  promised 
money  to  the  plaintiff.  The  case  was  dismissed  on  its 
merits. 

The  Dublin  Personation  Case. 

The  case  of  the  King  v.  Joseph  Haddock  came  up  for 
judgment  of  the  Court  for  Crown  Cases  Reserved  in  Dublin 
on  June  18.  The  defendant,  a  coach,  was  convicted  by  a 
jury  of  having  personated  two  students,  named  Robert  F. 
Cooper  and  Alex.  Flyffee,  at  a  preliminary  examination  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  on  March  4,  1900,  but  Mr. 
Justice  Kenny,  who  heard  the  case,  reserved  the  following 
questions : — (1)  Did  the  evidence  disclose  any  criminal 
offence  known  to  the  law  1  (2)  Was  the  evidence  sufficient 
to  sustain  the  verdict '.'  (3)  Did  the  Judge  rightly  direct 
the  jury  ?  The  Lord  Chief  Justice,  who  delivered  the 
judgment  of  the  Court,  held  that  the  proofs  were  defective, 
and  quashed  the  conviction. 

Aerated-water  Bottles. 

In  the  case  in  which  three  Limerick  traders  were  charged 
with  using  other  traders'  embossed  aerated-water  bottles  for 
waters  of  their  own  manufacture,  and  which  came  up  to 
the  Court  for  Crown  Cases  Reserved  from  County  Court 
Judge  Adams,  it  was  understood  that,  as  the  question  had 
been  pretty  freely  argued  a  month  ago,  their  Lordships 
would  give  judgment  on  the  next  appearance  of  the  matter 
in  the  Law  List.  However,  on  Tuesday,  June  18,  the  Judges 
forming  the  Court  for  Crown  Cases  Reserved  sat  in  Nisi 
Prius  Court  (No.  1),  Four  Courts,  Dublin,  when  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  (Lord  O'Brien)  announced  that  in  the  case  of 
the  King  v.  McErithby,  the  King  v.  Conway,  and  the  King 
v.  Cross,  the  whole  matter  would  have  to  be  reargued.  This 
shows  that  great  importance  is  attached  by  their  Lordships 
to  the  point  at  issue. 

The  Sale  of  Poison. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  June  11  at  Youghal  into  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Browne,  who 
was  found  dead  in  bed  on  the  previous  Monday  morning. 
Dr.  Twomey,  who  was  called  to  deceased,  said  the  body  ex- 
hibited signs  of  strychnine-poisoning,  and  he  found  a  bottle 
of  Fellows's  syrup.  According  to  the  label  Fellows's  syrup 
contains  Jj  gr.  strychnine,  so  that  2  oz.  would  be  fatal.  The 
Coroner  was  informed  by  the  head  constable  that  the  syrup 
is  not  in  the  first  part  of  the  poison  schedule,  and  said  it  is 
a  dangerous  practice  to  have  medicines  like  this  sold  with- 
out more  precautions.  He  did  not  think  the  sale  was  sur- 
rounded with  the  proper  safeguards  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  human  life.  All  the  precaution  needed  is 
that  it  be  labelled  "  Poison,"  but  one  would  have  to  look 
very  closely  at  the  bottle  before  he  could  distinguish  the 
word  "  poison."  He  understood  it  is  printed  on  the  outside 
of  the  cover.  There  is  all  the  greater  necessity  for  care 
with  those  kinds  of  medicine  intended  for  people  suffering 
from  nervous  weaknesses,  and  who  might  not  be  in  full  pos- 
session of  their  faculties.  The  verdict  brought  in  was  that 
deceased  died  from  an  overdose  of  a  patent  medicine  called 
"  Fellows's  syrup  of  hypophosphites,"  taken  accidentally, 
and  the  jury  added,  "  We  deplore  and  condemn  the  practice 
of  selling  drugs  containing  poison  without  proper  medical 
control  and  authority." 

Drug-contract. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  the  Carlow 
District  Asylum  the  tender  of  Mr.  C.  S.  Tyran,  M.P.S.I.,  for 
the  supply  of  medicines,  at  10  per  cent,  under  the  L.G.B 
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list  of  prices,  was  accepted,  and  also  for  the  snpply  of 
medical  and  surgical  appliances  at  7J  per  cent,  under  the 
list. 

Boyle  Drugs  are  Pure. 

At  last  week's  meeting  of  the  Boyle  Board  of  Guardians — 
Mr.  Jasper  Tully,  M.P.,  in  the  chair — Sir  Charles  Cameron's 
report  on  his  analyses  of  the  drugs  supplied  to  the  Boyle 
Dispensary  and  to  the  Boyle  Workhouse  were  read,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  all  the  drugs  were  up  to  the  standard. 
The  Clerk  remarked  that  that  was  the  best  report  which  had 
yet  been  received.  The  Chairman  said  that  Mr.  Boyers,  the 
new  contractor,  had  done  well,  and  from  the  analyst's 
)  eport  it  was  clear  that  the  local  man  could  beat  the  Dublin 
man. 

The  following  are  the  reports  : — 

Boyle  Dispensary  Drugs. 

Syrup  of  Ferrous  Iodide. — Sp.gr.,  1'37;  contains  81  grammes  of 
iodine  per  100  c.c.  Correct. 

Spirit  of  Pepperment. — Sp.  gi\,  0  838 ;  absolute  alcohol  by 
volume,  0'81  per  cent.,  equal  to  90  per  cent,  spirit  of  90-per-cent. 
alcohol ;  oil  of  peppermint,  10  per  cent.  Correct. 

Compound  Tincture  of  Gentian. — Sp.  gr.,  0'958 ;  extract,  4'9 
grammes  per  100  c.c. ;  absolute  alcohol  by  volume,  43'2  per  cent., 
equal  to  96  per  cent,  spirit  of  45-per  cent,  alcohol.  A  very  good 
tincture. 

Boyle  Workhouse  Drugs. 

Compound  Tincture  of  Camphor. — Sp.  gr.,  0  916  ;  extract,  0  6 
gramme  per  100  c.c. ;  absolute  alcohol  by  volume,  58  2  per  cent., 
equal  to  97  per  cent,  spirit  of  60-per-cent.  alcohol ;  benzoic  acid, 
oil  of  aniseed,  and  opium  are  present  as  prescribed.  Correct. 

Turpentine.— Sp.  gr.,  0  908.  Pure. 

Compound  Tincture  of  Benzoin. — Sp.  gr.,  0  900  ;  extract,  16 
grammes  per  100  c.c. ;  absolute  alcohol  by  volume,  81  per  cent., 
equal  to  90  per  cent,  spirit  of  90-per-cent.  alcohol.  Correct. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — Sp.  gr.,  0  930.    Pure  and  free  from  acidity. 


Scotcb  IFlews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


A  Medicine-mistake. 

A  salmon-fisher  named  Peter  McCrae,  of  Kincardine 
O'Neill,  drank  a  quantity  of  liquid  ammonia  in  mistake  for 
medicine  on  June  13,  and  died  in  the  Aberdeen  Royal 
Infirmary  next  day. 

A  Prize-winner. 

At  a  cyclists'  fancy-dress  parade  held  in  Edinburgh  on 
June  18,  to  aid  the  war  funds,  Mr.  E.  O.  Rowland,  an 
assistant  with  Mr.  J.  C.  Pottage,  homoeopathic  chemist, 
Princes  Street,  Edinburgh,  obtained  a  prize  for  his  get-up  as 
a  Red  Indian  in  war-paint. 

Business  Changes. 
Mr.  Thomas  Lumsden,  chemist,  Linlithgow,  has  disposed 
of  his  business  at  143  Gilmore  Place,  Edinburgh,  to  Mr.  A.  H. 
Stewart,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mr.  John  Greig,  chemist  and  druggist,  lately  with  Messrs. 
Oswald  Robertson  &  Co.,  pharmaceutical  chemists,  Bridge 
of  Allan,  has  acquired  Mr.  W.  J.  Campbell's  business  at 
236  Hilltown,  Dundee.    [Corrected  notice.] 

The  partnership  existing  between  Messrs.  Allan  &  McLaren, 
chemists,  Dysart  and  Pathhead,  has  been  dissolved  by  the 
retiral  of  Mr.  H.  W.  F.  Allan.  The  businesses  will  be  carried 
on  by  Mr.  J.  B.  McLaren,  chemist  and  druggist,  on  his  own 
behalf,  along  with  the  business  in  Glebe  Street,  Kirkcaldy, 
which  he  has  purchased  from  Mr.  Allan. 

They  Did  Well. 

At  a  recent  examination  of  the  students  attending  the 
evening  School  of  Pharmacy,  Aberdeen,  the  two  scholarships 
offered  by  the  Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association,  and 
consisting  each  of  a  free  course  at  the  day  School  of  Phar- 
macy, were  gained  by  Mr.  Edwin  Allan  (with  Mr.  Urquhart, 
St.  Nicholas  Street)  and  Mr.  David  S.  Allan  (with  Mr.  Hay, 
Ross  Street). 


North.  British.  Branch. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  residing  in  Scotland  was  to  be  held  at  36  York 
Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Friday,  June  21,  1901,  to  elect  the 
Executive  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  following  are  the 
29  nominees  for  the  18  vacancies.  The  names  prefaced  by 
asterisks  are  of  those  who  have  served  on  the  retiring 
Executive : — 


*Kerr,  C,  Dundee 

Maben,  T.,  Glasgow 
♦McAdam,  R.,  Glasgow 

Macpherson,  C.  A.,  Edinburgh 
*Mitchell,  D.,  Inverness 

Mitchell,  P.,  Dumbarton 
*Naysmith,  A.,  Arbroath 

Nesbit,  James,  Portobello 
*Russell,  J.  A.,  Glasgow 
*Spence,  A.,  Linlithgow 

Stewart,  Jeanie,  Dumbarton 
*Strachan,  A.,  Aberdeen 
"Tocher,  J.,  Dumfries 

Wilson,  "W.  P.,  Haddington 


Allan,  W.,  Dumfries 
*Boa,  Peter,  Edinburgh 
*Cowie,  W.  B.,  Edinburgh 

Cummings,  W.,  Dundee 
*Currie,  W.  L.,  Glasgow 

Dey,  A.  J.,  Edinburgh 
*Doig,  W.,  Dundee 

Dott,  D.  B.,  Edinburgh 
•Dunlop,  T.,  Glasgow 
*Fisher,  J.  H.,  Dunfermline 

Gibson,  Adam,  Edinburgh 

Giles,  W.,  Aberdeen 

Glass,  W.  S.,  Edinburgh 
*Henry,  C.  F.,  Edinburgh 
*  Johnston,  J.,  Aberdeen 

Mr.  T.  Maben,  Glasgow,  has  issued  a  circular  to  the 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  Scotland  inviting 
their  support.  He  states  that  he  was  for  some  years  a 
member  of  the  Executive,  and  for  a  much  longer  period  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  for  Scotland,  so  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  work  of  the  Society.  He  goes  on  to 
say:— 

There  is  one  matter  of  outstanding  interest  to  every  man  who 
has  the  welfare  of  pharmacy  at  heart,  namely,  the  present  extreme 
difficulty  of  obtaining  apprentices.  If  the  existing  deadlock  con- 
tinues the  profession  must,  sooner  or  later,  cease  to  exist  on  the 
present  basis,  and,  from  personal  intercourse  with  my  brother 
pharmacists,  I  know  that  the  outlook  is  viewed  with  great  alarm. 
It  surely  ought  to  be  possible  to  avert  the  threatened  collapse, 
and  if  the  members  do  me  the  honour  of  returning  me  to  the 
Executive  I  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  raising  the  whole 
question. 

The  election  may  therefore  indicate  what  Scotland  thinks 
about  the  apprenticeship  question,  but  in  view  of  recent 
rulings  it  is  not  quite  clear  how  Mr.  Maben,  if  he  is  elected, 
is  to  get  the  question  raised  at  the  Executive. 

Suing  the  Corporation. 

The  record  was  closed  and  issues  ordered  in  a  Court  of 
Session  action  by  George  Wilson,  labourer,  against  the 
Glasgow  Corporation  for  500Z.  damages  for  personal  injuries. 
After  the  pursuer  had  been  engaged  for  fourteen  months  in 
painting  the  copper  bonds  used  to  carry  the  electric  current 
over  the  joints  of  the  tramway-rails  he  became  ill,  and  was 
informed  that  he  was  suffering  from  metallic  poisoning. 
The  painting-mixture  contained,  he  says,  highly  poisonous 
ingredients,  including  carbon  bisulphide  and  various  mineral 
matters,  containing  oxide  of  iron.  The  defenders  explain 
that  the  pursuer  undertook  the  work  in  the  knowledge  that 
the  mixture  contained  poisonous  ingredients,  and  that  they 
could  not  take  precautions  against  the  effect  complained  of, 
which  was  a  risk  incident  to  the  employment. 

Analysts  and  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Acts. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Local  Government  Boards  of  England 
and  Scotland  Mr.  T.  Jamieson,  Public  Analyst  for  Aberdeen, 
suggests  that  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  should  be  assimilated 
to  the  Fertilisers  Act,  in  respect  that  no  prosecution  will  be 
raised  without  the  sanction  of  a  competent  statutory  body  of 
chemists  specially  skilled  in  the  analysis  of  food  and  drugs. 
On  any  substance  being  found  by  the  local  public  analyst  to 
be  materially  adulterated  he  shall  report  it  to  the  reference 
body,  stating  the  allegation,  the  grounds  for  his  opinion, 
and  the  methods  by  which  he  has  arrived  at  his  results.  The 
reference  body  should  be  in  free  communication  with  the 
analyst,  and  in  making  its  report  to  the  local  authority  it 
should  not  state  the  results  of  its  analysis,  but  only  that  the 
prosecution  is  sanctioned  or  not  sanctioned.  The  acceptance 
of  these  suggestions,  Mr.  Jamieson  holds,  would  protect 
sellers  from  unfair  prosecution,  and  protect  analysts  from 
unfair  criticism.  Mr.  Jamieson  has  asked  local  members  of 
Parliament  to  assist  in  carrying  out  his  recommendations. 
[We  observe  that  questions  on  this  subject  are  on  the  House 
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of  Commons  notice-paper  for  reply  on  June  21,  Mr.  Pirie 
addressing  the  I .  h  d  Advocate,  and  Mr.  Crombie  the  Secretary 
to  the  Local  Government  Board. — Editor.] 

Doctors  and  Poisons. 

A  very  largely  attended  meeting  of  medical  practitioners 
in  Glasgow  and  the  West  of  Scotland  was  held  in  the 
Christian  Institute,  Glasgow,  on  Wednesday  afternoon, 
June  19.  Dr.  Watson,  who  presided,  submitted  the  report 
of  the  deputation  to  the  General  Medical  Council  on  the 
question  of  the  employment  of  unqualified  dispensers,  and 
regretted  that  the  Council  had  declined  to  receive  the 
deputation.  He  pointed  out,  however,  that  the  Council  had 
decided  that  in  future  when  a  member  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession was  summoned  for  such  an  offence  the  indictment 
should  read  that  it  only  referred  to  scheduled  poisons.  After 
considerable  discussion,  Professor  Glaister  pointed  out  that 
if  doctors  wished  to  keep  within  the  law  they  would  require 
to  exhibit  a  notice  in  their  drug-shops  to  the  effect  that 
scheduled  poisons  would  only  be  dispensed  at  certain  hours, 
when  the  doctor  would  be  in  attendance.  This  suggestion 
met  with  the  general  acceptance  of  the  meeting,  and  it  was 
informally  agreed  to  follow  it  out. 


jfrencb  mews, 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Anglo-French  Trade  for  the  first  four  months  of  the 
year  shows  a  substantial  decrease  in  both  imports  and 
exports.  This  decline  also  applies  to  chemical  products, 
the  imports  of  which  from  the  United  Kingdom  amounted 
to  6,318,000f.  against  11,335. OOOf.  in  the  corresponding  period 
of  1900 ;  the  exports  to  the  U.K.  for  a  similar  period 
amounted  to  4,291,000f.  against  4,610,000f.  Medicinal  herbs 
show  a  decline  in  value  from  879,000f.  to  379,  OOOf. 

The  Pharmacien's  Tribulations. — A  curious  case  was 
heard  at  one  of  the  Paris  police  courts  on  June  18.  A 
pharmacist  in  the  Avenue  des  Ternes  appeared  as  com- 
plainant, and  stated  that  the  other  morning  a  servant-girl, 
who  was  out  marketing,  entered  his  pharmacy  so  precipitately 
that  she  came  in  through  the  plate  glass  window  instead  of 
by  the  door.  Her  explanation  was  that  she  had  been  tripped 
up  by  two  dogs  that  were  frolicking  about.  The  pharmacist 
gave  chase  to  the  animals  ;  the  larger  dog  escaped,  but  the 
other  delinquent  was  duly  taken  into  custody.  The  name- 
plate  on  the  collar  showed  it  to  be  the  property  of  a  local 
physician,  Dr.  Demay,  whom  the  pharmacist  summoned  for 
the  cost  of  replacing  his  plate-glass  window,  valued  at 
586f.  The  Doctor's  defence  was  that  his  dog  was  too  small 
to  trip  up  a  buxom  cook  and  pitch  her  through  a  plate-glass 
window.  The  Magistrate  took  the  same  view,  and  non-suited 
the  pharmacist. 

Legal  Prohibition  of  Absinthe.  —  "  Absinthe  and 
absinthe-drinking  "  has  again  been  under  discussion  at  the 
Paris  Academy  of  Medicine.  The  head  of  the  physiological 
department  of  the  Paris  Faculty  of  Medicine — M.  Laborde — 
spoke  of  the  beneficial  results,  more  pronounced  every  day, 
of  the  anti-alcoholic  campaign  among  the  middle  and  upper 
classes,  but  amongst  the  general  mass  of  the  people  not  a 
single  glass  of  absinthe  less  is  consumed.  This  poison,  said 
M.  Laborde,  circulates  freely  ;  the  more  one  drinks  the  more 
one  craves  for  the  liquor  ;  without  it,  in  the  proper  quan- 
tities and  doses,  the  ordinary  drinker  cannot  exist.  He  is 
condemned  to  an  absinthe  death.  According  to  M.  Laborde, 
the  only  remedy  is  the  "  legal  prohibition  of  the  poison."  In 
the  French  pharmaceutical  code  there  is  a  law  at  present  in 
force  providing  against  the  dangers  of  the  traffic  and  of  the 
use  of  the  poisonous  substance  in  question,  and  giving  pro- 
tecting guarantees  to  this  effect.  The  Academy  of  Medicine 
in  1848  provided  the  necessary  information  for  drawing  up  a 
table  of  poisonous  substances  the  sale  of  which  should  be 
restricted,  and  this  table  was  modified  in  conformity  with 
the  decree  of  July  9,  1850.  Dr.  Vaillan  proposed,  and 
caused  to  be  voted  by  the  French  Parliament  recently,  the 
following  amendments  by  the  Academy  : — 

The  Government  shall  forbid,  by  decree,  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  all  essences  recognised  as  dangerous,  and  declared  as  such 
by  the  Academy  of  Medicine. 


The  Government  shall  demand,  henceforth,  from  the  Academy 
of  Medicine,  an  indication  of  the  liquors,  aperitives  and  drinks 
containing  the  essences  most  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  with 
the  object  of  stopping  the  manufacture,  circulation,  publication, 
and  sale  of  these  liquors,  aperitives,  and  drinks. 

M.  Laborde  remarked  that  six  months  have  passed  since 
this  Parliamentary  Act,  and  concluded  by  submitting  the 
following  propositions  : — 

1.  That,  without  further  delay — in  conformity  with  the  motion 
voted  by  Parliament— note  should  be  taken  of  the  liquors,  aperi- 
tives, and  drinks  containing  the  essences  most  dangerous  to  the 
public  health,  with  the  object  of  forbidding  their  manufacture, 
circulation,  publication,  and  sale. 

2.  That  the  Commission  on  Alcoholism  be  charged  with  this 
investigation. 

3.  That  the  resolution  be  communicated  to  the  public  authori- 
ties and  to  Parliament,  after  the  report  has  been  heard. 

The  Academy  will  discuss  the  proposition  at  its  next 
meeting. 


Soutb  Bftlcan  Hews. 

(From  our  Colonial  Correspondents.) 


Personal. — Mr.  W.  F.  H.  Pocock,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
and  formerly  Chairman  of  the  Cape  Pharmacy  Board,  has 
been  in  Cape  Town  in  respect  to  the  business  of  Messrs.  J.  T. 
Pocock  &  Co.,  from  the  active  management  of  which  he 
retired  a  few  years  since.  It  is  reported  that  the  business  is 
to  be  disposed  of. 

Lennon's  Outing. — The  Cape  Town  employes  of  Messrs. 
Lennon  (Limited),  chemists,  recently  held  their  first  annual 
picnic  at  Hout's  Bay.  Sports  were  indulged  in  during  the 
afternoon,  and  prizes  awarded.  In  the  absence  of  the  resi- 
dent manager  the  chair  was  taken  by  the  secretary,  Mr. 
W.  J.  Gibbons.  At  the  luncheon  proceedings  "  The  Firm  " 
was  toasted  by  Mr.  S.  Johnson,  vice-chairman. 

Pharmacy  in  Bloemfontein. — The  business  of  a  chemist 
is  at  present  being  carried  on  here  (writes  a  Bloemfontein 
correspondent  by  last  mail)  under  considerable  difficulty; 
firstly,  all  orders  have  to  be  submitted  (in  triplicate)  to  the 
Assistant  Director  of  Civil  Supplies,  who  has  power  to  strike 
out  any  of  the  items  that  he  thinks  superfluous  or  refuse  to 
grant  a  permit  at  all.  This  examination  of  the  orders 
involves  at  least  a  week's  delay.  The  permit  having  been 
granted,  one  copy  of  the  order  goes  forward  to  the  wholesaler 
at  the  coast,  one  is  returned  to  the  importer,  and  the  other 
is  retained  in  the  office  of  the  Director,  who  receives  a  copy 
of  the  invoice  from  the  wholesale  house  and  checks  it  with 
the  original  order  to  see  that  nothing  has  been  forwarded  in 
addition  to  the  goods  for  which  the  permit  was  originally 
granted.  In  one  case  that  came  within  our  correspondent's 
knowledge,  where  an  addition  or  substitution  was  made,  the 
agent  at  the  coast  was  black-listed  and  forbidden  to  forward 
goods  to  anyone  in  the  Orange  River  Colony.  Added  to  this 
delay  at  the  Bloemfontein  end,  the  wholesale  houses  plead, 
in  reply  to  complaints  of  delay,  that  they  can  obtain  no 
room  in  the  railway  trucks,  especially  at  Port  Elizabeth 
where  troops  and  military  stores  have  been  landed  of  late, 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  bubonic  plague  at  Cape  Town. 
Goods  arriving  last  week  had  been  on  order  two  months. 
Imagine  the  placid  frame  of  mind  of  our  correspondent,  who, 
when  in  business  in  England,  used  to  send  telephonio  orders 
to  London,  receive  the  goods  per  passenger-train,  and  deliver 
special  orders  in  about  four  or  five  hours  after  receipt  of  the 
order  from  the  customers.  The  staffs  of  the  various 
pharmacies  are  sadly  reduced  by  sickness.  Two  assistants 
are  in  hospital  from  Dr.  Kellner's,  one  from  Messrs.  Lennons 
(Limited),  whilst  Dr.  Friedman's  manager  has  been  down 
with  influenza,  and  also  one  of  the  assistants  at  Messrs. 
Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.'s.  Thus  enteric  fever,  dysentery,  and 
influenza  (of  which  there  was  a  mild  epidemic  when  the  mail 
left),  together  with  stocks  much  reduced  and  great  difficulty 
in  obtaining  supplies,  make  the  life  of  the  Bloemfontein 
chemist  at  present  rather  trying. 


The  amount  of  capital  invested  in  joint-stock  companies 
dealing  in  drues  and  medicines  in  Japan  has  risen  from 
152,000?.  in  1895  to  300,000?.  in  1899. 
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Prevention  of  Corruption. 

The  Lord  Chancellor's  Bill,  to  which  full  reference  was 
made  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  June  1,  pages  888 
and  893,  passed,  without  amendment,  through  the  C  jmmittee 
stage  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  Thurs  lay,  June  13. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

The  Manufacturers'  Section  of  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce  have  circulated  among  members  of  Parliament  a 
statement  of  their  views  on  this  Bill,  suggesting  various 
verbal  alterations  in  the  measure  with  a  view  to  reducing 
the  opposition  of  manufacturers  to  it.  The  section  deals 
thoroughly  with  the  Bill,  especially  criticising  the  objects 
of  various  clauses,  and  suggesting  that  a  clause  should  be 
introduced  enabling  women-packers  to  commence  the  day's 
work  at  a  later  hour  than  other  workers,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  permitted  to  remain  later  at  night. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  on  Monday  after  a  four 
hours'  debate,  in  the  course  of  which  Sir  John  T.  Brunner 
objected  to  Government  inspectors  having  the  power  to 
"prohibit  the  use  of  any  material  or  process."  He  and 
his  partner  had  for  years,  he  said,  been  engaged  in  taking 
up  new  materials  and  new  processes  which,  at  one  time 
dangerous  and  difficult,  were  now  a  benefit  to  those  who 
carried  them  on,  and  to  the  country.  This  was,  he  said, 
an  extraordinary  and  unheard-of  power  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  officials,  and  he  hoped  the  Home  Secretary  would 
consent  to  some  modification  of  the  words.  Viewed 
broadly,  he  thought  the  Bill  was  an  improvement  on  the 
existing  practice.  It  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Trade. 

What  is  a  Plum? 

Mr.  Kearley,  the  wholesale  grocer  who  represents  Devon- 
port  in  Parliament,  is  still  much  exercised  in  regard  to  the 
incidence  of  the  sugar-duty.  He  asked  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  on  Friday,  June  14,  why  apricot-pulp,  which 
contains  no  sugar,  has  to  pay  Is.  per  cwt.  of  duty.  Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach  assured  him,  in  reply,  that  the  pulp 
does  not  pay  duty  on  account  of  the  sugar  that  there  is 
not  in  it,  but  because  under  the  Customs  Tariff  Act  of  1876 
apricots  are  a  kind  of  plum.  The  pulp  had  hitherto  escaped 
duty  because  the  Customs  authorities  were  under  the  im- 
pression that  it  contained  sugar,  and  plums  preserved  in 
sugar  are  exempt  from  duty.  The  Chancellor  also  explained 
that  canned  peaches  and  other  fruit  are  assessed  at  Is.  per 
cwt.,  and,  asked  to  explain  the  difference  betweea  apricot 
and  peach,  he  said,  "  According  to  the  very  best  authorities 
I  have  consulted,  it  was  decided  many  years  ago  that  an 
apricot  was  a  plum  and  a  peach  was  not,"  whereupon  the 
House  had  a  good  laugh. 


At  the  Exhibition. 

The  annual  stocktaking  holiday  of  the  office  and  warehouse 
staff  of  Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  Edinburgh,  was  held  in 
Glasgow  on  June  15,  when  the  International  Exhibition  was 
visited.  Items  of  interest  from  all  parts  of  the  globe  awaited 
their  inspection,  and  after  a  most  enjoyable  and  instructive 
day,  the  party  returned  home  by  the  8  o'clock  express,  highly 
pleased  with  their  outing. 

Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

P  The  annual  excursion  of  this  Association  is  to  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  June  26.  The  party  will  leave  the  Joint  Station, 
Aberdeen,  at  8.5  A.m.,  and  proceed  to  Banchory,  where 
brakes  will  be  waiting  to  drive  them  to  Potarch  by 
Feughside  and  Whitestone.  Any  wishing  to  join  the  excur- 
sion should  communicate  with  the  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  Cruick- 
shank,  42  George  Street,  Aberdeen. 


A  Day  Off. 

On  Friday  of  last  week  the  staff  at  42  Cannon  Street. 

E.  G.,  had  their  annual  summer  outing,  which  appears  to 
have  pleased  the  office-boy  mightily,  for  he  has  burst  forth 
into  song  thus  : — 

At  London  Bridge. 
On  the  fourteenth  of  June,  nineteen  hundred  and  one, 
There  was  chirping,  chy-iking,  and  larking,  and  fun  ; 
For  the  C.  &  D.  staff  every  trouble  had  flung 
To  the  winds,  and  loud  praises  of  Surrey  were  sung. 
So  to  Boxhill  we  hied,  with  Old  Sol  smiling  bright, 
And  the  maidens,  arrayed  in  their  gorgeous  might, 
In  rivalry  beamed  ;  from  all  cares  we  were  free, 
For  this  was  our  heyday,  our  glad  jubilee. 

At  Burford  Bridge  Hotel. 
'Neath  the  trees  on  the  lawn,  luncheon  daintily  spread, 
Increased  the  bonhomie,  and  eloquence  sped 
On  the  wings  of  the  noonday,  and  laughter  rose  high, 
And  pseans  (in  song)  floated  up  to  the  sky. 
"  The  King,"  and  "  The  Firm,"  and  "  The  Ladies  "  we  pledged, 
And  orat'ry  revelled  unfettered,  unfledged 
E'en  the  speech  of  the  Satirist  filled  us  with  glee 
As  he  wittily  gibed  at  the  bold  C.  &  D. 

The  Drive,  and  After. 
Thereafter,  in  char-a-bancs,  gaily  we  went 
By  Dorking,  and  Homswood,  and  Ockley,  till,  spent 
By  a  surfeit  of  gazing,  we  hungrily  turned 
In  search  of  Bohea — and  got  it — and  yearned 
For  more  joys  to  conquer.    So  climbed  we  the  Hill, 
And  revelled  in  landscape  (and  donkeys)  until 
The  time  for  raturning ;  when  silently  we 
Bade  farewell  to  our  heyday,  our  glad  jubilee. 

In  Cornwall. 
The  members  of  the  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonehouse, 
and  District  Chemists'  Association  had  their  annual  outing 
on  June  12,  when  a  party  of  about  fifty  travelled  by  train 
from  Plymouth  to  St.  Germans.  From  the  latter  station 
they  drove  in  waggonettes  along  the  picturesque  Cornish 
roads  to  St.  Germans  Hut,  where  afternoon  tea  was  served, 
a  plentiful  supply  of  strawberries  being  provided  by  the 
President  (Mr.  W.  Herbert  Woods).  After  tea  an  hour  or  so 
was  spent  in  exploring  the  locality,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  county  Downderry  was  then  visited,  and 
high  tea  partaken  of  in  the  pavilion.  The  President  occupied 
the  chair,  and  the  gathering  also  included  Messrs.  C.  J.  Park, 

F.  Maitland,  F.  W.  Hunt,  S.  A.  Perkins,  and  A.  D.  Breeze. 
After  the  toast  of  "  The  King,"  submitted  by  the  President, 
had  been  honoured,  Mr.  C.  J.  Park  proposed  "  The  Visitors," 
which  was  acknowledged  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Hodge,  a  former 
member  of  the  Association  recently  returned  from  South 
Africa.  Mr.  F.  Maitland  gave  "  The  Chairman,"  and,  the  toast 
having  been  cordially  received,  the  President  said  they  were 
deeply  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  D.  Breeze,  who  had  given  so  much 
attention  and  care  to  the  arrangements,  and  to  whose  efforts 
the  success  of  the  excursion  (which  was  voted  the  most 
enjoyable  the  Association  had  ever  had)  was  largely  due. 
Considerable  amusement  was  derived  from  a  programme  of 
sports,  which  included  a  tuber  race  for  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
a  needle-threading  competition  for  which  gentlemen  only 
were  eligible,  a  "  Catching  De  Wet "  contest  for  ladies  only, 
and  a  shooting  competition  with  Lee-Metford  rifles.  Many 
members  brought  their  cameras,  and  special  interest  attached 
to  the  series  of  photographs  taken  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
the  President  offered  prizes  for  the  best  pictures  taken 
during  the  day  by  senior  and  junior  members  respectively. 
The  photographs  will  be  submitted  to  Mr.  J.  Davy  Turney, 
Chairman  of  the  Plymouth  Photographic  Society,  who  will 
act  as  judge.  Leaving  Downderry  at  8.30,  the  party  drove 
through  Hessenford  Valley  to  St.  Germans,  and  reached 
Plymouth  at  8.20,  thoroughly  delighted  with  the  day's 
outing. 

Edinburgh  District  Chemists'  Trade  Association. 

The  annual  outing  of  this  Association  took  place  on  Wednes- 
day, June  12,  when  about  a  hundred  ladies  and  gentlemen  left 
the  Waverley  Station  by  special  carriages  for  Melrose,  which 
they  reached  shortly  before  11  A.M.  From  the  first  the  weather 
looked  rather  unpromising,  but  the  snn  broke  out  in  his 
strength,  occasionally  tempering  the  cold  wind  which  blew 
rather  persistently,  and  the  rain  showers  were  so  slight  and 
infrequent  as  not  to  incommode  the  excursionists  to  any 
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extent.  The  party,  having  been  set  down  in  the  heart  of  the 
land  of  Scott,  were  left  to  choose  their  own  way  of  spending 
the  forenoon.  Some  of  them  drove  to  Abbotsford  House, 
where  they  had  the  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  historical 
relics  collected  and  arranged  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  his 
study  and  armoury.  The  picture  of  an  alchemist  huDg  in 
the  vestibule  attracted  the  attention  of  the  party.  Another 
group  visited  Melrose  Abbey  and  the  museum  in  the  Abbey 
Hotel.  Dinner  was  served  in  the  George  Hotel  at  1  o'clock, 
Mr.  George  Lunan  presiding,  with  Mr.  W.  S.  Glass  was  vice- 
chairman.  Dr.  Calvert  (Melrose)  occupied  the  seat  on  the 
right  of  the  Chairman.  Dinner  over  and  the  usual  loyal 
toasts  duly  pledged,  the  Chairman  proposed  "  Prosperity 
to  the  Town  and  Trade  of  Melrose,"  to  which  Dr.  Calvert 
replied,  proposing  in  turn  "  Success  to  the  Annual  Excursion 
of  the  Association."  Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  (Hon.  Secre- 
tary) replied.  He  took  the  opportunity  to  intimate 
apologies  for  absence  from  Mr.  D.  Storrar  (Kirkcaldy),  Mr. 
J.  L.  Ewing,  Mr.  W.  L  Currie,  Mr.  Peter  Boa,  Mr.  D.  B. 
Dott,  and  others.  Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  gave  "  The  Chairman," 
who  replied.  Daring  the  dinner-hour  the  heaviest  shower  of 
the  day  had  spent  itself,  and  the  sun  shone  brightly  again 
as  the  company  took  their  places  in  brakes,  and  proceeded 
by  the  south  bank  of  the  Tweed  to  Dryburgh  Abbey,  pasting 
on  the  way  the  village  of  Newstead,  and  then  driving 
through  the  estate  of  Ravenswood  and  the  village  of  New- 
town St.  Boswells  to  the  Abbey  After  a  stay  of  about  an 
hour  at  Drv  burgh  Abbey,  the  journey  was  resumed  homeward 
by  a  different  route,  which  afforded  magnificent  views  of 
about  forty  miles  of  country  to  the  south.  The  company 
were  delighted,  and  more  than  appreciated  Sir  Walter's 
feelings  when  he  wrote 

Well  might  we  deem  some  wizard  wand 
Had  set  us  down  in  Fairy  Land. 

After  tea  in  the  hotel  at  Melrose  the  railway  journey  to 
Edinburgh  was  resumed,  and  Auld  Reekie  was  reached  by 
9  o'clock.  The  arrangements,  which  were  of  the  most 
complete  character,  were  made  and  carried  out  by  Mr. 
Henry. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  IRews. 


Quinine-makees  to  the  Government. — The  concession 
for  producing  quinine  salts  from  the  bark  for  the  use  of  the 
Italian  Government  Monopoly  has  been  adjudicated  to 
Messrs.  G.  Candiani  &  Co.,  of  Milan.  The  Italian  Press  is 
elated  at  the  success  of  the  national  manufacturers.  The 
competing  firm  is  known  as  the  "  German  Syndicate,"  and 
this  is  the  second  occasion  on  which  these  two  firms  have 
competed.  The  Milan  firm's  price  for  production  is  43f.  per 
kilo.,  while  the  German  firm  wanted  62f. 

Dutch  Drops. — The  "  Maatschappij  ter  bevordering  der 
Pharmacie  "  has  appointed  a  commission  to  investigate,  the 
salaries,  hours  of  labour,  and  pensions  of  pharmaceutical 
assistants,  with  a  view  to  the  forthcoming  discussion  on  the 
proposal  to  include  pharmaceutical  assistants  in  the  law 
relating  to  workmen  and  employes. — The  fiftieth  annual 
meeting  of  the  "  Maatschappij  ter  bevordering  der  Phar- 
macie "  will  take  place  at  Arnhem  on  July  17  and  18. 
Amongst  the  points  to  be  discussed  (besides  that  already 
mentioned)  are  the  preparation  and  sale  of  certain  specialities 
on  a  uniform  basis  ;  the  question  of  the  giving  of  scientific 
lectures  in  the  different  counties,  the  formation  of  a  "  court 
of  honour,"  the  extension  of  the  work  of  Ihe  Society  to  the 
colonies,  and,  lastly,  an  endeavour  to  induce  doctors  to  print 
names  and  addresses  on  prescriptions.  It  is  proposed  in 
future  to  hold  the  annual  meetings  in  different  departments 
each  year. — The  historical  collection  exhibited  in  1899  at  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Nederland  Medical  Society  is  to 
form  the  foundation  of  a  medico-pharmaceutical  museum  to 
be  erected  in  Amsterdam. — Whilst  discussing  a  new  sanitary 
law  in  the  Upper  Chamber,  several  members  pleaded  for 
introducing  a  revision  and  inspection  of  the  pharmacies,  as 
tending  towards  bettering  the  standard  in  the  eyes  of  the 
public.  The  Opposition  thought  the  necessary  oath  sufficient. 
— After  consultation  with  the  Director  of  the  Berlin  Botanical 
Gardens,  the  Dutch  Government  has  resolved  to  introduce 
the  cultivation  of  ipecacuanha  into  its  West  Indian  posses- 
sions.   The  plants  will  be  bought  in  Columbia. 


Marntno  to  Mbolesale  Ibousee. 


WE  reproduce  below  copy  of  an  order  which  was  pre- 
sented this  week  at  the  warehouse  of  Liebig's  Extract 
of  Meat  Company  (Limited),  Rangoon  Street,  E.C.  This  com- 
pany execute  orders  only  through  Messrs.  Corneille  David  & 
Co.,  and  accordingly  sent  on  the  messenger,  who  was  a  small 
boy,  to  the  warehouse  of  that  firm  in  the  same  street.  There 
the  head  warehouseman  said  that  the  parcel  was  rather  large 
for  the  size  of  the  messenger,  who,  however,  protested  that  he 
was  quite  able  to  carry  f  cwt.  The  warehouseman  then  took 
the  messenger  on  to  the  office  of  the  firm  at  4  Fenchurch 
Avenue,  E.C,  without  whose  written  authority  no  order  is 
executed  at  the  warehouse  : — 


While  the  inquiries  were  proceeding  in  the  office  the  boy 
disappeared,  and  Messrs.  Corneille  David  &  Co.  ultimately 
found  that  the  order  was  a  bogus  one.  Messrs.  Wm.  Sutton  & 
Co.,  76  Chiswell  Street,  E.C,  inform  us  that  this  is  not  the 
only  instance  of  the  kind  that  has  been  brought  under  their 
notice.  In  another  case  Messrs.  Steedman  were  asked  to 
supply  60  dozen  2s.  9d.  powders  by  bearer,  and,  being 
suspicious,  a  dummy  parcel  was  made  up  for  the  boy,  who 
stated  that  he  was  sent  by  a  man  in  the  street.  Some  delay 
was  occasioned  while  detectives  were  sent  for,  and  when  the 
boy  left  he  was  followed  by  the  detectives,  but  the  man  had 
decamped.  There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  identifying  the 
boy  who  went  to  Messrs.  Corneille  David  &  Co 's,  as  the 
warehouse  manager  will  know  him  again  ;  but  it  is  probable 
that  the  man  who  has  started  this  method  of  fraud  gets  any 
boy  to  do  his  dirty  work  for  him.  It  should  be  noted  that 
Messrs.  Wm.  Sutton  &  Co.  invariably  use  the  Christian  name 
William  in  their  firm  name.  The  bogus  orders  are  written  with 
pencil,  and  have  all  the  appearance  of  genuineness  ;  indeed, 
the  fact  that  they  are  written  over  carbon  paper  is  rather 
apt  to  take  warehousemen  off  their  guard.  They  are  all 
numbered  "  H  1,700,"  so  far  as  has  been  ascertained.  It 
would  be  advisable  for  all  metropolitan  wholesale  houses  to 
bring  these  particulars  directly  under  the  notice  of  their 
warehousemen,  so  that  the  defrauder  may  be  detected  soon. 
We  believe  the  man  is  an  old  hand  at  the  job,  and  is 
known  to  the  police. 

The  Physician's  Pocket-book. — Messrs.  Phillips  &  Co. 
(Limited),  Bombay,  have  issued  a  small  pocket-book  for 
medical  practitioners.  Its  contents  include  well-informed 
notes  on  new  remedies,  urinary  analysis,  a  list  of  poisons  and 
antidotes,  the  metric  system  of  weights  and  measures, 
as  well  as  postal  and  other  information  and  pages  for 
memoranda. 

Dr.  Rice's  Library. — The  library  of  the  late  Dr.  Charles 
Rice,  consisting  of  5,000  volumes,  and  believed  to  be  one  of 
the  finest  collections  of  books  on  pharmacy  in  existence,  has 
been  transferred  from  Dr.  Rice's  former  home  at  Bellevue 
Hospital  to  the  New  Yi'rk  College  of  Pharmacy.  It  is 
probable  that  the  library  will  ultimately  become  the  property 
of  the  College. 
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IT  is  not  in  the  rose-garden  that  we  should  expect  to  find 
the  pharmaceutical  student  spending  much  of  his  time 
in  study ;  yet  at  this  time  of  the  year,  when  the  roses  are  all 
aglow,  he  would  have  some  justification  in  spending  some 
sunny  moments  in  such  a  rose-garden  as  that  at  Kew.  To 
get  to  it,  after  arriving  at  Kew  Green  take  the  horse-tramcar 
and  alight  at  the  Lion  Gate,  at  the  extreme  end  of  the 
gardens  just  before  entering  Kichmond.  A  few  yards  inside 
this  gate,  and  under  the  shadow  of  the  pagoda,  is  the  rose 
dell,  or  garden,  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  vista  is  the 
collection  of  named  roses.  The  former  is  a  veritable 
paradise  at  the  present  time ;  roses  in  rich  and  wild  pro- 
fusion, of  every  conceivable  colour  known  in  the  rose- 
world,  are  here  in  abundant  blossom — a  place  to  revel  in  as 
well  as  to  learn.  For  something  more  scientific  and  less  horti- 
cultural cross  the  vista  to  the  British  species  best  known  as 
a  medicinal  plant,  and  the  dog-rose  (Rosa  caiiina)  is  there. 


Dog  Eose  (Bosa  canina). 


This,  like  most  roses,  is  known  under  a  great  number  of 
varieties,  but,  as  the  "  Student's  Flora "  tells  us,  "  in  its 
common  form  it  is  the  largest  and  freest  growing  of  British 
roses,  and  may  be  distinguished  from  spinosissima  by  the 
hooked  prickles  and  habit,  from  villosa  by  being  more 
glabrous,  from  rubiginosa  by  being  eglandular,  and  from 
arvensis  by  the  free  styles." 

This  species,  as  found  under  natural  conditions  in  hedges 
and  thickets  in  Britain,  forms  a  large  straggling  bush 
10  feet  or  more  in  height.  Its  distribution  extends  through- 
out Europe  into  Northern  Asia,  Persia,  Northern  Africa,  and 
the  Canaries. 

The  fruits  or  hips  of  the  dog-rose  have  long  been  used  to 
form  a  conserve  with  sugar,  which  has  been  employed  in 
medicine  more  on  account  of  its  pleasant  taste  and  as  an 
agreeable  vehicle  for  other  ingredients  than  for  the  actual 
properties  possessed  by  itself.  An  infusion  of  the  crushed 
fruit  in  hot  water  and  allowed  to  cool  was  formerly  much 
valued  as  a  cooling  drink,  and  Gerard  refers  to  hips  as 
"  making  most  pleasant  meats  and  bacqueting  dishes,  and 
tarts,  and  such-like." 

Rosa  gallica,  known  as  the  French  rose,  red  rose,  or 
Provins  rose,  is  found  in  a  wild  or  semi-wild  state — that  is- 
with  single  flowers — throughout  the  greater  part  of  Europe 
(except  the  northern  parts),  being  found  in  Southern  Russia, 
Greece,  Asia  Minor,  Armenia,  &c.  This  species  has  been 
very  widely  cultivated  from  a  remote  period,  and  has  passed 
into  a  large  number  of  varieties  of  double  form  and  various 
shades  of  colour.  The  medicinal  use  of  the  rose  also  dates 
from  early  days,  being  referred  to  by  Theophrastus.  It  is 
said  to  have  been  early  introduced  and  cultivated  at  Provins, 
a  small  French  town  from  which  one  of  its  common  names 


is  derived.  It  is  also  grown  in  Holland  and  Germany,  as 
well  as  in  the  medical  gardens  in  England.  Mitcham  is 
noted  for  its  roses,  and  there  the  flower-buds  are  gathered 


PaoviNS  Rose  (Bosa  gallica). 


just  before  opening,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  more 
astringent  than  when  fully  blown.  Confection  of  roses  is 
prepared  from  the  freshly  gathered  flowers. 

The  third  species  of  rose  which  may  be  designated  a 
useful  species,  as  distinct  from  those  of  a  purely  decorative 
character,  is  R.  centifolia,  generally  known  as  the  cabbage 
rose.  It  is  a  small  shrub,  about  3  to  6  feet  high,  and  densely 
covered  with  prickles.  The  flowers  are  always  double,  and 
from  the  fact  that  it  has  been  cultivated  in  old  gardens 
from  an  early  period  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  determine 
its  origin,  though  it  is  considered  to  have  been  derived  from 
an  Oriental  source.  With  a  plant  so  long  and  widely 
cultivated  as  might  be  supposed,  innumerable  varieties 
have  become  established.  Mildly  laxative  properties  are 
attributed  to  the  cabbage-rose  petals,  but  their  chief  use^is 


Cabbage  Rose  (Bosa  centifolia). 


in  the  preparation  of  rose-water.  The  cabbage  rose  is  now, 
we  believe,  cultivated  in  medical  gardens  in  this  country 
only  to  a  very  small  extent. 

By  far  the  most  interesting,  and  certainly  the  most  valu- 
able, of  the  roses  is  that  which  is  so  largely  cultivated  in 
Bulgaria  for  the  distillation  of  otto.  It  is  known  as  Rosa 
damascene:  Two  forms,  however,  are  cultivated  in  these 
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plantations,  the  principal  one,  a  red  rose,  being  referred  to 
the  above-named  species,  and  a  white  flower  referred  to 
B.  alba.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  red  rose  only  is  used  for 
the  extraction  of  otto,  although  the  white  one  gives  an 


Damask  Eose  (Bosa  damascena). 


essential  oil  of  peculiar  quality.  It  is  grown  on  a  very  much 
smaller  scale,  being  planted,  indeed,  only  a  few  feet  deep 
along  the  borders  of  the  red-rose  fields,  more  perhaps  to 
mark  the  boundaries  of  the  rose-fields  themselves  than  for 
distillation-purposes. 


lDeterinar\>  IRotes. 

By  M.B.C.V.S. 


Wet  and  Dry  Hoops. 

There  [is  much  misconception  as  to  the  proper  treatment 
of  horse's  feet,  and  those  who  make  and  sell  hoof-dressings 
should  know  why  they  do  so.  The  histological  characters 
of  hoof,  horn,  nail,  skin,  mucous  membrane,  and  hair  are 
very  much  the  same.  Squamous  or  tesselated  epithelium  is 
not  very  different  as  found  upon  the  buccal  membranes 
from  that  piled  in  dry  heaps  in  horns,  nails,  or  hoofs.  They 
present  almost  identical  characters  when  seen  through  a 
moderately  low-power  microscope. 

There  is  so  much  sympathy  between  the  alimentary  tract 
and  the  hoofs  that  certain  persistent  forms  of  indigestion 
result  in  brittle  and  shelly  feet,  while  acute  inflammatory 
affections,  such  as  enteritis  or  muco-enteritis,  may  be 
suddenly  transferred  to  the  feet  by  what  is  known  as 
metastatis ;  the  animal  that  was  yesterday  suffering  from 
an  intestinal'or  a  chest  trouble,  may  to-day  be  leaning  back  on 
his  heels,  and  scarcely  able  to  stand,  while  afraid  to  lie  down. 
Laminitis  or  fever  of  the  feet  is  also  known  to  cause  con- 
gestion of  the  lungs.  To  call  it  by  a  big  word  such  as 
metastatis  may  sound  very  well,  but  it  does  not  offer  any 
real  explanation  ;  perhaps  it  will  be  found  some  day  in  the 
products  of  inflammation  entering  the  circulation  as  poisons, 
and  arrested  in  those  organs  in  closest  sympathy  or  having 
the  least  resistance,  affording  a  seed-bed  for  the  propagation 
of  micro-organisms  not  yet  identified.  That  this  subtle 
sympathy  exists  is  a  matter  of  practical  knowledge,  what- 
ever the  scientific  explanation  may  be,  and  the  reader  is 
asked  to  keep  this  connection  in  his  mind  if  he  has  any  pre- 
conceptions in  favour  of  hoof-dressings. 

When  a  foal  is  born  it  has  the  softness  of  hoof  that  we 
find  in  mature  membranes.  The  evaporation  and  pressure  of 
only  a  day  or  two  suffice  to  flatten  out  the  sole  and  render  the 
hoof  like  that  of  an  adult  in  general  appearance,  though  the 


expert  can  for  a  long  time  distinguish  by  the  shape. 
Authorities  are  pretty  well  agreed  that  the  horse  was 
originally  a  native  of  dry  and  warm  climates.  In  such 
environment  he  grows  a  hard,  serviceable,  but  small  foot. 
In  a  low,  wet  country,  such  as  Holland,  he  grows  a  large 
spreading  and  comparatively  flat  foot.  The  pony  of  the 
hills  has  a  hard  foot,  the  massive  dray-horse  of  the 
Cambridgeshire  fens  has  a  hoof  so  inadequate  to  his  support 
that  (being  too  often  flat  and  low  at  the  heels)  nature  tries 
persistently  to  remedy  the  defect  by  growing  bony  lateral 
cartilages  ("side-bones").  Having  regard  to  these  variations, 
it  follows  that  all  hoofs  are  not  in  need  of  the  same  treat- 
ment or  dressings. 

When  every  allowance  is  made  for  climatic  influences,  it 
has  to  be  remembered  that  the  hoof  is  alternately  wet  and 
dry  with  a  horse  running  wild,  or  one  in  a  grass  field.  Each 
time  the  wild  animal  drinks  from  a  pool  he  will  enter  it  with 
his  froDt  feet,  if  his  hind  ones  do  not  share  the  same  dress- 
ing. Evaporation  necessarily  follows  when  he  leaves  it. 
Much  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  horse  at  grass  or  turned 
out,  where  the  dew  of  each  night  soaks  his  feet  well.  For 
the  feet  to  be  alternately  wet  and  dry  is  the  natural  state 
for  a  horse.  This  is  what  most  people  scheme  to  avoid, 
for  we  find  that  the  stabled  horse  is  first  lifted  off  the  ground 
by  a  rim  of  iron  (his  shoe),  then  kept  on  a  dry  bed,  and 
lastly  he  has  an  oily  dressing  applied  to  his  hoofs  to  prevent 
(while  it  lasts)  the  benefit  of  rain  or  moisture  on  the  road. 
Is  it  any  wonder  that  contraction  of  the  hoof  and  pressure 
upon  its  delicate  contents  so  often  follow  these  unnatural 
conditions  ?  It  is  also  a  fact  that  many  town  horses  recover 
from  foot  lameness  when  turned  out  into  a  wet  pasture,  in 
which  the  hoof  again  expands  and  gives  room  inside  to 
structures  hitherto  pressed  upon,  as  a  tight  boot  presses  upon 
the  wearer's  corns.    Water  is  the  dressing  par  excellence. 

We  cannot  always  get  our  clients  to  use  anything  so  cheap, 
and  as  we  have  to  doctor  their  own  heads,  as  well  as  their 
horses'  feet,  we  sometimes  prescribe  a  lotion  in  which  a 
small  amount  of  alkali  helps  the  expansion  of  the  hoof.  A 
swab  may  be  advised,  made  of  any  old  piece  of  horse-rug, 
and  attached  by  a  strap  round  the  pastern.  A  very  inex- 
pensive lotion,  with  instructions  to  mix  with  2  gallons  of 
water  (an  ordinary  bucketful)  may  prove  of  the  utmost  value 
to  a  horse  already  beginning  to  suffer  the  consequences  of 
contraction,  and  whose  owner  might  not  value  our  advice  to 
use  plain  water. 

The  swab,  above  recommended,  does  not  affect  the  sole  or 
plantar  surface  generally.  This  part  of  the  foot  is  more 
often  moistened  by  mud  on  the  road,  by  standing  in  urine 
and  dung,  and  perhaps  by  what  is  known  as  "  stopping."  If 
the  reader  will  take  notice  of  horses  being  shod  he  will  find 
that  a  majority  suffer  from  want  of  moisture,  and  that  the 
horn  is  so  dry  that  the  smith  has  difficulty  in  cutting  the 
uneven  growth  in  order  to  bed  the  shoe  on  a  level.  A 
minority  have  rotten  frogs,  thrush,  in  various  degrees.  The 
same  treatment  of  the  plantar  surface  will  not  be  suitable 
for  both.  The  dry  sole  should  be  stopped  with  something. 
The  common  stable  recipe  is  cow-dung,  if  available,  or  wet 
clay.  The  pharmacist  can  supply  a  much  better  one  in  the 
form  of  a  stiff  tar  ointment.  Here  an  ointment  will  give 
the  required  help,  and,  if  applied  in  the  clefts  of  the  frog 
also,  assist  in  keeping  away  thrush. 

Judgment  on  the  part  of  the  stableman  is  needed,  and 
some  are  too  profuse  with  their  stoppings,  and  as  a  result 
the  sole  is  too  soft  to  resist  a  sharp  flint,  and  the  sensitive 
structures  are  cut  into.  The  occasional  use  of  tar  ointment 
will  not  deprive  the  sole  of  the  give-and-take  of  water  which 
we  have  said  is  necessary  for  the  rest  of  the  hoof.  It  is 
always  growing  and  exfoliating,  but  when  too  dry  the  por- 
tions which  should  have  come  away  remain  like  hard  stones 
in  the  foot.  In  London  and  other  great  cities  many  horses 
are  now  shod  with  rubber  pads  on  leather,  and  although 
some  of  the  makers,  if  not  all,  profess  to  allow  air  to  enter 
at  the  back  of  the  leather,  it  is  found  in  practice  that 
evaporation  is  so  far  retarded  that  the  sole  becomes  in  con- 
sistence about  that  of  a  Suffolk  cheese.  The  writer  has 
seen  horses  whose  feet  have  been  thus  softened  until  the 
rubber,  becoming  hard  in  cold  weather,  has  acted  like  a 
stone  in  the  foot  and  caused  lameness.  Oily  or  other 
applications  intended  to  be  applied  to  the  coronary  band  to 
promote  the  secretion  of  hoof  downwards  are — "  but  that  is 
another  story." 
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Birth. 


Umney. — On  June  18,  at  Gordon  House,  Walton-on- 
Thames,  the  wife  of  John  C.  Umney,  of  a  daughter. 


flDarriaaes. 


Ferrier— Wilson. — At  Darling's  Regent  Hotel,  Edin- 
burgh, on  June  14,  by  the  Rev.  John  Morgan,  Thomas,  son 
of  Mr.  J.  D.  Fenier  (formerly  a  partner  in  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  Sang  &  Barker,  wholesale  druggists,  Edinburgh),  to 
Elizabeth  Magee,  only  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  M.  Wilson, 
chemist,  Edinburgh. 

Kneen— Gross.— On  Miy  7,  at  St.  Ethelburga's,  E.C.,  by 
the  Rev.  W.  F.  Cobb,  D.D.,  George  Francis  Kneen,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Anerley  Road,  S.E.,  to  Emilie  Agnes,  daughter 
of  Mr.  F.  J.  Gross,  of  Watford,  Herts. 


Deatbs, 


Brothers. — At  Willesborough,  on  June  11,  Mr.  John 
Brothers,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  54.  Mr.  Brothers, 
who  succeeded  to  his  father's  pharmacy  in  High  Street, 
Ashford  (Kent),  retired  from  commercial  life  about  four 
years  ago,  the  business  being  carried  on  by  Mr.  F.  Gnttridge, 
under  the  style  of  Brothers  &  Guttridge.  On  leaving 
Ashford  Mr.  Brothers  went  to  reside  at  Southborough,  near 
Tunbridge  Wells,  where  it  was  hoped  his  health  would  be 
restored,  but  he  returned  to  his  native  town  only  a  few  weeks 
prior  to  his  death.  Mr.  Brothers,  who  was  highly  respected 
in  Ashford,  had  carried  on  business  there  for  many  years. 
He  originated  a  coupon-trading  system  which  proved  highly 
popular.  He  was  well  known  as  an  archseologist  and 
numismatist.  He  was  also  a  prominent  Freemason.  At 
one  time  he  was  a  member  of  Ashford  School  Board. 

Hay. — At  his  residence,  Holton  House,  Beverley  Road, 
Hull,  on  June  18,  Mr.  William  Hay,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  William  Hay  (Limited),  soluble-essence  manufacturers. 
Aged  75  years.    With  the  death  of  Mr.  Hay  may  be  said  to 

close  the  first 
chapter  in  the 
history  of  the 
manufacture  of 
soluble  essences 
for  the  prepara- 
tion of  aerated 
beverages.  Mr. 
Hay  was  a 
chemist  and 
druggistin  busi- 
ness in  Hull 
before  the  Phar- 
macy Act,  1868, 
and  he  had,  in 
association  with 
that  business, 
developed  a 
good  trade  as  a 
manufacturer  of 
aerated  waters. 
In  that  connec- 
tion he  for  many 
years  devoted  a 
good  deal  of 
his  spare  time  to  the  production  of  an  essence  of  ginger 
which,  when  mixed  with  sweetened  water,  would  produce  a 
clear  solution.  This,  about  1876,  he  satisfactorily  accom- 
plished, and  ginger-ale  was  made  with  the  essence.  It  is 
true  that  many  years  before  this  Mr.  Barnard  S.  Proctor 
conceived  the  idea  of  making  a  non-opalescent  syrup  of 
ginger,  but  to  Mr.  Hay  was  entirely  due  the  credit  of 
starting  the  soluble-essence  trade.    Writing  in  1877  in 


regard  to  this  matter,  we  find  we  stated  in  The  Chemist 
AND  Druggist  that  "  the  ginger-  essence,  as  usually 
prepared,  is  more  than  half  resin,  and  is  itself  liable 
to  a  certain  acridity.  Mr.  Hay  now  prepares  an  essence 
from  which  the  resin  has  been  entirely  eliminated, 
and  as  this  essence  mixes  perfectly  with  any  aqueous 
solution,  it  is  itself  a  pharmaceutical  desideratum.  The 
ginger-beer  manufactured  from  this  essence  has  the  purest 
Jamaica  ginger  aroma,  distinguishable  as  soon  as  poured 
out,  and  with  no  syrupy  stickiness.  It  is  a  beverage  fit  for 
any  gentleman's  table,  and  ought  to  attain  great  popularity. 
The  pains  which  Mr.  Hay  has  taken  to  rescue  an  old 
favourite  from  disgrace  deserve  the  gratitude  of  all  who 
relished  this  renowned  refreshment  in  their  youth."  At 
first  Mr.  Hay  did  not  contemplate  doing  anything  else  than 
perfecting  the  ginger-ale  that  he  supplied  to  his  customers, 
but  he  also  created  a  demand  for  the  soluble  essence,  and  he 
was  not  slow  to  make  the  best  of  the  new  industry,  which 
was  steadily  developed  both  at  home  and  abroad.  In  1895 
his  business  was  converted  into  a  limited  liability  company, 
with  a  capital  of  50,0002.,  and  since  then  its  progress  has 
continued.  Mr.  Hay  was  a  good  business  man  and  keenly 
alive  to  the  tastes  of  the  times  as  regards  beverages.  He 
had  a  strong  personality,  and  his  large-heartedness  found 
play  in  many  private  acts  of  philanthropy  little  known  to  his 
confrires,  for  he  was  always  careful  to  be  guided  by  his 
personal  observation  in  any  charitable  deeds  done  by  him. 
Of  recent  years  he  had  not  been  so  intimately  connected 
with  business  as  before  his  concern  was  converted  into  a 
limited  company,  and  he  had  been  devoting  a  good  deal  of 
his  spare  time  to  the  rearing  of  hackneys,  but  his  stud  was 
disposed  of  some  eighteen  months  ago.  Mr.  Hay  married 
late  in  life,  and  is  survived  by  a  widow  and  family. 

Nix  — On  June  10,  at  Billericay,  Essex,  Mr.  John  Knowles 
Nix,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  84.  Mr.  Nix,  who  had 
been  in  business  at  Billericay  for  over  half  a  century,  was 
for  many  years  manager  of  the  Town  Hall  Company 
(Limited),  and  a  warden  of  St.  Mary's  Church. 

Ratsey.— On  June  9,  at  East  Cowes  (Isle  of  Wight),  Mr. 
John  Madden  Ratsey,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  61. 
Mr.  Ratsey,  who  died  somewhat  suddenly,  had  carried  on 
business  at  East  Cowes  for  many  years.  He  was  patronised 
by  the  late  Queen  Victoria,  and  used  to  show  with  pride  the 
entries  in  his  prescription-book  for  various  members  of  the 
Royal  Family.  He  was  never  tired  of  telling  of  the  kindly 
manner  he  was  treated  by  the  Princesses  who  came  to  his 
pharmacy,  which  was  situated  near  the  gates  of  Osborne 
House.  By  his  death  the  poor  lose  a  generous  friend,  and 
the  town  a  highly  esteemed  citizen. 

Roberts. — At  Bethesda,  Bangor,  on  June  17,  after  a  long 
and  painful  illness,  Mr.  R.  Prichard  Roberts,  M.R.O.S.,  L.S.A., 
son  of  the  late  Mr.  Meshach  Roberts,  chemist,  Bangor. 
Mr.  Roberts  was  about  45  years  of  age.  He  studied  at 
University  College,  London,  and  qualified  in  1881. 

Robertson. — Particulars  have  just  been  received  of  the 
death  from  black  fever  at  Lake  Mweru,  Congo  Free  State 
Central  Africa  of  Mr.  Daniel  Coutts  Robertson,  chemist  and 
druggist.  Aged  27.  Mr.  Robertson  served  his  apprentice- 
ship with  Mr.  Ross,  Galashiels,  after  which  he  studied  at  the 
Royal  Dispensary,  Edinburgh,  and  passed  his  Minor  in  1895. 
He  commenced  work  for  the  Major,  but  the  offer  of  a 
managership  of  a  coffee  plantation  in  Central  Africa,  induced 
him  to  fo»sake  pharmacy,  for  the  more  exciting  life  of  the 
tropics.  He  was  a  keen  sportsman,  and  only  a  month  before 
his  death  succeeded  in  killing  a  lion  which  was  causing 
terror  in  tke  district,  having  killed  one  of  his  "  boys."  This 
was  not  his  first  encounter  with  the  king  of  the  forest,  for 
about  a  year  ago  we  gave  particulars  of  a  remarkable 
experience  which  he  had  with  a  lion  while  cycling. 

Thorne. — At  Kennedy  Town  Hospital,  Hong-Kong,  on 
May  9,  from  plague,  Mr.  Harold  Thorne,  late  of  Tunbridge 
Wells.  Aged  22.  Mr.  Thorne  went  to  Hong-Kong  last 
October  to  take  up  a  four-years'  engagement  in  the  Hong- 
Kong  dispensary  of  Messrs.  A.  S.  Watson  &  Co.  (Limited). 
He  was  buried  at  Happy  Valley,  and  Mr.  Thorne,  being  a 
member  of  the  Volunteer  Field  Battery,  was  accorded  a 
military  funeral.  It  is  reported  that  Mr.  H.  C.  Howorth, 
whose  death  at  Hong-Kong  we  reported  last  week,  also  died 
of  plague. 
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Scientific  progress 


Inorganic  Ferments. — Bredig  and  Ikeda,  in  the  Ztitschrift 
fur  Pliysikalische  Chemie,  give  some  further  details  about  in- 
organic ferments.  In  the  first  paper  an  analogy  was  made  out  in 
the  behaviour  of  colloidal  platinum  and  organic  enzymes, 
especially  those  present  in  blood.  The  present  paper  shows  that 
as  minute  traces  of  certain  substances  inhibit  the  catalytic  action 
of  the  enzymes  of  the  blood  so  traces  of  the  same,  or  similar  sub- 
stances, act  as  poison  to  colloidal  platinum.  Hydrocyanic  acid, 
the  strongest  blood-poison  when  present  in  the  quantity  of  0'0014 
miligranimes  HCN  per  litre,  reduces  the  activity  of  colloidal 
platinum  one-half.  Other  blood-poisons  such  as  iodide  of  cyano- 
gen, mercuric  chloride,  phosphorus,  and  carbon  monoxide  have 
similar  actions. 

Tile  Composition  of  Maize  Oil. — According  to  Vulteaud 
Gibson  maize  oil  is  a  highly  complex  mixture  of  fatty 
glycerides  with  a  small  quantity  of  a  volatile  oil  and  some  un- 
saponifiable  matter.  The  volatile  oil  possesses,  as  would  be 
expected,  the  characteristic  odour  of  maize,  but  nothing  is  known 
of  its  constitution.  The  unsaponifiable  matter  consists  chiefly 
of  phytosterin,  but  a  small  quantity  of  lecithin  was  also  extracted 
from  it.  The  amount  of  glycerin  was  found  to  be  about  10  per 
cant.,  and  amongst  the  mixture  of  fatty  acids  were  detected 
palmitic,  arachic,  hypogoeic,  oleic,  linoleic,  and  ricinoleic  acids  ;  the 
volatile  fatty  acids  consists  of  acetic,  caproic,  caprylic,  and  capric 
acids.    (Pharm.  Central.  1901,  355.) 

The  Preparation  of  Quinine  Cbloro-carbonate. — 
According  to  Zimmer  &  Co.  the  following  method  yields  excellent 
results  in  the  preparation  of  the  carbonic  esters  of  the  alkaloids 
quinine  and  cinchonidine,  and  patents  have  been  taken  out  for  the 
same  : — 36'05  kilos,  of  anhydrous  hydrochloride  of  quinine  are 
dissolved  in  200  kilos,  of  chloroform,  and  4'9  kilos,  of  phosgene 
are  allowed  to  react  with  the  alkaloid,  the  solution  being 
kept  as  cold  as  possible  all  the  time.  The  reaction  is  over  in 
twenty- four  hours,  and  the  hydrochloride  of  the  ester  is  re- 
crystallised  from  hot  alcohol.  The  reaction  takes  place  as 
follows : — 

/C.20H,3No02.HCl 
2C2uH.>4N,02.HCl  +  COClo  =  CO\ 

XC1 

+  C20HMN20,.2HC1. 
A  Wew  Camphor  Derivative. — If  equal  parts  of  cam- 
phoric acid  and  para-phenitidin  are  allowed  to  react  in  a  closed 
tube  at  230°  a  brown  gummy  mass  results,  from  which  by  re- 
crystallisation  there  can  be  obtained,  according  to  C.  Goldschmidt, 
(Chem.  Zeit.,  1901,  41),  a  compound  of  the  two  bodies.  If  alcohol 
be  used  as  the  solvent  the  compound  is  obtained  as  a  white 
powder,  with  a  crystalline  structure.  It  is  soluble  in  ethertoluene 
or  hot  water.  After  several  recrystallisations  from  hot  water  and 
alcohol  it  is  obtained  in  a  pure  state,  and  then  melts  at  112°.  It 
has  the  formula — 

/C0\ 

C8HU/ cQ  \N  C6H4  0'C2H5. 

It  is  said  to  be  a  powerful  antipyretic,  and  is  also  of  great  value 
in  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

The  Resin  of  Finns  Sylvestris. — A  contribution  to  the 
chemistry  of  the  resins  by  Tschirsch  and  Niederstadt  appears  in 
the  current  issue  of  the  Archiv  der  Pliarmazie  (1901,  167), 
dealing  with  that  of  the  true  Pinus  sylvestris.  The  resin  upon 
which  the  experiments  were  carried  out  was  obtained  from 
Finland.  In  the  first  place  the  ordinary  analytical  figures  of  the 
crude  resin  were  determined.  The  acid  number  was  found  to 
vary  between  156'8  and  165'2,  and  the  total  saponification  number 
between  much  the  same  limits,  so  that  practically  no  esters 
exist  in  the  resin.  The  iodine  number  was  found  to  be  about  66. 
The  results  of  a  very  lengthy  examination  of  the  constituents  of 
the  resin  may  be  summarised  as  follows : — The  free-resin  acids 
are  chiefly  amorphous,  but  a  small  quantity  of  crystalline  acids 
also  exist.  The  crystalline  acid,  sylveolic  acid,  was  identified  of 
the  formula  CjjHjoOo,  and  also  two  acids  of  the  formula?  Ci5H2fi02 
and  C14H2402,  which  are  termed  alpha-  and  beta-silvinolic  acids. 
Both  of  these  acids  are  amorphous.  A  neutral  resinous  com- 
pound was  also  identified,  which  the  author  termed  silvoresene. 
It  was  not  analysed,  and  its  chemical  identity  cannot  be  said  to 
be  properly  established.  Traces  of  a  bitter  principle  were  also 
found,  and  an  essential  oil  consisting  chiefly  of  terpenes.  The 
quantitative  composition  of  the  resin  is  as  follows : — Sylveolic 
acid,  1'5  per  cent. ;  silvinolic  acids,  58  to  60  per  cent. ;  essential 
oil,  15  per  cent. ;  resene,  20  to  21  per  cent.  ;  bitter  principle,  &c, 
1  to  2  per  cent. 

Colour-reactions  of  the  Opium  Alkaloids. — Ac- 
cording to  Deniges  (Repertoire  de  Pharmacie,  1901,  53),  a  mixture 
of  2  or  3  c.c.  of  sulphuric  acid  with  2  or  3  drops  of  a  5-per-cent 
solution  of  ethylic  aldehyde  in  alcohol  forms  a  reagent  which 
gives  very  characteristic  colours  with  the  alkaloids  of  opium.  A 


few  milligrammes  of  the  alkaloids  or  their  salts  and  a  few  drop3 
of  the  reagent  give  the  colours  as  follows: — 

Morphine  or  codeine,  bright-yellow,  passing  to  orange-yellow. 

Apomorphine,  yellow,  passing  to  red-orange. 

Oxydimorphine,  yellow,  passing  to  green,  then  to  a  "  dead-leaf  " 
tint. 

Narcotine,  violet-red,  passing  to  carmine,  then  to  blood-red. 
Narceine,  yellow,  passing  to  red-brown,  then  to  orange. 
Papaverine,  violet,  passing  to  carmine,  then  to  burgundy-red. 
Thebaine,  orange. 

The  author  proceeds  to  say  that  these  reactions  are  interesting, 
but  do  not  give  such  useful  results  as  when  formic  aldehyde  is 
used  instead  of  ordinary  aldehyde.  The  following  colours  are 
then  obtained  :  — 

Morphine  orange-carmine-violet-brown. 

Codeine,  carmine  violet,  blue-yellowish  brown. 

Apomorphine,  blood-red,  "  then  red-violet,  then  sepia,  then 
passing  to  a  bluish  and  tending  slowly  towards  green  " — we  need 
not  go  further— in  fact  we  have  only  given  the  above  space  to  this 
paper  in  order  to  show  to  what  absurd  lengths  some  "  researches  " 
on  the  alkaloids  are  taken. 


Gbe  Bafterian  Xecture. 


PKOFESSOR  JAMES  DEWAR,  F.R.S.,  delivered  this  annual 
lecture  to  the  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Society  on  Thurs- 
day, June  13,  at  4  30  p.m.  The  subject  was  "  The  Nadir  of 
Temperature  and  Allied  Problems,"  and  it  was  divided  into 
five  sections,  viz. :  (1)  Physical  Properties  of  Liquid  and 
Solid  Hydrogen  ;  (2)  Separation  of  Free  Hydrogen  and 
other  Gases  from  Air  ;  (3)  Electric  Resistance  Thermometry 
at  the  Boiling-point  of  Hydrogen  ;  (4)  Experiments  on  the 
Liquefaction  of  Helium  at  the  MeltiDg-point  of  Hydrogen ; 
(5)  Pyro-electricity,  Phosphorescence,  &c.  In  the  first 
section  the  lecturer  dealt  with  the  factors  that  he  has 
obtained  in  the  examination  of  liquid  and  solid  hydrogen, 
recalling  the  fact  that  20-5°  absolute  is  the  boiling-point  of 
the  liquid  and  16°  melting-point.  The  latent  heat  of  the 
liquid  about  the  boiling-point  is  200  units,  and  that  of  solid 
hydrogen  about  16  units.  The  specific  heat  of  the  liquid 
between  freezing  and  boiling  points  is  about  6,  so  that  it 
follows  the  law  of  Dulong  and  Petit.  The  refractive  index 
is  1-12.  In  the  second  section  of  the  lecture  Professor  Dewar 
described  the  use  of  liquid  hydrogen  for  isolating  the  rare 
gases  in  the  air.  First  the  common  constituents  of  the 
atmosphere  are  with  liquid  air  condensed,  and  there  is  left 
an  uncondensable  part  representing  of  the  volume 

of  air  employed.  This  residue  consists  of  32-5  per  cent, 
of  hydrogen,  8  per  cent,  of  nitrogen,  and  60  per  cent, 
of  helium,  neon,  &c.  By  the  removal  of  hydrogen  and 
nitrogen  from  this  mixture  the  Professor  was  enabled  to 
solidify  the  neon  by  cooling  in  liquid  hydrogen.  He  also 
demonstrated  that  there  exists  in  air  a  gaseous  material  that 
may  be  separated  when  the  air  is  liquefied  as  by  sucking  air 
through  a  spiral  containing  glass-wool  and  immersed  in 
liquid  air.  The  condensed  gas  so  obtained,  after  purific  ation 
shows  spectroscopic  bands  of  xenon  and  crypton.  In  dealing 
with  the  liquefaction  of  helium,  he  stated  that  the  hope  of 
being  able  to  liquefy  it  is  dependent  on  subjecting  it  to 
freezing  with  liquid  hydrogen  under  exhaustion,  and  the  re- 
sulting liquid  must  be  collected  in  vacuum  vessels  sur- 
rounded with  liquid  hydrogen.  If  liquid  helium  can  be 
produced  with  the  probable  boiling-point  of  5°  absolute,  we 
must  find  another  gas,  as  much  more  volatile  than  helium  as 
helium  is  than  hydrogen,  in  order  to  reach  within  1°  of  the 
zero  of  temperature.  If  the  helium  group  comprises  a  sub- 
stance having  the  atomic  weight  2,  or  half  that  of  helium, 
such  a  gas  will  bring  us  nearer  the  desired  goal. 

The  lecture  was  illustrated  with  many  experiments  with 
liquid  hydrogen,  of  which  1J  litre  had  been  conveyed  from 
the  Royal  Institution  laboratories  in  Albemarle  Street  round 
Piccadilly,  and  into  the  Royal  Society's  rooms  in  Burlington 
House,  the  first  time  that  such  a  quantity  has  been  conveyed 
through  the  public  streets.  Professor  Dewar  showed  how  a 
crystal  of  uranium  nitrate  when  placed  in  liquid  hydrogen 
becomes  for  a  time  self-luminous,  on  account  of  the  high 
electric  stimulation  brought  about  by  the  cooling  causing 
actual  electric  discharges  between  the  crystal  molecules. 
When  the  cooled  crystal  was  removed  from  the  liquid,  the 
luminosity  and  electric  discharges  took  place  again  during 
the  return  to  normal  temperature. 
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Gbe  art  of  fl>barmac\>. 


Presidential  Decoration  Levee. 


The  Dedication  Hymn. 


The  years  have  rolled,  our  youth  has  fled, 
Mature  we've  grown,  our  hoary  head 
With  threescore  winters  silvered  shines, 
And;crow's-feet  creep,  and  cramp  entwines 
Our  well-fed  limbs  ;  let's  be  en  fete 
Ere  we  forget — ere  we  forget. 

This  gladsome  year — our  jubilee — 
By  strenuous  Ancient  Moon's  decree, 
With  solemn  ritual,  gorgeous  state, 
And  courtly  garb,  we  decorate 
With  badge  delusive  as  De  Wet, 
Lest  we  forget — lest  we  forget. 

Our  Chief  on  palanquin  we  bring  ; 
The  Choir  around  sweet  vespers  sing  ; 
The  Vice,  be-pestelled,  leads  the  throng. 
Soand  loud  the  timbrel,  strike  the  gong, 
And  send  us  half  a-guinea  net, 
Lest  ye  forget — lest  ye  forget. 

Our  grim  forefathers  hanging  round, 
Beam  gay  approval ;  ne'er  a  sound 
Of  dark  dissension  mars  the  scene ; 
And  placid  Jacob  smiles  serene 
On  us,  his  offspring,  friendly  met, 
Ne'er  to  forget — ne'er  to  forget. 


Mark  well  the  row  that  skirts  the  wall 
(Beginning  Peter,  ending  Paul), 
Scan  well  the  Stalwarts — men  of  mark, 
Lords,  Squires,  and  Colonels,  Inglis  Clark, 
Layman  and  Linstead,  Farr  more  yet, 
We'll  ne'er  forget — we'll  ne'er  forget. 

With  laurel  we've  bedecked  his  brow, 
And  breast  with  Badge  we  will  endow  ; 
While  Scribes  (e'en  generations  two) 
And  genial  Treasurer  bestrew 
The  throne  with  Parmese  violet, 
Lest  he  forget— lest  he  forget. 

The  Courtiers. 

Prom  left  to  right  the  portraits  are  intended  to  represent  : — 

Top  Bow.— Mr.  Peter  Boa,  Mr.  A.  C.  Wootton,  Colonel  Wyley, 
Mr.  H.  S.  Wellcome,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  Sir  James  Haslett,  M.P., 
Mr.  A.  Cooper,  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  Dr.  John  Attfield,  Mr.  M.  Car- 
teighe,  Dr.  B.  H.  Paul,  Mr.  Walter  Hills  [here  stands  the  throne], 
Mr.  Elias  Bremridge,  Mr.  R  Bremridge,  and  Mr.  S.  B.  Atkins. 

Middle  Bow  (from  right  to  left). — Mr.  G.  C.  Druce  (with  college 
cap),  Mr.  E.  H.  Farr,  Mr.  F.  W.  Fletcher,  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  las 
mace-bearer),  Mr.  George  Barclay,  The  Pbesident  (in  the 
State  Palanquin ),  Mr.  A.  Sydney  Campkin,  Dr.  Inglis  Clark,  Mr. 
F.  M.  Fisk,  Mr.  G.  B.  Francis,  and  Mr.  fm,  Ransom. 

Bottom  Bow  (from  left  to  right). — "Fred"|(with  "Square" 
buttons  and  his  goat),  Mr.  E.  F.  Linstead,  Mr.  Alfred  Soutball, 
Mr.  Lord  Gifford,  Mr.  Charles  TJmney,  Mr.  P.  W.  Squire,  Mr. 
Layman,  Dr.  C.  Symes,  Mr.  Frank  Kansom,  Mr.  "Walter  Gibbons, 
and  Mr.  Wm.  Martindale. 
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Observations  ano  IReflection^ 

By  Xratser. 


The  Mysterious  Committee 

appointed  by  the  Privy  Council  to 
consider  the  amendment  of  the  poisons  schedule  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act  looks  all  right  on  paper.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  the 
Chairman,  is  a  clever  man,  and  has  the  reputation  of  being  an 
independent  thinker.  Mr.  Martindale  should  at  least  neutralise 
Mr.  Cross,  who  is  handicapped  by  the  circumstance  that  he 
has  an  axe  of  his  own  to  grind ;  and  Professors  Thorpe  and 
Tilden  and  Dr.  Stevenson  are,  I  hope  justly,  suspected  of 
pharmaceutical  sympathies.  So  far  all  seems  promising. 
Mr.  Cross  is  practically  a  prisoner,  and  though  he  will  be 
allowed  to  have  his  say  judgment  against  him  seems  already 
as  good  as  signed.  But  all  this  ignores  the  engineer  of  the 
whole  business,  Mr.  J.  H.  Harrison,  whose  name  comes  last 
on  the  list.  "  Voila  l'ennemi,"  as  Gambetta  said.  Mr. 
Cross's  enemy,  I  hope  ;  but  he  may  be  ours.  At  any  rate 
Mr.  Harrison  has  got  the  Committee  appointed,  he  knows 
exactly  what  he  means  it  to  do,  and  I  am  not  quite  sure  that 
he  is  not  the  author  of  that  old  P  C.  heresy,  the  third  part  of 
the  poisons  schedule,  to  comprise  dangerous  substances 
which  may  be  sold  by  anybody. 

Mr.  Harrison 

is  an  astute  diplomatist.  He  will  listen  with  the 
most  respectful  interest  and  attention  to  both  Mr.  Cross  and 
Mr.  Martindale  ;  he  will  be  struck  by  their  arguments,  and 
both  will  be  convinced  that  they  have  secured  a  supporter. 
Then  Mr.  Harrison  will  intimate  that  he  will  consult  the 
Lord  President.  That  means  Mr.  Fitzroy,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council.  There  is  nothing  very  serious  so  long  as  a  P.C. 
official  talks  of  "  the  Lord  President "  only  ;  but  one  day 
Mr.  Harrison  will  say  "the  Duke"  thinks  this,  or  "his 
Grace  "  suggests  that.  Then  it  is  all  over.  The  members  of 
the  Committee  may  as  well  take  their  hats  and 
umbrellas  and  go  home.  They  may  stay  and  talk  if  they 
like ;  but  there  is  no  appeal  against  "  the  Duke."  "  I  will 
not  permit  the  Parliament  to  discuss  my  edicts,  M.  le 
President,"  said  Louis  XIV.  Mr.  Harrison  will  never  say 
such  a  stupid  thing  as  that,  but  he  will  get  there  just  the 
same. 

Mr.  Chamberlain's  Sneer 

at  the  "  trades-union  rule  "  of  the 
Medical  Council,  under  which  Dr.  Irvine  had  been  con- 
demned, had  a  chastening  effect.  When  that  gentleman's 
case  came  again  before  the  Council  Sir  William  Gairdner 
very  discreetly  asked  him  if  he  quite  understood  that  the 
gravamen  of  the  charge  against  him  was  the  advertising. 
Dr.  Irvine  acquiesced,  though  with  apparent  surprise.  Mr 
George  Brown  (direct  representative)  dissented  from  this, 
view,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  charge  was  what  was 
found  proved  in  November,  which  included  the  infamy  of 
"a  reduced  fee,"  as  well  as  advertising.  Mr.  Brown  was 
murmured  down,  though  his  only  fault  was  consistency.  He 
had  not  the  keenness  to  recognise  that  "  things  had  took  a 
turn,"  as  Mr.  Toole  used  to  say,  since  November.  And, 
curiously  enough,  neither  the  Lancet  nor  the  British  Medical 
Journal  reports  Mr.  Brown's  remarks  on  the  point  at  all. 

The  Middlesex  Inspector 

who  wants  Ithuriel's  spear  and  the 
ring  of  Gyges  added  to  his  official  outfit  takes  risks  in  his 
classical  allusions.  I  knew  about  Ithuriel's  spear  which 
makes  everything  touched  by  it  assume  its  true  form,  and 
&ee  no  objection  to  a  contract  being  placed  by  the  L.G.B.  for 


a  few  grosses  of  them.  The  ring  of  Gyges  was  beyond  me ; 
but  I  have  looked  it  up  and  find  that  Gyges  was  a  servant  of 
a  Lydian  king,  and  that  he  got  possession  oE  a  ring  which 
made  him  invisible.  Armed  with  this,  and  with  the  con- 
nivance of  the  queen  (for  Gyges  was  a  very  handsome  man), 
he  got  into  the  king's  bedroom  and  stabbed  him  while  he 
slept,  seized  the  queen  and  the  kingdom,  and  subsequently 
besieged  and  conquered  the  city  of  Magnesia.  It  is  not 
recorded  whether  he  found  the  city  of  the  nature,  substance, 
and  quality  he  expected.  But  Mr.  Bridge,  the  inspector,  has 
shown  his  hand. 

Itis 

is  another  pie  ;e  of  classical  lore  1  have  learned  about  this 
week.  I  thought  it  meant  inflammation  or  irritation.  So  it 
does  when  it  appears  in  the  name  of  a  disease,  as  bronchitis, 
arthritis,  appendicitis,  and  so  on.  But  it  is  not  Greek  for 
inflammation  ;  it  means  in  Greek  "  like,"  "  of  the  nature  of," 
and  in  that  capacity  became  an  ordinary  adjectival  termina- 
tion. I  gather  from  a  correspondent  of  Notes  and,  Queries 
that  Hippocrates  used  it  in  the  same  way  as  we  do,  but  the 
N.  $  Q.  correspondent  demands  that  someone  shall  tell  him 
why  Hippocrates  adopted  it  with  the  meaning  of  inflamma- 
tion. Even  Dr.  Murray  cannot  answer.  His  dictionary 
only  supposes  that  nosos,  disease,  was  understood  ;  a  very 
lame  escape  from  the  difficulty. 

A  Close  Time 

for  the  sale  of  poisons  and  for  dispensing,  or 
rather  the  announcement  of  one,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Reid, 
is  impracticable  for  the  reason  which  he  points  out  himself, 
that  it  would  only  play  into  the  hands  of  the  larger  firms 
who  always  have  a  qualified  man  on  the  spot.  It  may  be 
adopted  but  at  least  need  not  be  placarded.  Nothing  makes 
the  public  want  a  thing  so  badly  as  a  hindrance  to  their 
getting  it.  Moreover,  they  always  particularly  want  it  just 
when  it  is  most  inconvenient  to  supply  it.  I  remember  in 
my  apprenticeship-days  it  became  proverbial  that  when- 
ever a  favourite  dish  was  on  the  table,  one  of  us  would 
certainly  be  called  away  to  serve  a  pennyworth  of  chloride 
of  lime,  soft  soap,  or  blue  unction. 

The  Indoors  System, 

according  to  Mr.  R.  E.  Wright,  is  doomed  ; 
in  his  opinion  it  has  been  a  failure.  I  am  not  convinced  of 
either  of  these  propositions,  and  I  think  a  large  number  of 
assistants  would  regret  such  a  result  as  he  hopes  for.  A 
thousand  members,  organisation,  sacrifice,  fighting ;  what 
for?  To  end  our  white  slavery,  says  Mr.  Wright.  The  white 
slaves  that  I  know  in  the  drug-trade  seem  fairly  well  fed  and 
contented,  and  with  the  world  to  choose  from  the  "  poorly 
housed,  meagrely  fed,  and  miserably  paid  "  ones  to  whom 
Mr.  Wright  refers  can  easily  find  a  more  effective  remedy 
than  waiting  for  energetic  action  by  an  organisation  which 
has  been  "  just  about  to  begin  "  for  so  many  years. 

The  Goodwill  of  Drug  Businesses 

has  been  the  subject  of  au 
interesting  discussion  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of 
Australasia,  and  half  a  dozen  of  the  wholesale  firms  who 
are  concerned  in  the  transferring  of  colonial  businesses,  have 
given  their  views.  All  say  "  no  rule  can  be  laid  down." 
Messrs.  Felton,  Grim  wade  &  Co.  say  :  "Although  we  have 
transferred  a  great  many  businesses  during  the  last  thirty- 
five  years,  we  are  not  to-day  any  more  able  to  fix  any 
regular  scale  of  goodwill  than  we  were  when  we  commenced 
business.  The  governing  factors  are  so  variable."  Other 
firms  say  the  same  thing  in  different  words,  and  we  should 
no  doubt  get  similar  opinions  here.  Roughly  speaking  the 
goodwill  of  a  business  is  worth  as  much  as  you  can  get  for 
it.  But  I  think  it  may  be  more  scientifically  defined  as 
"  the  investment  value."  "  Put  your  money  in  this  concern  ; 
you  will  not  have  the  least  trouble  with  it ;  it  will  run  of 
itself ;  it  cannot  be  affected  by  competition  ;  and  there  is  a 
certain  10  per  cent,  for  you."  So  far  as  that  is  true  there  is 
goodwill.  But  there  is  no  goodwill  in  a  business  which  will 
only  yield  a  fair  year's  wages  for  a  fair  year's  work. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

Oh  "  Sanitas "  Co., 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  o£  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"SANITAS"  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  include 
"SOLDIS,"  "OKOL,"  "CREOCIDE,"  "  FORMITAS," 
"KINCZETT'S  PATENT  SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES," 
"SULPHUGATORS,"  "FORMIC  SULPHUGATORS,"  "FORMIC 
AIR  PURIFIERS,"  "FORMIC  FUMICATORS,"  KINCZETT'S 
PATENT  DRAIN  TESTERS,  SHEEP  DIPS,  WEED  KILLER, 
PATENT  PRESERVED  PEROXIDE  OF  HYDROGEN,  INHALERS, 
DISINFECTORS,  FUMICATORS,  BRONCHITIS  KETTLES,  and 
other  Sanitary  &  Disinfecting  Appliances. 

Full  Catalogue  and  "How  to  Disinfect "  Book  will  be  sent  free  on 
application  to — 

THE  "SfflTAS"  CO.,  Ltd.,  Mhnal  Green,  LONDON,  E. 


THE 


ROYAL  VISIT  TO  THE  COLONIES 

The  only  Filters  supplied  to  the  s.s.  Ophir  for 
the  use  of  T.R.  H.  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  Cornwall  and  York  and  Suite  were 

PASTEUR  (Cumberland)  FILTERS 

The  only  Filters  awarded  Grand  Prix, 
Paris,  1900. 

Sole  Makers  :  J.  DEFRIES  &  SONS,  Limited. 
147   HOUNDSDITCH,   LONDON,  E.C. 


A  •  TM05.-  KERFOOT-      C9  •  a 

T  MAMUFACTURINO  PHAPMACtUTICQL  Ctif  f115T5  1; 


f/^I^Ai  EFFERVESCIBL-& 

rT^'AO'lil'BSIv 

f  Made  by  special  Process.  Patented  at  Home  and  Abroad. 
M  he  only  Effervescible  PKepacation  of  Magnesia  Suirable  for  Export, 
Keeps  indefinitely.  All  Medicated  Varieties Stocked. 
PRICES  &  SAMPLES  ON  APPLICATION. 
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Can  be  obtained  from  all  Chemists, 
Grocers,  dec,  in  2-oz.  Tins,  7d.5 
and  in  4-oz.  tins  Is. 


SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 


Can  be 
obtained  from  all 
Chemists,  Grocers,  &c,  in  2-oz.  Tins, 
7d.,  and  in  4-oz.  tins,  Is. 


GEO.  NELSON,  DALE  &  CO.,  Ld. 

14  DOWCATE  HILL,  LONDON,  E.G. 


PATENTS,    DESIGNS,  AND 
TRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  of 
the  Society  at  reasonable  charges.  Registration! 
throughout  the  world.  Advice  as  to  infringement! 
preliminary  to  litigation. 

TRADE  MARK  PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

322  HIGH  HOLBORN.  W.C. 


Sale  of  Vermin=killers. 

We  report  to-day  proceedings  taken  by  the  police  against 
Mr.  Simpson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Stowmarket,  for  selling 
vermin-killer,  through  an  assistant,  to  a  person  unknown  to 
the  assistant,  also  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist.  It  was 
assumed  by  the  police  thai  vermin-killers  are  included  in 
Part  1  of  the  Poisons  Schedule,  but  the  only  thing  they  had 
to  go  upon  was  a  list  of  poisons  published  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Calendar  of  the 
Society.  This  is  a  common  assumption,  and  as  the  item  is 
not  included  in  Part  1  of  the  schedule  as  printed  in  The 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diaey,  it  may  be  just  as  well 
to  give  the  reasons  why.  Vermin-killers  were  not  mentioned 
in  the  schedule  to  the  Act  as  passed  by  Parliament,  but  on 
December  1,  1869,  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  resolved  and 
declared  that  "  each  of  the  following  articles,  viz. : — 
Preparations  of  prussic  acid, 

Preparations  of  cyanide  of  potassium  and  of  all  metallic 
cyanides, 

Preparations  of  strychnine, 
Preparations  of  atropine, 
Preparations  of  corrosive  sublimate, 
Preparations  of  morphine, 

Eed  oxide  of  mercury  (commonly  known  as  red  precipitate  of 
mercury), 

Ammoniated  mercury  (commonly  known  as  white  precipitate 
of  mercury), 

Every  compound  containing  any  poison  within  the  meaning  of 
1  The  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,'  when  prepared  or  sold  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  vermin, 

The  tincture  and  all  vesicating  liquid  preparations  of  cantha- 
rides 

— ought  to  be  deemed  a  poison  within  the  meaning  of  tbe 
'  Pharmacy  Act,  1868 ' ;  and  also  that  of  the  same  each  of  the 
following  articles,  viz. : — 

Preparations  of  prussic  acid, 

Preparations  of  cyanide  of  potassium  and  of  all  metallic 
cyanides, 

Preparations  of  strychnine, 
Preparations  of  atropine 

— ought  to  be  deemed  a  poison  in  the  first  part  of  the 
Schedule  A  to  the  said  '  Pharmacy  Act,  1868.' " 

This  resolution  was  duly  approved  by  the  Privy  Council 
and  gazetted.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  resolution  does  not 
deem  vermin-killer  to  be  a  poison  in  the  first  part  of  the 
schedule,  nevertheless  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  list 
of  poisons  occur  these  entries : — 


In  Part  1. 

Vermin-killers,  if  prepara- 
tions of  poisons  the  prepara- 
tions of  which  are  in  Part  1 
of  this  schedule. 


In  Part  2. 

Vermin-killers  (see  Part  1). 
Compounds  containing  "  Poi- 
sons," prepared  for  the  de- 
struction of  vermin,  if  not 
subject  to  the  provisions  of 
Part  1  are  in  Part  2. 
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We  do  not  know  upon  what  authority  these  entries  are 
made.  The  terms  of  the  1869  resolution,  first  quoted,  differ 
from  both  of  them.  Apparently  it  has  been  assumed  that  if 
a  vermin-killer  is  a  preparation  of  a  poison  occurring  as  such 
in  the  first  part  of  the  schedule,  it  also  must  be  treated  as 
of  the  first  part.  This  is  not  an  unreasonable  inference,  and 
the  trade  generally  have  acted  upon  it,  but  it  is  not 
warranted  by  the  resolution  of  December  1,  1869,  which 
makes  it  as  plain  as  possible  that  only  four  of  the  ten 
articles  named  are  to  be  deemed  to  be  poisons  in  the  first  part 
of  Ihe schedule,  and  these  four  do  not  include  vermin-killers. 
The  terms  of  the  resolution  in  respect  to  the  latter  are 
remarkably  specific — "every  compound  containing  any 
poison  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  when  prepared  or  sold 
for  the  destruction  of  vermin,"  is  deemed  to  be  a  poison. 
There  is  no  getting  over  the  fact  that  these  terms  place 
vermin-killers  containing  any  poison  in  Part  2,  for  "any 
poison  "  includes  each  and  every  poison  in  the  whole 
schedule,  Parts  1  and  2.  The  wording  "  when  prepared  or 
sold  for  the  destruction  of  vermin "  also  shows  that  such 
compounds  are  not  regarded  as  preparations  in  the  ordinary 
sense,  and  the  very  first  opportunity  the  Legislature  had  of 
considering  the  matter — viz.,  in  the  Sale  of  Poisons  (Ireland) 
Act,  passed  in  1870,  about  seven  months  after  the  resolution 
referred  to — vermin-killers  were  placed  in  Part  2  of  the 
schedule,  in  these  terms  : — 

Every  compound  containing  any  of  the  poisons  mentioned  in 
tins  schedule  when  prepared  or  sold  for  the  destruction  of  vermin. 

Here  is  conclusive  proof  that  such  compounds  were  not,  at 
(he  time  of  the  resolution,  regarded  as  being  in  Part  1  if 
they  contained  any  preparation  specified  in  Part  1.  We 
may  also  recall  the  fact  that  it  was  in  the  wording  of  the 
1869  resolution  that  the  Privy  Council  found,  in  1900,  a  pre- 
cedent for  providing  exemption  in  respect  to  certain  prepara- 
tions of  carbolic  acid.  It  is  undoubtedly  regrettable  that 
compounds  of  arsenic,  strychnine,  and  other  Part  1  poisons 
come  into  Part  2  when  prepared  or  sold  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  vermin,  but  the  wording  of  the  resolution 
and  of  the  Irish  Act  are  specific  on  the  point,  and 
we  merely  restate  it.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  these 
considerations  were  not  submitted  to  the  Stowmarket 
Magistrates,  and  that  the  so-called  official  list  of  poisons 
was  exclusively  relied  upon,  without  reference  to  the  resolu- 
tions approved  by  the  Privy  Council.  These  resolutions 
only  are  now  printed  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Register,  and 
the  list  of  poisons  is  no  longer  given  in  it.  The  Register  is 
authoritative  in  courts  of  justice,  and  the  absence  of  the 
list  from  the  book  is  sufficiently  striking  to  incite  inquiry. 
We  do  not  blame  Mr.  Simpson  for  not  fighting  to  the  bitter 
end — litigation  is  not  enjoyable  under  any  circumstances — 
but  we  think  that,  in  view  of  the  facts  which  we  have  stated, 
some  authoritative  declaration  would  be  advantageous.  It 
is  a  common  practice  in  the  trade  to  register  all  sales 
of  vermin-killers  containing  arsenic  and  strychnine,  and 
this  is  the  safe  course  to  follow,  while  it  is  consistent  with 
the  reputation  of  registered  men  in  safeguarding,  as  far  as 
lies  in  their  power,  the  distribution  of  poisons  to  the 
public. 


Responsibilities  for  Proprietaries. 

Some  interest  has  been  created  in  pharmaceutical  circles  in 
Ireland  by  an  article  printed  in  last  week's  issue  of  the 
Medical  Press  on  the  sale  of  patent  medicines,  the  moral  of 
which  is  that  the  public  are  taught  by  advertisements  of 
such  nostrums  that  the  articles  are  "  sold  by  all  respectable 
chemists,"  so  that  the  public  consider  the  respectability 


of  the  sellers  as  an  endorsement  of  the  quality  of  the 
nostrums.  This  is  the  absurd  argument  which  has  done 
justice  for  generations,  but  our  contemporary  is  careful  to 
make  little  of  it,  and  is  much  more  forcible  in  dealing  with 
the  indirect  endorsement  given  to  nostrums  by  the  official 
manner  of  stamping  them.  On  this  point  our  contemporary 
says : — ■ 

To  assist  the  involuntary  guarantee  afforded  by  the  chemist 
comes  the  apparent  guarantee  afforded  by  the  Government.  A 
small  duty  is  paid,  a  large  stamp  is  affixed,  and  the  proud  pro- 
prietor of  the  "  patent  medicine  "  is  in  the  position  of  stating  on  the 
cover  of  his  compound  "  British  Government  stamp  affixed  to  the 
cork  inside.  Guaranteed  to  be  genuine."  The  British  public,  by  a 
confusion  of  ideas  not  uncommon  with  them,  transfer  the  guarantee 
of  genuineness  from  the  outside  of  the  cork  to  the  inside  of  the 
bottle,  and  consider  that  his  Majesty's  Government  have  made 
themselves  personally  i  esponsible  for  the  effect  of  the  contents  of  the 
bottle  on  their  system.  Not  content  with  affording  this  assistance 
to  the  vendor  of  "  patent  "  rubbish,  the  Government,  presumably 
for  a  further  consideration,  print  on  the  stamp  the  name  of  the 
proprietor  of  the  compound,  and  so  enable  him  to  state  that  '  to 
guard  against  fraud  the  words  Blank  &  Co.  are  engraved  on  the 
Government  stamp  affixed  to  this  bottle."  It  is  true  that  the 
Government  have  of  late  years  added  to  the  stamp  the  words 
"the  stamp  implies  no  Government  guarantee,"  but  the  pro- 
prietor is  a  man  of  resource  and  obviates  this  little  awkwardness 
by  placing  the  stamp  inside  the  outer  cover  of  the  bottle. 

All  this  may  be  reduced  to  the  question  of  the  form  of  the 
patent- medicine  stamp,  which  undoubtedly  is  antiquated,  and 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  has  been  appealed  to  on  many 
occasions  to  alter  it  to  a  perforated  stamp,  such  as  is  used  in 
the  United  States  for  similar  purposes  ;  but  the  Board  has 
refused  to  make  any  alteration,  because  leading  manufac- 
turers of  proprietary  medicines  declare  that  the  form  of 
stamp  has  come  to  be  regarded  abroad,  and  by  a  large 
section  of  the  public  at  home,  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  get- 
up  of  the  medicines,  and  it  is  well  known  to  business  men 
that  a  slight  alteration  in  the  get-up  may  kill  a  good-going 
article.  Apart  from  that,  the  Board  is  always  slow  to  inter- 
fere with  a  tax  that  yields  a  large  revenue  with  little  trouble. 
The  medicine-stamp  tax  now  yields  well  over  a  quarter  of  a 
million  a  year,  and  is  on  the  increase,  so  that  the  Inland 
Revenue  authorities  are  not  at  all  likely  to  do  anything 
which  will  check  the  returns.  Referring  to  the  means  for 
minimising  the  evil  of  widespread  consumption  of  patent 
medicines,  our  contemporary  makes  the  following  remarks  :  — 

The  most  effective  means  of  so  doing  would  obviously  appear  to 
be  that  pharmacists  should  refuse  to  stock  "  patent  medicines." 
This,  if  adopted  generally,  would  probably  remove  the  evil.  But 
it  is  well-nigh  useless  to  hope  that  such  a  change  will  be  made  at 
once.  If,  however,  pharmaceutical  chemists  can  be  brought  to 
understand  that  if  they  sell  a  "patent  medicine  "  which  happens 
to  contain  a  poisonous  does  of  a  drug,  and  if  the  patient  dies  in 
consequence,  they  can  be  held  responsible,  they  will  be  slow  to 
sell  to  their  customers  compounds  of  the  nature  of  which  they  are 
in  entire  ignorance.  It  will  be  no  defence  for  them  to  plead  this 
ignorance  as  an  excuse.  The  due  realisation  of  this  fact  by  phar- 
maceutical chemists  will  induce  them  to  take  the  first  step  in 
checking  this  most  undesirable  traffic.  This  step  consists  in 
making  it  plain  to  their  customers  that  they  offer  no  guarantee  of 
the  contents  of  the  bottle  they  are  selling,  but  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  customer  purchases  the  bottle  in  opposition  to  the 
implied  or  expressed  advice  of  the  pharmacist.  We  are  glad  to 
find  that  in  Dublin  this  step  has  been  already  taken  by  at  least 
one  welhknown  pharmaceutical  establishment.  In  the  future  the 
proprietor  of  the  establishment  to  which  we  refer  intends  to  fix 
the  following  notice  on  all  bottles  containing  "  patent  medi- 
cines " : — "  The  composition  and  contents  of  this  packet  being 
unknown  to  the  seller,  no  guarantee  can  be  given  or  responsibility 
accepted."  We  trust  that  his  example  will  be  speedily  followed 
by  all  other  pharmaceutical  chemists. 

We  gather  from  a  letter  written  to  our  contemporary  by 
Mr.  J.  I.  Bernard,  the  Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland,  that  he  is  the  user  of  this  label.  It  is 
curious  that  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen,  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  as  long  ago  as 
October,  1884,  wrote  a  letter  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
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on  this  subject,  wich  which  be  enclosed  a  label  used  by 
him  which  bore  the  following  statement : — 

It  is  important  to  understand  that  the  Government  stamp  upon 
patent  medicines  (so-called)  affords  no  protection  to  the  pur- 
chaser, the  formula?  of  all  such  preparations  being  of  a  secret 
character. 

It  must  not  be  assumed,  therefore,  that  this  medicine  is  entirely 
free  from  harmful  ingredients,  and  considerable  caution  should  be 
exercised  in  its  administration,  more  particularly  when  intended 
for  young  children  or  aged  persons. 

Labels  of  this  character  are  dangerous  weapons  to  handle, 
because,  by  affixing  them  to  proprietary  medicine3  sold  to 
customers,  the  users  may  give  the  manufacturers  of  such 
medicines  excellent  ground  for  libel  action.  Malicious 
disparagement  of  another's  goods  is  an  offence  which  no 
Court  hesitates  to  remedy,  and  such  disparagement  may  be 
unwittingly  committed  in  an  endeavour  to  free  oneself  from 
the  onus  of  responsibility  regarding  the  composition  or 
action  of  a  proprietary  medicine.  In  this  case  there  is  no 
axe  to  grind  except  the  pharmacist's  integrity,  but  that 
brings  him  into  exactly  the  condition  of  mind  for  "saying 
things." 

It  is  his  business  to  sell  medicines,  and  if  he  find  the  con- 
fidence placed  in  him  by  his  customers  so  great  that  they 
think  he  personally  vouches  for  the  quality  of  proprietary 
articles,  it  is  easy  for  him  to  remedy  that  notion  when  he 
learns  of  it.  Some  pharmacists  select  the  proprietary 
articles  which  they  stock,  and  thus  relieve  themselves  of 
all  responsibility  regarding  those  which  they  are  doubtful 
about.  This  is  a  wiser  course  than  implying  by  label  that 
they  do  not  guarantee  So-and-so.  Mr.  Bernard  strikes  a  real 
shortcoming  of  pharmacists  when  he  advises  them  never  to 
expose  for  sale  "  patents  "  the  composition  of  which  they  are 
not  aware  of,  nor  exhibit  showcards  of  such  in  their  phar- 
macy, also  that  they  should  prevent  the  use  of  their  names 
on  advertisements.  It  is  such  actions  that  imply  guarantee, 
and  nothing  can  be  more  inconsistent  than  to  use  the  adver- 
tising of  proprietary-manufacturers  and  non-guarantee  labels 
simultaneously. 

A  far  more  serious  matter  than  the  ethics  involved 
in  the  sale  of  nostrums  is  the  responsibility  of  phar- 
macists in  the  sale  of  those  that  are  poisonous.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  manufacturer  in  such  cases  to  label  the  box, 
bottle,  vessel,  wrapper,  or  cover  in  which  the  poison  is  con- 
tained (not  the  wrapper  in  which,  e  g.,  the  oottle  is 
contained),  and  we  know  no  instance  in  which  the  statute  is 
not  complied  with.  The  retailer's  duty  in  such  cases  is  to 
affix  his  name  and  address  to  the  box,  bottle,  vessel,  wrapper, 
or  cover  of  all  proprietary  poisons,  and  to  register  the  sale 
of  those  which  come  within  the  first  part  of  the  schedule. 
It  is  ridiculous  for  the  Medical  Press  to  say  that  the 
pharmacist  can  be  held  responsible  for  a  poisonous  pro- 
prietary article  ;  but  if  he  neglect  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
visions requisite  in  the  sale  of  poisons — as,  for  example,  by 
neglecting  to  register  sales  of  Fellows's  syrup  (which  is 
declared  by  the  makers  to  contain  strychnine)— he  must  be 
prepared  for  the  consequences. 

A  Materia- medica  Bureau. 

Simultaneously  with  the  steps  which  are  proposed  in 
Germany  in  connection  with  the  investigation  of  new 
remedies  (antea  page  912),  we  observe  that  Dr.  F.  E.  Stewart 
in  a  paper  to  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
puts  forward  a  drastic  scheme  having  the  same  end  in  view. 
At  the  outset  he  contends  that  the  materia  medica  of  the 
future  depends  for  progress  on  the  proper  interpretation  of 
the  patent  and  trade-mark  laws,  and  to  that  end  he  proposes 
the  establishment  of  a  national  materia-medica  laboratory. 


Were  the  laws  so  applied,  Dr.  Stewart  says,  as  to  leava 
materia-medica  products  free  to  be  investigated,  and  the 
knowledge  thus  obtained  reduced  to  law  and  embodied  in  a 
system,  their  application  for  the  protection  of  capital  in- 
vested in  the  drug  trade  would  be  beneficial.  On  the  other 
hand,  applied  so  as  to  create  monopolies  in  medicinal  pro- 
ducts, they  would  prove  a  drawback.  His  suggestion  is 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  should  either 
inaugurate  such  a  bureau,  or  an  association  might  be 
formed  of  teachers  of  materia  medica  and  investigations 
made  by  experts  connected  with  various  medical  and 
pharmaceutical  institutions  working  under  the  auspices  of 
the  association.  The  objects  of  the  bureau  would  be  to 
standardise  the  materia-medica  preparations  on  the  market 
and  keep  them  under  analytic  and  pharmacodynamic  obser- 
vation, with  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  the  expert  chemists, 
physiologists,  biologists,  botanists,  pharmacologists,  and 
clinicians  connected  with  the  medical  schools  and  colleges, 
and  pharmacists  and  manufacturers  of  medicinal  drugs  and 
chemicals.  The  bureau  would  likewise  act  as  a  medium 
of  communication  between  the  scientific  workers  and  the 
manufacturers  and  dealers  to  develop  the  knowledge  of  their 
origin,  genesis,  nature,  composition,  methods  of  manufac- 
ture, standardisation,  pharmacodynamic  properties,  and 
therapeutic  use3.  It  would  also  collect  the  knowledge  of 
materia-medica  products,  reduce  it  to  law,  embody  it  in 
system,  and  publish  it  for  the  benefit  of  science  ;  and  aid 
the  manufacturers  of  materia-medica  products  and  prepara- 
tions who  conform  their  goods  to  recognised  standards  in 
the  introduction  of  their  brands  to  commerce,  by  advocating 
that  the  medical  profession  in  prescribing  shall  specify  those 
brands  which  comply  with  scientific  and  professional  require- 
ments. By  this  means,  he  argues,  "  commercialism "  in 
pharmacy  would  be  combated  and  the  professional  ideal  up- 
held. The  rules  for  the  conduct  of  the  bureau  would  bind 
the  manufacturer  or  dealer  to  submit  all  particulars  of  the 
article  to  be  marketed,  such  as  name,  process,  brand,  and 
what  claims  are  put  forward  for  its  use  as  a  therapeutic 
agent.  The  working  formula  of  the  preparation  would 
not  be  insisted  upon,  although  for  scientific  and  ethical 
reasons  it  should  be  published.  But  a  formula  must 
be  given  to  the  bureau  by  means  of  which  the  product 
may  be  reproduced  by  any  person  skilled  in  the  art,  so  that 
it  may  be  placed  on  a  similar  basis  to  quinine,  sodium  car- 
bonate, or  other  official  chemicals,  or  to  fluid  extract  of 
belladonna,  tincture  of  opium,  or  other  galenicals,  and  thus 
be  subjected  to  proper  classification  and  standardisation. 
After  fixing  (with  the  manufacturer's  aid)  the  standard,  the 
bureau  shall  give  official  public  announcement  of  the  fact, 
and  after  collecting  all  available  information  concerning 
it,  shall  send  it  (together  with  a  supply  for  use)  to  a  selected 
number  of  medical  institutions  and  hospital  clinics  for 
experimental  purposes.  Its  nature,  pharmacodynamic  pro- 
perties, and  medical  uses  thus  being  determined,  the  results 
will  be  collected  for  classification  and  study.  If  the  tests 
prove  unsatisfactory,  or  if  erroneous  statements  be  made  in 
advertising  the  article,  it  shall  be  dropped  and  the  profession 
and  trade  so  notified.  Such  is  the  scheme.  Far  be  it  from 
us  to  deprecate  anything  which  appears  to  be  honestly 
intended  to  make  the  medical  lion  lie  down  with  the  phar- 
maceutical lamb,  but  Dr.  Stewart  has  surely  sufficient 
experience  of  pharmacy  to  play  the  game  a  little  better  than 
this.  His  ideal  bureau  would  only  provide  fooling  for  a 
small  number  of  serious  people  who  have  no  ailments,  and 
an  overweening  desire  to  fine  purity  in  compound  medica- 
ments. The  present  multiplicity  of  "  remedies  "  of  ephemeral 
interest  and  problematic  utility  gives  reins  to  the  imagina- 
tion of  hundreds  of  speculative  prescribers  and  cranky 
patients.  Why  deny  them  their  pleasures  in  all  that  is  new  ? 
On  the  higher  plane  of  standardisation  and  determination  oi 
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therapeutic  value  of  experience-proved  medicines  there  is 
scarcely  need  yet  for  calling  in  State  aid.  We  must  give 
commercial  enterprise  a  fair  chance  ;  it  is  in  its  infancy  here, 
and  the  chief  inconveniences  resulting  from  no  two  houses 
producing  exactly  the  same  kind  of  standardised  preparation 
(the  which  appears  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  Dr.  Stewart's  fancy) 
are  those  associated  with  new  developments.  The  State 
business  will  be  all  right  when  it  is  universal,  but  there  is 
neither  kudos  nor  profit  in  it  when  it  touches  physic. 


FOOD-PRESERVATIVES. 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has  recently  issued  a 
bulletin  in  regard  to  the  Pare  Food  laws  of  the  European 
Continent.  This  contains  interesting  information  in  respect 
to  the  employment  of  boric  acid,  salicylic  acid,  and  similar 
preservatives,  and  a  very  full  abstract  of  the  bulletin  was 
printed  in  the  Times  recently.  We  here  give  simply  s  ome 
of  the  more  important  facts  : — 

As  to  liquors,  prohibition  of  the  use  of  chemical  preservatives 
and  aniline  dyes  as  colouring- agents  is  almost  universal,  whilst 
the  employment  of  all  foreign  colouring-matter  is  often  pro- 
hibited. The  use  of  chemical  preservatives  and  foreign  colouring- 
matter  with  beer  is  usually  prohibited.  The  sale  of  foods  con- 
taining saccharin,  sucrol,  and  similar  preparations  is  prohibited 
in  Belgium,  France,  Germany,  Italy,  and  Roumania.  The  impor- 
tation of  saccharin,  except  for  medicinal  use  and  under  prescribed 
conditions,  is  prohibited  by  Belgium  and  Greece.  All  countries 
permit  the  dyeing  of  confections  and  similar  articles  which  are 
themselves  colourless,  but  are  customarily  coloured  artificially. 
Belgium  permits  mustard  to  be  coloured  artificially  when  properly 
labelled.  Salicylic  acid  and  boric  acid  have  been  used  so  much 
more  commonly  than  others  that  legislation  is  usually  directed 
against  them,  whilst  local  bodies  often  extend  the  prohibitions  to 
benzoic  acid  and  other  preservatives  as  they  come  into  use.  The 
sale  of  foods  containing  preservatives  is  prohibited  in  Austria, 
France,  Hungary,  and  Roumania,  and  that  of  beverages  contain- 
ing preservatives  in  Belgium,  Germany,  and  Switzerland.  The 
addition  of  salicylic  acid  to  food  is  prohibited  in  France.  Holland 
does  not  permit  the  sile  of  beer  containing  salicylic  acid,  and 
Spain  forbids  its  addition  to  wine.  Italy  permits  the  addition  of 
02  per  cent,  of  boric  acid  to  butter,  but  forbids  the  use  of  other 
preservatives. 

England  (by  which  the  Times  supposes  the  United  Kingdom 
is  meant)  is  also  dealt  with  in  the  report,  but  the  informa- 
tion in  respect  to  this  country  is  meagre. 

THE   POISONS   SCHEDULE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Manchester  Courier  is  generally  well-informed,  but  it 
trips  rather  badly  in  regard  to  the  Poisons  Schedule  Com- 
mittee appointed  last  week.    Our  contemporary  says  : — 

A  possibility  of  complications  for  companies  carrying  on  the 
business  of  chemists  is  opened  up  by  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  first  schedule  annexed 
to  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868.  Some  time  ago  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  discovered  it  was  possible  for  an  unqualified  man  to 
evade  the  Act  by  turning  his  business  into  a  limited  liability 
company.  The  Society  now  seek  to  amend  the  existing  laws  in 
such  a  way  that  all  chemist's  shops  must  be  registered,  and 
the  persons  in  charge  duly  qualified  chemists.  In  the  case  of  a 
company,  the  directors  will  be  required  to  be  chemists.  Of 
course,  if  this  means  that  the  director  of  a  company  running 
chemists'  shops  will  have  to  be  a  man  who  is  competent  to  open 
a  shop  himself,  the  boards  of  such  companies  will  have  to' be 
carefully  constituted  in  future.  But  the  mere  word  "  chemist  " 
is  very  vague.  We  have  known  the  title  claimed  by  a  man  whose 
only  chemical  exploit  had  been  the  collection  of  hydrogen  in  glass 
jars  by  upward  displacement,  the  application  of  a  light  to  the  top 
of  the  jar,  and  the  frightening  out  of  her  wits  of  a  maiden  aunt 
by  the  resulting  explosion.  On  the  other  hand,  even  if  he  does 
not  hold  what  is  technically  a  chemist's  qualification,  a  director 
who  could,  for  instance,  perform  Keinsch's  test  for  arsenic  ought 
to  be  chemist  enough  for  the  board  of  a  chemists'  and  druggists' 
company — assuming  also  that  he  is  a  good  business  man. 

These  obseivations  occur  as  "Notes  on  'Change,"  and  it  is, 
perhaps,  too  much  to  expect  that  a  writer  on  finance  should 
be  acquainted,  even  in  a  superficial  manner,  with  the  pre- 
visions of  the  Pharmacy  Act.    In  reference  to  the  meetings 


of  the  Committee,  we  understand  that  the  first  one  has  not 
yet  been  arranged,  and  it  will  not  be  until  then  that  a 
decision  will  be  come  to  in  regard  to  evidence. 


6utn  ftraoacantfo. 


AT  the  meeting  of  the  Chemical  Society  on  Jane  6,  Mr.  C. 
O'Sullivan  presented  a  paper  on  the  proximate  con- 
stituents of  gum  tragacanth  which  he  had  isolated : — 
Cellulose. — The  constituent  insoluble  in  boiling  water  and 
cold  dilute  acid  and  alkalies.  Treated  with  boiling  dilute 
sulphuric  acid,  it  yields  arabinose  and  a  residue  of  a  cellu- 
losic  nature  still.  This  residue  on  further  treatment  with 
ammonia  and  bromine  gradually  dissolves,  leaving  no  residue 
of  normal  cellulose.  Soluble  gum.— A.  series  of  gum  acids 
of  the  nature  of  the  geddic  acids  were  prepared.  They  are 
laevorotatory,  however,  the  rotation  being  about  as  much  to 
the  left  as  that  of  the  geddic  acids  is  to  the  right.  The 
acids  are  shown  to  be  polyarabinan-trigalactan-geddic  acids, 
the  chief  of  them  being  ilO,0H]s08,3012H2uOul  C23H3(iO20,H2O. 
The  optical  activity  of  this  acid  is  [a]  =  —88°.  Its  barium 
salt  yields  3-29  per  cent.  BaO,  against  3-23  per  cent, 
required.  On  sulphuric-acid  hydrolysis  it  should  yield  7P7 
per  cent,  arabinose.  Quantities  varying  between  72  and 
76  per  cent,  of  moderately  pure  arabinose  were  obtained  from 
the  mixed  gum  acids.  The  granules,  apparently  starch- 
granules,  are  coloured  blue  by  iodine,  and  on  treatment  with 
diastase  yield  dextrose,  but  not  maltose.  The  nitrogenous 
matter  is  of  much  the  same  nature  as  that  described  in 
dealing  with  geddic  gum,  but  does  not  give  the  same 
proteid  reaction.  Bassorin  was  not  completely  purified,  but 
it  was  found  to  be  an  acid  having  [a]D  —  +98°  ;  the  neutral 
barium  salt  contains  9'2  per  cent.  BaO.  Under  the  action 
of  excess  of  alkalies  it  yields  two  acids,  a-  and  /3-tragacanthan- 
xylan-bassoric  acid.  The  nature  of  this  transformation  will 
be  described  on  a  future  occasion.  a-Tragacanthan  xylan- 
l/assoria  acid  — It  is  soluble  in  cold  water.  Its  analysis  led  to 
the  formula  C21H:(102|),H20.  [a]D  =  + 138-6-138-2°  ;  D  =  412- 
4-13°.  Barium,  calcium,  and  silver  salts  were  prepared ; 
the  silver  salt  is  the  most  insoluble,  the  calcium  talt 
least.  The  neutral  barium  salt  gave  19'21  per  cent. 
BaO,  the  calcium  salt  8-21  per  cent.  CaO,  and  the  silver 
salt  22-2  per  cent.  Ag.  C21H31O20,BaO  requires  19-24  per 
cent.  BaO,  the  calcium  salt  8-Q2  per  cent.,  and  the  silver  salt 
24-77  per  cent.  In  consequence  of  decomposition  it  was  not 
possible  to  prepare  the  silver  salt  with  any  degree  of  satis- 
faction. Digested  for  twenty  minutes  at  98°  with  5  per  cent, 
sulphuric  acid,  it  yields  a  Isevorotatory  pentose,  tragacanthose 
[a]D  =  —30°  approx.,  and  xylan-bassoric  acid  [a]n  =  +200°, 
the  barium  salt  yielding  22  5  per  cent.  BaO.    Tne  equation 

C^H^O,!  +  H,0  =  C5H10O3  +  C19H28Oi7 

Tragacanthose.  Xylan-bassoric  acid 

represents  the  hydrolysis.  C,9H260, 60.6, BaO  requires  2307 
per  cent.  BaO.  Xylan-bassoric  acid  is  almost  insoluble  in 
cold  water,  the  alkaline  salts  are  soluble,  salts  of  the  alkaline 
earths  and  most  heavy  metals  are  insoluble.  Acted  upon 
with  5  per  cent,  sulphuric  acid,  xylose  and  bassoiic  acid  are 
obtained — 

C19H28017  +  H20  =  C5H]005  +  CuH20013 

Xylose.    Bassoric  acid. 

Bassoric  acid  is  almost  insoluble  in  cold  water;  in  alkaline 
solution  its  optical  activity  was  found  to  be  [a]D  =  +  255°, 
and  the  barium  salt  yielded  28-29  per  cent.  BaO. 
0,^,^0,0. BaO  requires  28-8  per  cent  BaO.  /3-Tragacanthan- 
xylan-ba-soric  acid  is  left  behind  as  a  crumbly  mass,  when 
the  a  acid  is  dissolved  out  by  cold  water.  On  combustion  it 
yields  the  same  numbers  as  the  a-acid.  In  alkaline  solution 
[a]D  =  +  163-161°.  The  barium  and  calcium  salts,  as 
well  as  most  of  the  salts  of  the  heavy  metals,  are  of  very  low 
solubility.  Tret-ted  with  sulphuric  acid,  it  yields  the  same 
products  as  the  a-acid. — Proceedings  of  the  Chemical  Society. 


An  excellent  paper  by  Dr.  Wm.  Murrell,  on  "Jam,  Mar- 
marlade,  and  Glucose,"  which  appeared  in  the  Medical 
Press,  has  been  reprinted  in  pamphlet-form,  with  additions. 
The  arguments  in  favour  of  glucose  as  a  food  and  as  an 
addition  to  jams  are  stated  from  a  medical  point  of  view. 
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Trade  Law. 

Deficient  Weight  can  be  got  at  under  the  Merchandise 
Marks  Act.  An  inspector  asked  for  2  oz.  of  tea.  The  packet  was 
labelled  "  2  oz."  The  tea  without  the  paper  only  weighed  1  oz. 
15  drachms.  The  manager  who  sold  the  tea  was  fined  10s.  and 
costs  under  the  Act,  and  his  employers  were  also  fined  40s.  and 
costs.    (Wolverhampton  Police  Court,  June  14,  1901.) 

Factory  Act  —  Employment  of  Shop-boy  in  a 
Factory. — A  factory  inspector  found  a  boy  washing  bottles  in  an 
aerated-water  factory  owned  by  a  company  who  run  a  grocer's 
shop.  The  boy  said  he  had  been  employed  in  the  shop  and 
factory  from  8  a.m.  to  10  p.m.  on  the  previous  Saturday.  The 
employers  were  charged  under  the  Factory  Act  with  employing 
the  lad  after  the  period  of  employment  specified  on  the  notice 
affixed  in  the  factory.  The  defence  was  that  the  boy  was  engaged 
to  assist  in  the  shop,  and  was  kept  late  sometimes,  but  not  in  the 
factory.  On  the  day  in  question  he  was  labelling  beer-bottles  in 
the  grocery  department.  The  prosecution  successfully  contended 
that  a  young  person  cannot  be  employed  by  one  employer  both  in 
a  shop  and  in  a  factory  for  a  longer  period  than  if  working  in  the 
factory  alone.    A  fine  of  21.  was  imposed.    (Bath,  June  11.) 

Goods  Sold  on  Approval. — A  machine  was  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  Luton  on  condition  that  if  it  would  do  the  work  for  which 
it  was  required,  it  would  be  paid  for  in  a  few  days.  The  makers 
sent  a  man  from  London  to  fix  it.  The  day  following  it  was 
taken  down  and  sent  back  to  the  makers  without  giving  it  a  trial, 
and  was  lying  in  the  hands  of  the  railway  company.  The  makers 
sued  for  the  price  of  machine  (71.  10s.)  and  costs.  The  defendants 
admitted  the  facts,  but  said  that  it  would  have  needed  an  outlay 
of  51.  in  order  to  try  the  machine,  and  without  the  trial  they  were 
satisfied  it  would  not  answer  their  purpose.  An  expert  said  it 
was  most  unsuitable  for  the  defendants'  requirements,  but  the 
Judge  said  there  had  been  a  breach  of  the  contract  to  give  the 
machine  a  fair  trial.  He  said  the  machine  would  remain  the 
plaintiff's  property,  and  he  also  awarded  him  51.  damages,  and 
30s.  costs.  (Bargioni  v.  Blindell  &  "Wren,  City  of  London  Court, 
June  14). 

Employers'  Liability  Act.— Disused  Machinery. — 

A  workman  in  the  employment  of  the  City  Glass-bottle  Company 
was  helping  to  remove  a  disused  machine  for  making  glass- 
stoppers  when  a  lever  of  the  machine  fell  and  injured  his  toe.  He 
took  action  under  subsection  1  of  section  1  of  the  1880  Act, 
which  provides  for  "  injury  received  by  reason  of  any  defect  in 
condition  of  the  lathes,  works,  machinery,  or  plant  connected 
with  or  used  in  the  business  of  "  the  employer,  and  was  awarded 
501.  by  the  County  Court  Judge.  The  Company  appealed  against 
the  decision,  and  Mr.  Justice  Ridley,  in  allowing  the  appeal, 
pointed  out  that  the  Act  speaks  of  "  machinery  or  plant  connected 
with  or  used  in  the  business  of  "  the  employer.  As  the  stopper- 
making  machine  had  ceased  to  be  "connected  with  or  used  in" 
this  business  when  the  accident  happened  the  County  Court 
Judge's  decision  was  wrong.  Mr.  Justice  Bigham  agreed. — 
(Thompson  v.  City  Glass  Bottle  Company,  K.C.B.,  June  14.) 


High  Court  Cases. 

Valentine  Meat-juice  Company  v.  Valentine 
(England). 

An  appeal  by  the  defendant  in  this  case  against  the  decision 
of  the  Court  of  Appeal  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Lords 
on  June  17  and  read.  The  respondent  was  ordered  to  lodge 
a  printed  case  in  answer  thereto  on  or  before  Monday, 
July  29. 

Jeyes  v.  Richardson. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  June  14,  counsel  mentioned  a 
motion  in  the  case  of  Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  Company 
(Limited)  v.  J.  Richardson  &,  Co.,  of  Leicester  (Limited).  The 
motion  was  for  an  injunction,  and  it  had  been  arranged  that 
the  matter  should  stand  over  to  give  the  defendants  an 
opportunity  of  considering  their  position.  Mr.  Justice 
Kekewich  directed  the  motion  to  stand  over  accordingly. 

The  Phcenix  Airtight  Capsule  Company. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  June  14,  before  Mr.  Justice 
Kekewich,  application  was  made  in  the  case  of  Wall 
v.  McOoll  for  an  interim  injunction  to  restrain  the  defendant 
from  registering  a  memorandum  of  association  on  which 
appeared  the  plaintiff's  name  as  a  subscriber  for  500  shares 
in  the  Phoenix  Airtight  Capsule  Company  (Limited).  Mr. 


Laurence,  K.C.,  in  support  of  the  motion,  said  the  com- 
pany was  to  be  formed  for  the  purpose  of  exploiting  a 
patent  relating  to  airtight  capsules  for  potted  meats.  The 
defendant  was  a  gentleman  in  London  who  was  getting  up 
this  company,  and  was  acquiring  this  patent,  which  was 
owned  in  France.  He  called  on  the  plaintiffs,  who  were 
large  customers  of  the  patentee,  and  they  premised  to  take 
500  shares  in  the  company  to  be  formed  if  other  customers 
would  subscribe  sufficiently  to  make  the  company  a  success. 
The  plaintiffs  were  not  satisfied  that  the  conditions  had 
been  carried  out,  and  they  accordingly  wrote  to  the  defend- 
ant for  the  return  of  the  memorandum,  or  for  an  undertaking 
on  his  part  that  he  would  not  make  use  of  it.  The  defendant 
appeared  in  person,  and  said  he  had  no  intention  of  making 
use  of  the  memorandum  until  sufficient  capital  had  been 
subscribed,  and  he  was  willing  to  give  an  undertaking  to 
that  effect.  After  some  discussion,  his  Lordship  accepted 
the  defendant's  undertaking  not  to  register  the  company  or 
make  use  of  the  memorandum  until  trial  or  further  order,  or 
without  the  written  consent  of  the  plaintiffs. 

What  is  Refined  Molasses. 

The  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  decided  on 
June  15  an  interesting  appeal  from  a  judgment  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Victoria  which  reversed  a  decision  of  Chief 
Justice  Madden  regarding  the  classification  of  molasses  in 
Victoria  2s.  per  cwt.  being  payable  on  "  molasses  unrefined  " 
and  5s.  on  "molasses  refined  in  bond."  The  appellants  were 
the  Colonial  Sugar  Refining  Company  (Limited)  who  have 
sugar  mills  at  Yarraville,  New  South  Wales,  and  the  molasses 
was  a  by-product,  the  bulk  of  which  was  thrown  into  the  sea 
as  useless,  but  what  could  be  disposed  of  profitably  was  put 
in  tanks  at  Yarraville,  where  dust,  ashes,  flies,  beetles,  and 
even  frogs  got  into  it.  Before  use  this  complex  mixture  or 
raw  molasses  was  mixed  in  an  iron  vessel  with  water,  and 
steam  injected.  The  syrup  so  diluted  and  heated  is  passed 
through  filtering  bags  into  which  hot  water  is  afterwards 
poured,  in  order  to  extract  any  saccharine  matter  left  in  the 
sediment.  The  liquid  collected  is  then  reduced  by  evapora- 
tion in  vacuum  pans  to  the  proper  consistency,  and  added  to 
golden  syrup  in  the  proportion  of  about  8  or  10  per  cent. 
This  mixture  is  sold  in  the  market  as  "  refined  treacle."  The 
object  of  adding  water  and  injecting  steam  is  merely  to 
facilitate  filtration,  and  the  molasses  is  not  in  the  ordinary 
sense  of  the  term  "refined,"  while  the  colour  is  not  altered. 
The  peculiar  taste  and  smell  are  retained  unimpaired,  and 
the  molasses  adds  to  the  golden  syrup  the  mahogany  tint  and 
the  acid  taste  or  bite  which  suit  the  public  fancy.  The 
Judicial  Committee  allowed  the  appeal,  holding  that  Chief 
Justice  Madden  was  correct  in  his  view  that  the  product  is 
not  "molasses  refined  in  bond."  The  respondent  (the 
Attorney  General  for  Victoria)  was  ordered  to  pay  the  costs 
of  the  appeal. 


Pharmacy  Acts. 

A  Glasgow  Doctor's  Assistant. 

At  the  Glasgow  Sheriff  Court  on  Thursday,  June  13,  before 
Sheriff  Fife,  John  McKinnell,  assistant  in  Dr.  J.  S.  Smith's 
drug-shop,  at  482  Springburn  Road,  was  charged  with  having 
on  February  23,  he  not  being  a  duly  registered  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  or  chemist  and  druggist,  sold  a  quantity  of 
opium  (as  an  ingredient  in  Bow's  liniment),  and  also  with 
having  on  March  30  sold  a  quantity  oE  opium  (as  an 
iDgredient  in  laudanum).  Respondent,  whose  case  was  con- 
tinued from  a  former  court,  pleaded  not  guilty. 

Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill,  Assistant-Secretary  in  Scotland  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  having  proved  that  accused's 
name  is  not  on  the  register  for  this  year,  said  that  on 
account  of  complaints  regarding  the  shop  in  which  accused 
was  employed  he  directed  Joseph  Tait  and  William  Suther- 
land to  make  purchases  of  poisons.  Upon  returning  from 
Glasgow  on  the  date  of  the  first  charge  they  handed  him  a 
bottle  of  Dr.  Bow's  liniment,  in  which,  upon  analysis,  he 
found  a  great  deal  more  than  a  fatal  dose  of  opium.  Mr. 
Hill  then  spoke  to  sending  a  boy  named  Andrew  McLean 
into  the  shop  on  March  30  to  make  the  second  purchase, 
which  contained  opium  equal  to  about  8  gr.,  or  considerably 
more  than  a  fatal  dose.  The  name  of  the  seller  was  not  on 
the  battle 
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Joseph  Tait,  describing  his  visit  to  the  shop,  said  that 
when  he  entered  he  asked  for  a  seidlitz-powder.  He  after- 
wards asked  if  the  doctor  would  lance  a  gum-boil.  Re- 
spondent replied  that  the  doctor  was  not  in,  and  would  not 
be  back  that  night.  Witness  was  satisfied  that  accused  was 
alone  in  the  shop.  He  then  left,  and  sent  in  Sutherland  to 
purchase  the  liniment. 

William  Sutherland  proved  the  purchase  of  the  liniment, 
and  Andrew  McLean  was  afterwards  examined  with  respect 
to  the  purchase  of  laudanum. 

The  Sheriff  asked  if  the  prosecution  could  not  have  been 
brought  against  the  proprietor  of  the  shop. 

Mr.  Morison,  Edinburgh,  who  prosecuted,  replied  in  the 
negative. 

The  Sheriff  remarked  that  that  was  a  great  weakness  in 
the  Act,  a  remark  in  which  Mr.  Morison  concurred. 

Mr.  Fulton,  agent  for  respondent,  in  addressing  the  Court, 
said  it  was  a  very  bad  case.  His  client  was  pretty  well 
advanced  in  his  profession,  and  was  going  up  next  month 
for  his  final  examination.  It  was  hard  that  a  doctor  who 
had  to  run  out  so  often  to  see  patients  should  leave  his 
assistant  to  supply  customers  and  suffer  the  penalty. 

Mr.  Morison  said  that  as  doctors  and  their  assistants  had 
repeatedly  had  their  attention  drawn  to  the  requirements  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  he  submitted  it  was  necessary  in  the 
public  interest  that  a  substantial  penalty  should  be  imposed 
in  this  case.  There  were  two  sales  of  poison,  and  in  one  of 
the  sales  an  utter  disregard  of  the  provisions  of  Section  17 
of  the  Act  was  shown,  as  the  bottle  did  not  bear  the  name 
of  the  seller.  With  regird  to  what  had  been  said  about  the 
qualification  of  the  accused,  he  was  informed  that  he  had 
on  four  occasions  presented  himself  for  examination  and 
failed. 

Sheriff  Fife  said  he  always  thought  it  a  great  weakness  of 
the  Pharmacy  Acts  that  the  actual  seller  had  to  be  prose- 
cuted, because  he  was  quite  willing  to  assume  that  the 
accused  in  handing  out  poisons  was  simply  acting  as  the 
hand  of  the  doctor,  who  was  the  proprietor  of  the  shop.  He 
should  very  much  have  preferred  to  have  the  proprietor 
before  him,  in  which  case  he  should  have  had  no  hesitation 
in  inflicting  the  full  penalty,  because  it  was  a  glaring  case 
of  utter  disregard  of  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act. 
He  was  astonished  that  a  prosecution  of  that  nature  should 
be  rendered  necessary  in  a  city  like  Glasgow,  or  indted 
anywhere  else  at  this  time  of  day. 

A  fine  of  61.,  including  expenses,  was  imposed. 

Sale  of  Vermin-killers. 
At  Stowmarket  on  June  17,  Robert  George  Simpson,  chemist 
and  druggist,  was  charged  before  the  local  Magistrates  with 
selling  poison  to  an  unknown  person  on  May  14.  Mr.  P.  G. 
Hayward,  who  prosecuted,  said  that  on  the  date  mentioned 
a  young  woman  named  Eva  Jane  Pearce  died  from  the  effects 
of  poison.  Shortly  before  her  death  she  had  purchased 
"mice-killer  "  from  defendant's  assistant,  a  qualified  chemist, 
who  failed  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  assure  himself  of 
the  identity  of  the  young  woman  before  he  sold  her  the 
poison.  Had  the  proper  precautions  been  taken  with  regard 
to  the  young  woman  referred  to,  her  death  would  probably 
not  have  taken  place.  Chemists  were  not  required  to  know 
many  laws,  and  they  certainly  ought  to  be  cognisant  of  the 
one  affecting  their  own  business.  He  (Mr.  Hayward)  had 
been  instructed  by  the  police  to  bring  the  case  forward  as 
one  of  the  utmost  importance  to  chemists  generally.  They 
did  not  wish  to  press  the  case,  but  they  wished  a  sufficient 
penalty  imposed  to  prevent  any  recurrence  of  the  offence. 

Mr.  Wilkes  said  that  defendant,  after  a  careful  perusal  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  had  pleaded  guilty,  being  convinced  that 
he  had  no  good  defence.  He  and  his  firm  had  been  in 
business  for  a  great  number  of  years,  and  this  was  the  first 
time  that  a  breach  of  the  law  had  been  committed  by  them. 
Defendant  had  exercised  greater  care  than  was  gererally 
exercised  throughout  the  country.  In  large  towns  it  was 
impossible  for  chemists  to  be  acquainted  with  all  the  persons 
purchasing  poisons  at  their  shops.  Mr.  Simpson  and  his 
assistant  always  took  the  signature  of  persons  buying  poisons, 
and  otherwise  acted  in  accordance  with  the  law ;  but  the  offence 
with  which  he  was  now  charged  was  committed  through 
a  mistake.  In  1899  a  new  set  of  regulations  was  issued,  and 
a  copy  of  these,  as  published  by  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
was  hung  up  in  defendant's  shop,  but  this  set  of  regulations 


differed  from  the  original  schedule,  and  it  was  in  this  way 
that  a  technical  offence  had  been  committed.  [The  schedule 
of  poisons  is  here  referred  to,  not  the  regulations.  The  point 
is  discussed  on  page  992. — Ed.] 

After  the  Bench  had  retired,  the  Chairman  said  they  were 
of  opinion  that  defendant  was  misled.  The  full  penalty 
would  therefore  not  be  imposed,  but  he  would  be  fined  31. 
and  costs  11.  9s.  6d. 

Illegal  Use  of  Titles. 

At  Kilmarnock  Sheriff  Court  on  June  17,  before  Sheriff  Hall, 
George  Winchester,  residing  at  Mossgiel,  Ritchie  Street, 
West  Kilbride,  was  charged  with  four  offences — two  for 
having  sold  poison  in  prescriptions  dispensed  by  him  in  his 
shop  in  Main  Street,  West  Kilbride,  the  third  for  keeping 
open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  the  fourth  for  assuming 
and  using  the  title  of  "chemist,"  he  not  being  registered 
under  the  Act.  Mr  Rutherford  Hill  deposed  to  seeing 
"chemist  and  druggist"  above  the  window  of  defender's 
shop  in  West  Kilbride,  and  on  the  fanlight  above  the  door 
there  was  the  name  "Glen  &  Co.,"  while  to  the  left  of  the 
entrance,  besides  a  statement  as  to  the  business  hours,  there 
was  an  inscription  :  "  Attendance  urgently  required  may  be 
had  at  all  hours  by  applying  to  George  Winchester,  Mossgiel, 
Ritchie  Street."  On  going  to  Mossgiel  he  found  a  brass  plate  on 
the  railing  with  the  name  "  George  Winchester,  chemist."  He 
sent  two  messengers  and  obtained  medicine,  which  on  analysis 
he  found  in  one  case  to  contain  about  |  gr.  of  morphine  and 
6  minims  of  chloroform.  In  the  second  case  he  found  about 
§  gr.  of  arsenic.  Mr.  Hill  characterised  this  infringement 
of  the  Acts  as  about  the  worst  he  had  ever  had  to  investi- 
gate. In  cross-examination,  he  declined  to  say  who  had 
made  the  complaints  or  where  he  had  got  the  prescriptions. 
Evidence  having  been  given  that  the  prescription  was  dis- 
pensed by  the  defender,  the  defence  put  forward  was  that 
Arthur  Guthrie  Glen  was  a  partner  in  the  firm  and  that  he 
was  a  registered  chemist.  It  was,  however,  brought  out 
that  on  the  date  mentioned  Glen  was  an  assistant  with  a 
chemist  in  Falkirk,  and  took  no  part  in  the  management  of 
the  business  beyond  paying  occasional  visits  to  inspect  the 
books  and  the  stock.  Sheriff  Hall  found  the  third  charge 
not  proven,  but  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  other 
three  charges  had  been  proved,  and  he  imposed  a  penalty  of 
2/.  10s.  for  each  offence — 11.  10s.  in  all — with  Zl.  costs,  with 
the  alternative  of  three  days  imprisonment  for  each  offence. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Gregory's  Powder. 

Before  Mr.  E.  S.  Fordham,  at  North  London  Police  Court 
on  June  14,  Taylor's  Drug  Company  (Limited),  High 
Holborn,  W.C.,  were  summoned  under  Section  6  of  the  1875 
Act  for  selling  Gregory's  powder  which  Dr.  Teed,  the  public 
analyst,  certified  to  contained  69  per  cent,  of  hydrated 
magnesia  carbonate  instead  of  "  light  magnesia."  Mr.  A.  M. 
Bramall  appeared  for  the  Islington  Borough  Council,  and 
Mr.  Tilley  (for  Mr.  Romain)  for  the  defendant. 

Annie  Davey  proved  the  purchase  of  2  oz.  of  Gregory's 
powder  at  the  company's  Holloway  Road  branch,  and 
Inspector  Cowling  proved  the  division  of  the  sample. 

Mr.  Fordham  :  What  kind  of  shop  is  this  1 

Mr.  Bramall :  A  large  one,  rented  at  about  300/. 

Dr.  Frank  L.  Teed  was  next  examined  on  his  certificate, 
which  he  produced,  and  a  copy  of  the  British  Pharmacopieia 
upon  which  it  was  based.  His  certificate  stated  the  require- 
ments of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  for  Gregory's  powder. 
The  difference  between  hydrated  and  light  magnesia,  he  said, 
was  that  one  was  hydrated,  and  was  not  so  effective  as  the 
light  magnesia. 

The  Magistrate  questioned  witness  as  to  the  difference  in 
action  and  price  between  light  magnesia  and  magnesia 
carbonate,  and  Dr.  Teecl's  replies  gave  the  Magistrate  the 
idea  that  as  whisky  is  to  whisky-and-water  so  is  light 
magnesia  to  magnesia  carbonate.  Mr.  Tilley  did  not  think 
so,  but  Dr.  Teed  said,  "  I  should  think  that  is  a  very  fair 
explanation.  It  would  not  have  the  same  effect,  same  as 
watered  whisky"  ;  and  Mr.  Fordham  added,  "  The  ordinary 
dose  would  not  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  required." 

Mr.  Tilley :  In  pleading  guilty  I  must  say  a  word  in 
explanation.  This  branch  at  Holloway  is  one  of  many 
throughout  London  and  the  provinces.    They  are  all  under 
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management,  and  of  course,  we  have  to  trust  to  the  managers 
to  conduct  the  business  properly.  In  1899  we  found  out 
that  the  hydrated  magnesia  had  been  used  in  the  making-up 
of  the  Gregory's  powder,  and  we  issued  a  circular  to  all  our 
managers  telling  them  to  stop  the  sale,  and  to  send  back 
what  they  had,  and  have  a  fresh  supply  of  the  genuine 
article  according  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  The  manager 
at  this  shop  evidently  did  not  obey  instructions ;  and  Mr. 
Bell,  who  followed  after  him,  sold  from  stock  which  he 
thought  genuine. 

Mr.  Bramall :  In  this  shop  there  was  the  announcement : — 
"  Great  sale  I  Everything  going  remarkably  cheap  !  "  and 
Gregory's  powder  was  in  the  sale  as  well. 

Mr.  Tilley :  We  positively  say  that  Gregory's  powder  as 
here  certified  has  not  been  sanctioned  by  us. 

Mr.  Fordham,  in  deciding  the  case,  said :  I  think  this  is 
a  serious  case.  It  appeara  to  me  to  be  deliberate  fraud. 
People  go  and  buy  a  well-known  medicine,  such  as  Gregory's 
powder,  and  give  it  with  all  confidence  to  their  children. 
Therefore,  tbey  should  have  what  they  pay  for,  and  also 
be  allowed  to  have  the  confidence  that  what  they  have 
administered  is  of  proper  strength.  This,  I  am  told,  is  a 
very  large  business,  having  branches  all  over  the  country, 
and  therefore  the  people  should  be  protected.  I  am  told 
that  so  far  back  as  1899  the  proprietors  or  conductors  of  the 
business  discovered  that  they  had  been  selling  improper 
Gregory's  powder. 

Mr.  Tilley  :  Not  according  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

Mr.  Fordham  :  Well,  I  call  that  improper.  I  am  told  that 
they  sent  out  a  circular  to  their  managers  that  they  must 
not  sell  any  more  of  that  manufacture.  But  that  was  not 
enough.  They  should  have  seen  that  all  the  stuff  was  called 
in.  They  should  have  taken  far  more  stringent  and  strong 
means  than  the  circular. 

Mr.  Tilley :  All  the  Gregory's  powder  was  returned  with 
the  exception  of  this  ;  and  this  mistake  occurred  through  the 
neglect  of  a  former  manager. 

Mr.  Fordham  :  And  this  has  been  in  stock  since  1899  ! 

Mr.  Tilley  :  We  don't  sell  much  of  it.  We  are  not  asked 
for  it  once  a  week. 

Mr.  Fordham  :  They  knew  in  1899  that  they  were  selling 
improper  Gregory's  powder,  and  they  are  found  still  selling 
it.  It  is  a  serious  matter ;  and  I  shall  fine  the  defendants 
101.  and  31.  3s.  costs. 

Mr.  Bramall :  It  is  a  limited  company.  In  default  of 
payment,  the  distress  will  go  against  the  solicitor,  I 
suppose  ?  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Fordham  :  I  shall  not  make  an  order  against  Mr. 
Tilley  just  now.  (Laughter.) 

The  fine  and  costs  were  paid  by  Mr.  Bell,  the  manager. 

Attendance  of  Analyst. 

A  firm  of  importers  were  summoned  under  Section  1  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  not  properly  labelling  condensed 
milk  imported  by  them  into  Newcastle  from  Amsterdam.  At 
the  hearing  at  the  Newcastle  Police  Court  on  June  14,  Mr. 
F.  W.  Beck,  who  appeared  for  the  defence,  stated  that  he 
had  given  the  other  side  notice  requiring  the  attendance  of 
their  analyst.  The  prosecution  referred  to  their  correspon- 
dence with  Mr.  Beck,  in  which  they  stated  that  if  the 
defendants  wanted  the  attendance  of  the  head  Government 
analyst  they  should  subpoena  him,  to  which  Mr.  Beck 
replied  that  they  had  given  notice  requiring  the  analyst's 
attendance  at  the  expense  of  the  prosecution,  so  that  he 
could  be  cross-examined.  The  Magistrates  held  that  the 
prosecution  should  have  called  the  analyst.  They  adjourned 
the  case  for  that  purpose,  ordering  the  prosecution  to  pay 
defendants  251.  expenses. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Commission  on  Oil-filters. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  June  12,  before  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Kerr,  an  action  was  brought  by  Mr.  John  E. 
Evered  to  recover  the  sum  of  101.  17s.  6d.,  commission  on 
the  sale  of  "  Universal  "  oil-filters,  from  the  defendant,  Mr. 
Lewis  Schoenfeld,  managing  director  of  the  Universal  Oil- 
filter  Company  (Limited),  74  Cheapside,  E.C.  The  de- 
fendant denied  his  liability,  and  it  was  said  that  if  any 
money  was  due  af  all  it  was  from  the  company  and  not 


from  the  defendant  personally.  The  plaintiff  said  that  he 
had  sold  some  of  the  defendant's  filters  at  Middlesborough, 
and  now  he  could  not  get  his  commission.  The  defendant's 
solicitor  replied  that  the  comparjy  had  taken  the  orders  for 
the  filters  which  the  plaintiff  was  now  claiming  in  respect 
of.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  that  being  so  the  case  must  be 
adjourned  and  the  company  should  be  added  as  co-defendants. 
The  defendant's  solicitorprotested  that  they  owed  the  plaintiff 
nothing.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  that  was  always  the 
case.  Courts  of  justice  would  not  exist  if  it  were  not  so. 
The  further  hearing  was  adjourned. 

Dispute  between  Chemists. 

At  Witney  County  Court  on  June  14,  Mr.  Charles  Gerring 
chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Witney,  and  now  of  New 
Romney,  sued  Mr.  Nimrod  Keen,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Witney,  to  recover  21.  18s.  5d.  Plaintiff  sold  his  business  at 
Witney  to  the  defendant  a  year  and  a  half  ago.  Mr.  Gerring 
left  a  vinegar-cask,  which  was  to  be  returned,  and  two  days 
after  the  business  was  taken  over  a  case  of  mineral  waters, 
the  cost  of  which  was  claimed,  was  received  by  Mr.  Keen. 
Defendant  denied  receiving  the  case,  and,  as  to  the  vinegar- 
cask,  he  said  it  was  not  yet  empty.  A  claim  of  6s.  6d  ,  the 
amount  of  an  account  said  to  have  been  received  by  the 
defendant  for  plaintiff,  was  shown  to  have  been  paid  to  the 
plaintiff.  The  Judge  found  for  plaintiff  for  21.  lis.  lid  , 
12s.  of  which  was  to  be  repaid  if  the  vinegar-cask  was 
returned  within  six  months. 

Burton  Spring  Liquor. 

At  Stowmarket  County  Court  on  June  14,  Messrs.  Sutton  & 
Phillips,  manufacturing  chemists,  Stowmarket,  sued  F. 
Swan's  executors,  of  the  Rodney  Brewery,  Cambridge,  to 
recover  101.  3s.  5d.  Plaintiffs  manufacture  various  requi- 
sites for  the  improvement  of  beer,  amongst  them  being 
"  Burton  spring  liquor."  In  taking  orders  for  this  compound 
a  sample  of  the  customer's  brewing-water  is  obtained  and 
analysed  by  the  plaintiffs,  in  order  that  they  may  make 
the  "Button  spring  liquor"  accord  to  the  nature  of  the 
water  used  in  brewing.  The  plaintiffs  make  it  a  custom 
that  if  they  do  not  receive  an  order  for  the  "  Burton  spring 
liquor  "  after  making  an  analysis  of  the  water,  they  are  to  be 
paid  for  the  analysis,  but  if  an  order  is  given  the  analysis  is 
free.  This  condition,  the  plaintiffs  allege,  was  made  known 
to  defendants  by  circular,  and  the  dispute  was  in  connection 
with  an  order  said  to  have  been  received  by  one  of  the  plain- 
tiffs' agents  for  a  kilderkin  of  the  "  Burton  spring  liquor."  A 
sample  of  water  was  analysed  by  plaintiffs  and  a  mixture 
made  up  to  put  with  the  brewing-water  to  make  it  as  near 
like  Burton  water  as  possibles  This  was  sent,  but  defendants 
repudiated  the  order  for  the  liquor,  and  refused  to  pay  for 
the  analysis  or  the  barrels.  His  Honour,  in  giving  judgment 
for  the  full  amount  claimed,  with  costs,  said  the  charge  for 
the  analysis  seemed  very  reasonable,  seeing  the  care  with 
which  it  had  to  be  made. 

Cases  at  Westminster. 

Four  cases  of  interest  to  chemists  were  disposed  of  by 
Judge  Lumley  Smith,  K.C..  at  the  Westminster  County  Court 
on  June  18.  The  first  case  (Central  Advance  and  Discount 
Company  v.  Carter)  was  an  application  by  the  plaintiffs  for 
the  committal  of  the  defendant,  Frederick  Casley  Carter, 
described  as  a  chemist  carrying  on  business  at  King's  Road, 
Chelsea,  for  non-payment  of  a  judgment  debt  in  respect  of 
money  lent.  An  order  was  made  for  payment  in  a  month 
subject  to  committal  to  Holloway  for  twelve  days  in  default. 

In  the  case  of  Wallington  v.  Fox,  plaintiff,  a  business-transfer 
agent  sued  the  defendant,  said  to  be  a  chemist,  formerly 
carrying  on  business  in  Kilburn,  to  recover  91.  10s.  for 
commission  and  expenses  for  procuring  a  purchaser  for  his 
business.  Judgment  was  given  for  the  amount  claimed  with 
costs. 

In  the  next  instance  a  judgment  summons  was  brought  by 
a  chemical  manufacturer,  named  Fuller,  for  the  committal 
of  a  "  hair  specialist,"  named  King,  for  non-payment  of  a 
judgment  debt  in  respect  of  chemicals  supplied.  The  debtor 
did  not  dispute  liability,  but  pleaded  bad  business,  and  said 
he  could  not  pay  more  than  5s.  a  month.  His  Honour  made 
an  ordpr  for  payment  of  10s.  a  month. 
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An  employment  agent,  named  Freeman,  of  Adelaide  Street, 
Charing  Cross,  sought  to  enforce  payment  of  a  judgment 
debt  of  11.  10s.  in  respect  of  fees  for  procuring  the  defendant 
(Jones)  a  situation  as  assistant  to  a  chemist.  His  Honour 
made  an  order  for  payment  of  10.?  a  month,  subject  to  com- 
mittal to  Holloway  for  twelve  days  in  default, 


Bankruptcies  ant>  failures 


Be  John  Hutchinson  Wood,  trading  as  a  Chemist  at  72  Hand- 
croft  Eoad,  Croydon.-~At  the  sitting  for  public  examination  at 
Croydon  last  week,  application  was  made  on  behalf  of  debtor  for  a 
further  adjournment,  which  was  eventually  granted. 


Be  Edward  Chamberlain,  trading  as  Chamberlain  Brothers, 
Manufacturers  of  Horse  and  Cattle  Spice,  Market  Road,  Don- 
caster. — The  first  meeting  of  creditors  was  held  on  June  18  at 
Sheffield.  Debtor  commenced  business  about  thirty-three  years 
ago,  and  according  to  his  own  statement  has  failed  three  times 
before.    The  estate  is  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Official  Receiver. 


Be  Frederick  Taylor  (lately  trading  as  A.  Taylor),  90  Market 
Street,  Earlestown,  late  155  Manchester  Road,  Castleton, 
Lanes,  Druggist. 

The  statement  of  affairs  shows  liabilities  172?.  6s.  lid.,  and  net 
assets  131.  10.s.  Id.  The  alleged  cause  of  failure  is  "  bad  trade." 
From  the  Official  Receiver's  observations  it  appears  that  the  bank- 
rupt commenced  business  on  his  own  account  as  a  druggist  at 
155  Manchester  Road,  Castleton,  in  1881,  with  200?.  lent  to  him 
by  a  friend,  and  that  he  ha3  carried  on  business  there  up  to  the 
present  time.  He  subsequently  repaid  the  200?.  by  instalments. 
Ten  years  ago  he  paid  his  creditors  a  composition  of  10s.  in  the 
pound.  His  liabilities  at  that  time  were  300?.  The  bankrupt 
owes  172?.  6s.  11(?.  to  fifty-four  creditors,  principally  ordinary 
trade  debts,  of  which  only  three  are  above  10?.  He  has  kept  a 
day-book  and  a  cash-book,  but  has  never  made  out  any  brlance- 
sheet,  or  taken  stock  during  the  whole  period  of  his  trading.  The 
following  are  creditors  :  — 

£  s.  d. 

Gibbs,  D.  &  W.,  &  Co.,  Wappin^   12    5  0 

Smith,  Chas.,  Manchester   29    0  0 

Taylor,  Joseph,  Bury    17  10  0 


Be  George  Wright,  Rothes,  N.B.  (formerly  of  Buckie), 
Chemist  and  Grocer. 

The  examination  of  this  debtor  took  place  at  Elgin  Sheriff 
Court  on  June  13.  In  the  course  of  his  examination  debtor  said 
he  paid  10?.  for  his  aerated-water  plant,  which  he  had  bought 
from  Mr.  G.  Whyte,  chemist,  Elgin.  He  himself  valued  the  stock 
in  the  chemist-department  at  195?.,  which  one  of  Messrs.  Pater- 
son's  partners  considered  a  fair  valuation.  He  had  cabled  to  his 
brother,  who  is  in  a  good  position  at  Heilbron,  in  Orange  River 
Colony,  for  assistance,  but  had  not  yet  heard  from  him.  Debtor 
stated  further  that  he  was  at  one  time  in  business  in  Buckie,  but 
sold  his  business  there  about  six  years  ago.  He  had  then  about 
140?.,  and  he  went  out  to  South  Africa,  where  he  remained  for  about 
two  and  a  half  years.  He  lost  money  there,  however,  and  came 
home  in  1898  with  only  a  few  pounds.  After  that  he  had  charge 
of  a  business  in  Huntly  for  three  or  four  months,  then  he  bought 
property  in  Rothes  for  525?.,  borrowing  500?.  He  made  some 
alterations,  and  opened  the  licenced-grocer's  premises  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1900.  In  a  month  after  he  opened  the  chemist's  shop.  The 
combined  drawings  would  be  about  18?.  a  week,  but  he  did  not 
know  how  much  of  that  was  profit,  as  he  kept  only  a  cash-book. 
He  told  his  creditors  at  a  meeting  in  Aberdeen  that  he  thought 
50?.  [a  year]  would  be  a  Bafe  figure  (as  profit)  for  the  grocery,  and 
100?.  for  the  chemist's  business,  but  he  had  found  these  figures 
a  mistake.  He  is  married,  with  six  in  family,  and  he  boarded 
his  assistant,  and  his  household  expenses  he  estimated  at  9?.  a 
month.  He  had  entered  the  value  of  his  stock  at  295?.  In 
March  he  had  valued  it  at  480?.,  but  that  was  only  a  rough 
estimate  ;  he  had  not  taken  stock.  The  discrepancy  of  £00?.  was 
owing  to  his  ignorance  of  the  grocery  business.  He  could  not 
account  for  his  deficiency.  The  sum  he  had  paid  for  alterations 
was  212?.,  with  two  years'  interest  on  bond,  35?. ;  Paterson  & 
Sons,  100?. ;  to  reduce  bill-wages  of  assistant,  94?.  (exclusive  of 
board) ;  household  expenses,  261?.  The  liabilities  are  estimated 
at  1,349?.,  and  assets  586?.  Mr.  Burgess,  Town  and  County  Bank. 
Rothes,  has  been  appointed  trustee,  .'-.„. 
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Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Stobo,  R.,  Brown,  H.  A.,  aud  Corner,  H.  S,,  under  the 
style  of  Brown  &  Corder,  Sunderland,  chemists  and  druggists. 

Ticehurst,  O.  S.,  and  Cross,  K.  G.,  under  the  style  qf 
Ticehurst  cfc  Cross,  Petorsfiold,  physicians. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudication. 

Wilkinson,  Arthur  Talbot  Spruce,  Kingston-uponHulI, 
manufacturer  of  artificial  teeth. 

Order  Made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

Taylor,  Daniel  Maopherson  late  Burdett  Roid,  Mile  End, 
E  ,  now  Thanet  l'laco,  Strand,  W.C.,  physician  and  surgeon 
— discharge  suspended  for  two  years,  ending  Miy  21,  1903, 


From  the  "Scottish  Law  Courts  Beoord." 

Dissolution  of  Partnership. 

Caw,  John,  and  Robertson,  Win.  Geo.,  under  the  style  of 
Caw  &  Robertson,  9  Bonnygate,  Cupar-Fife,  pharmaceutical 
and  dispensing  chemists.  Debts  by  Mr.  Robertson,  who 
continues, 

Notice,  Deceased. 

Wylie,  Thomas,  9  Fore  Street,  Port  Glasgow,  chemist. 
Claims  with  James  M.  Brodie  &  Co.,  73  Princes  Street,  Port 
Glasgow,  by  June  25. 


'ftew  Companies  &  Company  1Rem 


Albert  &  Son  (Limited). — Capital  500?,,  in  1?.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by  F.  G.  Roberts  as 
"Albert  &  Son,1'  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  dentists,  dental- 
appliance  manufacturers,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are  : — H.  S. 
Read,  16  Woodlands  Road,  Leytonstone,  registry  assistant ;  Mrs. 
A.  E.  Read,  16  Woodlands  Road,  Leystonstone ;  Mrs.  Mary 
Hearne,  59  Surrey  Square,  Old  Kent  Road,  S.E.,  dental  attendant ; 
W.  H.  Weeks,  140  Handcroft  Road,  Croydon,  dental  assistant  ; 
H.  P.  Hadcock,  45  Burnt  Ash  Road,  Lee,  S.E.,  clerk  ;  A.  Saunders, 
140  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C.,  colonel;  and  G.  H.  Green,  50  Endle- 
sham  Road,  Balham,  managing  clerk.  No  initial  public  issue. 
Registered  without  Articles  of  Association. 

Liverpool  Chemical  Company  (Limited). — Capital  5,000?.,  in 
1?.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers 
of,  and  dealers  in,  tartaric  acid,  citric  acid,  cream  of  tartar,  phos- 
phoric and  acetic  acid,  soda,  saltpetre,  borax,  fruit,  and  other 
essences,  chemicals,  spices,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are :  G.  F. 
Robinson,  57  Gerard  Street,  Liverpool,  chemical  foreman  ;  P.  J. 
Goodall,  17  Prospect  Vale,  Fairfield,  Liverpool,  miller ;  F.  H. 
Dawes,  5  Tullock  Street,  Liverpool,  warehouseman  ;  P.  R.  Col- 
beck,  51  Claremont  Road,  Liverpool,  book-keeper ;  J.  H.  Morrin, 
6  Thuroham  Street,  Liverpool,  cashier ;  C.  Johnson,  14  Peters 
Lane,  Liverpool,  chemical  manufacturer ;  and  F.  W.  Nicolson, 
3  Cook  Street,  Liverpool,  merchant.  No  initial  public  isaue. 
Registered  without  Articles  of  Association. 

R.  J.  Edwards  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  30,000?.,  in  1?. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  the 
Sedgwick  Emery- works,  Glebe  Road,  N.E.,  as  "R.  J.  Edwards  & 
Co.,"  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  R.  J.  Edwards,  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  emery  manufacturers  and  merchants,  makers  of 
and  dealers  in  emery-cloth,  glass-paper,  knife-polish,  and  other 
preparations,  makers  of  machinery  for  woodworking  and  for 
grinding  and  polishing  metals  and  other  substances,  chemical- 
manufacturers,  chemists,  druggists,  oil  and  colour  men,  wood- 
workers, turners,  carpenters,  joiners,  knife-board  manufacturers, 
&c.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  H.  Oakey, 
R.  J.  Edwards,  C.  G.  Oakey,  J.  W.  Oakey,  and  T.  Maskall.  Quali- 
fication, one  share.    Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company. 

Crick  &  Co.  (Limited).  —  Capital  1,000?.,  in  1?.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  the  businees  of  a  patent-medicine  vendor, 
dispenser,  drug-merchant,  manufacturer  of  proprietary  articles, 
and  general  storekeeper  carried  on  by  G.  E.  Crick,  at  Maldon, 
Essex,  and  to  carry  on  the  same  and  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  manufacturers  of  surgical,  photographic,  and  scientific 
apparatus  and  requisites,  &o.  The  first  subscribers  are  : — G.  E. 
Crick,  Maldon,  Essex,  chemist ;  H.  E.  Crick,  Maldon,  Essex, 
chemist's  assistant;  J.  McKnight,  290  Euston  Road,  London, 
chemist ;   Q.  H>  Hubbard,  12  Market  Place,  South  Birkenhead, 
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confectioner ;  Y.  King,  103  Pinchley  Road,  N.W.,  artist ;  E. 
Williams,  1  Arwenack  Street,  Falmouth,  chemist ;  and  A.  E.  D. 
Crick,  19  Mauleverer  Road,  Brixton,  S.W.,  artist.  No  initial 
public  issue.  G.  E.  Crick  is  sole  director  for  life.  Registered 
office,  High  Street,  Maldon,  Essex. 


Parke's  Drug-stores  (Limited), — The  directors  have 
declared  an  interim  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares  at  the 
rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum. 

United  Alkali  Company  (Limited). — At  a  meeting  in 
Liverpool  on  June  14  of  the  holders  of  debenture  stock,  it 
was  decided  by  73  votes  to  12  to  sanction  the  creation  and 
issue  of  500,000?.  new  debenture  stock. 

F.  H.  Johnson  &  Co.  (Limited).— The  business  of  F.  H. 
Johnson  &  Co.,  dispensing  and  manufacturing  chemists,  23L 
High  Street,  Lewisham,  S.E.,  has,  for  private  and  family 
reasons,  been  converted  into  a  limited  company.  No  shares 
will  be  issued  to  the  public,  and  business  will  be  carried  on 
as  heretofore. 

A.  J.  White  (Limited). — The  report  of  the  directors  for 
the  year  ended  March  31  shows  a  marked  improvement  in 
the  company's  business,  the  net  profits  for  the  year  amount- 
ing to  65,868?. — 50  per  cent,  greater  than  the  profits  of  last 
year.  After  paying  the  preference  dividend,  amounting  to 
30,000?.,  and  bringing  forward  2,333?.,  there  remains  a 
balance  of  39  202?.  The  directors  propose  to  deal  with  this 
by  writing  off  the  entire  "  unexpended  advertising  "  account 
of  11,500?.,  pay  iDg  a  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  upon  the  ordinary 
shares,  and  carrying  forward  2,702?.  A  dividend  on  the 
preference  shares  has  been  declared  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent, 
per  annum  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30. 

Brooke,  Simpson  &  Spiller  (Limited).— At  the  annual 
meeting  on  June  14,  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  after 
discussion,  that  a  meeting  be  called  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  voluntary  liquidation  of  the  concern.  The 
chairman  (Colonel  Arthur  Brooke)  said  they  had  had  to  face 
a  loss  of  over  3,000?.  during  1900,  part  of  which  was 
attributable  to  the  higher  prices  of  raw  materials  ;  and  it  was 
afterwards  stated  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Johnson  that  they  had  a 
falling  revenue,  and  also  a  falling  capital  account.  They 
had  at  the  present  time  a  debit  of  14,400?.  to  deal  with 
before  they  could  ever  dream  of  dividing  profits.  The  total 
cash  in  hand  amounted  to  2,300?.  During  the  last  five  years 
there  had  been  most  serious  losses  in  the  trading  account, 
and  there  was  no  earthly  reason  why  prices  should  advance 
in  the  company's  favour. 

Fromms  Extract  Company  (Limited). — A  compulsory 
winding-up  order  having  been  made  against  this  company, 
the  statutory  meetings  of  the  creditors  and  shareholders 
were  held  on  June  14,  at  the  Board  of  Trade  Offices,  Carey 
Street,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  W.C.  Mr.  Winearls,  Assistant 
Receiver,  reported  ihat  some  of  the  directors  appealed 
against  the  winding-up  order,  but  the  appeal  was  ultimately 
dismissed,  and  narrated  the  history  of  the  company.  The 
statement  of  affairs  showed  liabilities  1,988?  ,  and  a  surplus 
of  5,709?.  in  assets  after  payment  of  the  debts,  but  a 
deficiency  of  24,858?.  to  the  contributories.  A  resolution 
was  passed  at  both  meetings  for  the  liquidation  to  remain  in 
the  hands  of  the  Official  Receiver.  Mr.  G.  Wyatt  Digby, 
who  appeared  on  behalf  of  shareholders,  stated  that  his 
clients  were  prepared  to  make  an  offer  for  the  company's 
assets,  with  a  view  to  continuing  the  business. 

E.  D.  Kinkead  (Limited). — A  corporation  has  been 
formed  under  this  title  for  tha  purpose  of  carrying  on  a 
trading  company  in  Jamaica  with  the  business  of  chemicals, 
drugs,  druggists'  sundries,  proprietary  articles,  patent  medi- 
cines, perfumery  and  toilet  articles,  photographic  and 
dental  materials,  the  dispensing  of  medicines,  the  manu- 
facture of  aerated  mineral  waters,  the  selling  of  grocers' 
wines,  &c.  The  capital  is  30,000?.,  in  1?.  shares,  and  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  to  acquire  the  businesses  of  E.  D. 
Kinkead  and  the  West  India  Medical  Dapot,  both  trading  as 
chemists,  druggists,  grocers,  &c.  A  special  feature  of  the 
Company's  programme  will  be  the  establishment  in  England 
of  a  buying  and  representative  agency  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  William  Alfred  Jones,  of  Liverpool,  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  Company.  The  other  directors  are  E.  D. 
Kinkead    (Managing    Director    and    Chairman),  Justin 


McCarthy,  C.  A.  R.  France,  and  J.  H.  MacNish  (all  of 
Kingston,  Jamaica).  Mr.  T.  C.  Hepburn  is  Secretary,  and  the 
registered  office  of  the  Company  is  20  King  Street,  Kingston, 
Jamaica. 

Edward  Cook  &  Co.  (Limited).— The  third  annual 
general  meeting  of  this  company  was  held  on  June  13  at 
the  East  London  Soap-works,  Bow,  E.,  Mr.  William  Cook 
presiding.  In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  and 
accounts,  the  chairman  alluded  to  the  fire  which  occurred 
in  the  melting-house  buildings  in  January  of  last  year,  and 
which  for  some  time  interfered  with  manufacture  ;  but  with 
the  kindly  aid  of  one  of  their  competitors  they  had  kept 
their  connection  intact,  suffering  only  the  loss  of  profit  over 
a  portion  of  the  year.  The  buildings  had  since  been  im- 
proved, and  the  plant  reorganised.  During  the  year  there 
had  been  created  a  capital  reserve  of  3,696?.,  which  had  been 
invested,  and  was  held  by  the  trustees  for  the  debenture- 
holders.  The  business  in  all  the  departments  had  shown  a 
satisfactory  increase  in  spite  of  keen  competition.  The 
unfortunate  result  of  this  severe  competition  was  that  un- 
remunerative  prices  prevailed  for  a  great  portion  of  the 
year.  Side  by  side  with  this  was  the  fact  that  great  y 
increased  prices  had  to  be  paid  for  coal,  chemicals,  and 
other  trade  requirements.  The  directors  anticipated  better 
results  from  the  current  year's  trading.  The  report  and 
accounts  were  unanimously  adopted,  arid  the  payment  of 
the  dividend  on  the  preference  shares  at  the  rate  of  5  per 
cent,  per  annum  was  approved. 


Mr.  William  Toogood'S  warehouse  in  Heddon  Street, 
W.,  will  be  entirely  closed  for  stocktaking  on  Monday, 
July  1. 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons,  Stratford,  E.,  will  close  their 
works  and  warehouses  on  Saturday,  June  22,  for  their  annual 
holiday. 

Messrs.  Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.,  of  Leeds  and 
London,  send  for  our  inspection  the  "  Buyers' Calculator," 
a  useful  booklet  for  the  busy  business-man,  a  copy  of  which 
they  will  supply  to  any  of  our  subscribers  who  make  appli- 
cation to  them  for  one. 

The  Vampire  in  Morocco.  —  Messrs.  Kay  Brothers 
(Limited),  of  Stockport,  manufacturers  of  the  "Vampire" 
flycatcher,  have  had  a  report  from  the  hospital  at  Tangiers, 
stating  that  the  "  Vampire  "  is  a  blessing  there,  where  flies 
are  quite  a  plague. 

Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited)  will  close  their 
warehouse,  laboratories,  and  offices  at  Bethnal  Green,  E.,  for 
stocktaking  on  Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Satur- 
day, June  26  to  June  29.  Small  urgent  orders  will  receive 
attention  during  the  stocktaking. 

"Tabloid"  Ergotin  and  Strychnine. — Messrs.  Bur- 
roughs Wellcome  &  Co.'s  latest  compression  is  one  contain- 
ing 3  gr.  of  B.P.  extract  of  ergot  and  ^  gr.  of  sulphate  of 
strychnine.  This  combination  ought  to  be  of  special  value 
as  a  uterine  t?mc,  as  the  therapeutic  action  of  the  strych- 
nine adds  considerably  to  the  efficacy  of  ergot,  especially 
in  arresting  excessive  has  morrhage.  The  tabloids  are  sugar- 
coated. 

Patents  and  Proprietaries. — The  revised  and  illus- 
trated catalogue  of  patent  medicines,  proprietary  and  toilet 
articles,  drugs,  and  druggists'  sundries,  just  issued  by 
Messrs.  R.  Hovenden  &  Sons  (Limited),  is  a  bulky  book 
of  508  pages  plus  index.  The  list  of  patent  medicines  is 
comprehensive,  and  drugs,  essential  oils,  and  perfumes  are 
likewise  stocked,  but  the  bulk  of  the  production  is  devoted 
to  druggists'  sundries  and  toilet-articles.  Tobacco  (in  all 
forms)  and  instruments  for  the  use  thereof  are  numerous, 
and  the  list  shows  that  Messrs.  Hovenden  are  justifying 
their  reputation  as  a  Whiteley  of  the  sundries-trade. 


New  Medical  Storekeeper. — Captain  SwintoD,  I.M.S., 
has  been  appointed  to  succeed  Lieut. -Colonel  Parker  in  this 
capacity  at  Bombay. 


June  22,  1901 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers, 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  inttrest. 


Name-labels  on  Postcards. 

Sir, — The  enclosed  postcard  having  been  surcharged  on 
delivery,  I  made  inquiry  why  so,  as  I  have  posted  hundreds 
similarly,  which,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  have  not  been  further 
charged.  It  appears  from  the  subjoined  reply  that  a  label 
may  be  attached  in  front  to  an  address,  but  the  address  of 
sender  may  not  be  so  affixed  at  the  back. 

Yours,  &c, 

Urmston,  June  15.  Geo.  Allen. 

[The  postcard  had  the  slip  name-label  stuck  on  the  back  of  the 
card.  The  Manchester  Postmaster,  when  appealed  to,  replied  : 
"  I  beg  to  inform  you  that,  al  stated  at  paragraph  2,  page  6,  of 
the  '  Po9t-office  Guide,'  nothing  whatever  may  be  attached  to  a 
postcard  except  adhesive  slips  in  payment  of  additional  postage 
or  stamp-duty,  and  a  gummed  label  bearing  the  address  at  which 
the  card  is  to  be  delivered.  The  gummed  label  on  the  back  of 
the  enclosed  postcard  infringes  these  regulations,  and  the  card 
was,  therefore,  correctly  surcharged  as  being  liable  to  the  letter- 
rate  of  postage."  The  Postmaster  is  quite  right  in  what  he  says, 
but  it  is  an  insufficient  regulation.  It  would  be  a  great'eonvenience 
to  the  public  to  be  permitted  to  place  on  the  back  of  postcards 
gummed  labels  bearing  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender.  We 
hope  the  Postmaster-General  will  look  into  the  matter. — 
Editor.] 

A  Pretty  Compliment. 

The  following  letter  has  been  sent  to  Messrs.  McKesson  & 
Bobbins,  New  York,  the  United  States  agents  for  the  "  Art 
of  Dispensing  "  and  other  C.  <5'  D.  publications:  — 

Deae  Sirs, — Some  time  since  I  received  from  you  a  copy  of 
the  sixth  revised  edition  of  the  "  Art  of  Dispensing."  I  have 
waited  for  the  leisure  of  the  holidays  in  order  to  give  it  the 
thorough  examination  its  evident  worth  demands. 

It  would  seem  that  a  work  which  has  required  a  new  edition  once 
every  two  years,  on  the  average,  since  first  issued,  has  rendered 
special  commendation  unnecessary. 

The  fact  of  it  having  been  written  by  the  well-known  Editor  of 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  compels  the  reflection  that  the  prac- 
tical druggist,  constitutionally,  is  prejudiced  against  the  pharma- 
ceutical works  of  the  teacher  or  editor,  deeming  it  certain  that, 
whatever  the  theoretical  or  literary  excellence  of  such  works,  they 
will  assuredly  fail  of  real  practical  interest  and  value.  So  sure  is 
he  of  this  that  it  would  probably  be  difficult  to  gain  even  a 
hearing  in  such  cases  were  the  authorship  brought  into  prominent 
notice. 

Sharing  in  a  slight  measure  such  feelings,  as  my  former  training 
was  obtained  in  the  retail  trade,  it  has  been  with  considerable 
astonishment  and  much  delight  that  I  note  throughout  this  work 
its  eminently  sound  and  practical  character.  This  prime 
requisite,  combined  with  a  crisp,  clear  English,  with  a  happy 
saying  of  much  in  little,  and  with  the  proper  sense  of  proportion 
— an  instinctive  perception  and  emphasis  of  the  essential  — indi- 
cative of  the  experienced  editor,  all  unite  to  make  an  excellent 
literary  setting  for  the  valuable  pharmaceutical  material. 

Altogether,  the  result  is  the  most  sound  and  satisfactory  guide 
in  practical  dispensing  that  I  have  ever  seen,  and  I  shall  take 
much  pleasure  in  bringing  it  to  the  notice  of  succeeding  classes. 

The  only  adverse  criticism — if  such  it  be — I  should  make 
would  be  to  venture  the  hope  that  an  American  edition — similar, 
e.g.,  to  the  American  edition  of  Attfield's  "  Chemistry  " — maybe 
undertaken  in  order  to  more  specially  adapt  it  throughout  to 
the  U.S.  Pharmacopoeia.  Very  truly  yours, 

W.  F.  Jackman, 
Assistant  Professor  of  Pharmacy,  University  of  Maine. 

Foreign  Experience. 

Sir, — In  your  last  issue  "Xrayser"  deals  with  foreign 
experience.  I  quite  agree  with  him  that  it  is  good  ex- 
perience, and,  at  the  salary  offered,  in  most  cases  would 
mean  a  long  foreign  experience,  if  men  had  to  depend  upon 
their  savings  out  of  such  salaries  to  bring  them  back  to 


England  after  fulfilling  a  three  years'  agreement.  The 
salaries  offered  in  the  advertisements  weekly  run  from  12Z. 
per  month  upwards.  This  is  not  sufficient  for  any  place  on 
the  coast,  and  for  up-country  mare  is  required,  as  living  is 
more  expensive.  Assistants  thinking  of  taking  up  those 
situations  offered  in  South  Africa  at  the  salaries  mentioned 
in  the  advertisements  would  do  well  to  make  further 
inquiries  before  binding  themselves  for  the  three  years' 
agreements.  It  perhaps  locks  very  well  on  paper  to  see  an 
offer,  say,  of  140/.  per  year  ;  bat  this  is  no  great  catch,  and 
a  qualified  man  is  better  off  in  England,  even  at  the 
miserable  rate  of  wages  we  are  paid  here.  No  assistant 
living  in  Africa  would  think  of  taking  any  of  the  situations 
offered  in  our  journals  at  the  salary.  It  is  no  uncommon 
thing  to  get  from  18/.  to  25/.  per  month  in  Africa,  but 
assistants  who  answer  those  advertisements  in  England  only 
find  out  when  too  late  that  their  salary  is  not  quite  what 
they  expected.  Is  this  experience  worth  having  at  the 
price  1  Yours  faithfully, 

London,  W.  T.  (185/29.) 

Chemists  in  the  Gold-reef  City. 

A  pharmacist-correspondent,  who  has  gone  through  the 
various  campaigns  in  South  Africa  with  the  Ii.A.M.C, 
and  who  now  apparently  feels  the  restriction  of  military 
regulations  in  regard  to  the  opening  of  business  on  the 
'■  Rand,"  writes  as  follows  : — 

Pretoria,  May  18, 1901. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  in  Johannesburg  last  week  and  glad  to  see 
that,  despite  the  guerilla  tactics  of  the  enemy  in  various  parts  of 
the  country  and  frequent  interruptions  on  the  railway,  the  Golden 
City  is  beginning  to  resume  its  normal  conditions.  Many 
of  the  stores  have  been  reopened.  To-day  Robinson's  Treasury 
Mines  were  officially  restored,  whilst  eight  others  are  about 
ready.  It  is  generally  believed  that  if  the  majority  of  the 
refugees  still  at  the  coast  were  allowed  to  return  and  resume 
work,  it  would  have  a  very  discouraging  effect  on  the  Boers. 

Very  few  British  chemists  and  merchants  have  been  allowed 
back,  and  these  are  much  troubled  at  the  manner  in  which  they 
and  their  fellow-countrymen  are  being  treated  by  the  military 
authorities  now  in  power.  So  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  Uitlanders 
are  divided  into  three  classes  :  — 

A.  Foreigners  and  disloyal  British  subjects  who  openly 
assisted  the  enemy  during  the  war,  chiefly  in  the  intelligence  and 
ambulance  departments.  These  are  allowed  to  keep  open  their 
stores,  or  go  to  the  coast  and  return  when  convenient  to  them- 
selves. They  receive  every  assistance  from  the  Government, 
and  are  granted  permits  occasionally  to  bring  3  tons  of  goods  from 
the  ports. 

B.  British  subjects  who  went  away  when  the  war  started,  and 
remained  at  the  coast  or  in  Europe  until  February,  1901.  These 
have  been  granted  permits  for  ten  days  to  proceed  to  Johannes- 
burg, inspect  their  stores,  and  return  to  the  coast.  The  permits 
were  afterwards  extended  to  a  month,  and  latterly  extended  sine 
die.    Each  was  allowed  to  import  1  ton. 

C.  British  subjects  who  joined  the  Army  twenty  months  ago 
and  are  still  in  the  field.  These  are  compelled  to  stay 'with  their 
regiments,  and  their  wives  and  families  at  the  coast  may  starve 
or  live  on  charity.  What  becomes  of  their  stores  does  not  interest 
the  military. 

This  is  a  regrettable  state  of  affairs.  The  stores  of  "  C  " 
have  suffered  the  most  severe  looting  of  all,  and  it  is  not 
considered  to  be  the  work  of  the  Boers  altogether.  This  class 
have  had  enough  soldiering  to  last  them  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Should  "peace  times"  ever  come  again,  I  am  informed 
that  the  very  mention  of  "picnicking"  or  "  camping-out  "  would 
have  a  nauseous  effect.  I  do  not  think  that  any  Volunteers  from 
over  the  seas,  even  those  who  have  been  only  a  short  time  here, 
ever  wish  to  see  any  more  active  service  in  South  Africa. 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  sending  in  a  query  for  reply  in  this  section  see  if  the 
subject  is  not  dealt  with  in  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,"  igoo,  pages  212-226,  and  pages  259-262. 


173/7.  House-duty.  —  A  lock-up  shop,  or  one  devoted 
entirely  to  business,  without  living-rooms  or  sleeping  ac- 
commodation, is  not  an  inhabited  house  chargeable  with 
duty.  A  room  in  a  place  of  business  allotted  for  the  purpose 
of  eating  meals  or  as  a  dressing-room  does  not  convert  it 
into  an  inhabited  house.  Sleeping  accommodation  is  what 
does  so. 
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36/19.  Sapiens  —Section  45  of  the  Weights  and  Measures 
Act,  1878,  says,  "A  weight  or  measure  duly  stamped  by  an 
inspector  under  this  Act  shall  be  a  legal  weight  or  measure 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  unless  found  to  be  false  or 
UDjust,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  re-stamped  because 
used  in  any  place  other  than  that  in  which  it  was  originally 
stamped."  The  County  Council  have  authority  to  make 
certain  charges  for  verification  and  stamping,  but  it  follows 
from  the  quoted  section  that  if  a  weight  or  measure  is  found 
to  be  correct  it  cannot  be  re-stamped.  Therefore  a  charge 
cannot  be  imposed,  but  if  found  incorrect,  it  must  be 
adjusted  and  re-stamped,  in  which  case  the  County 
Council,  through  the  inspector,  has  power  to  impose  the 
authorised  charges  as  defined  in  a  schedule  to  the  1889 
Act,  and  if  the  inspector  adjusts  the  weight  or  measure  a 
further  charge  for  so  doing  may  be  imposed. 

173/55.    Ph armao.— The  fact  that  vinegar  of  squill  is 

made  with  dilute  acetic  acid  does  not  justify  any  one  in 

saying  that  dilute  acetic  acid  is  vinegar.  "  Vinegar  of 
Squill "  is  a  pharmacopceial  and  legal  name. 

184/67.  J.  G.  has  written  to  us  in  regard  to  the  reply  in 
this  section  last  week  respecting  vaseline  and  menthol.  He 
asks  "  if  small  shopkeepers  incur  any  liability  selling  the 
same,  plainly  labelled  or  with  name  and  address  of  chemist, 
and  nothing  whatever  recommending  the  articles."  To  this 
we  sent  the  following : — 

In  reply  to  your  letter  respecting  the  vaseline  and  menthol 
question,  I  subjoin  a  copy  of  the  exempting  section  of  the  Medi- 
cine stamp  Act  upon  which  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  act. 
The  matter  was  very  fully  explained  in  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist some  months  ago.  You  should  clearly  understand  that  the 
exemption  from  stamp-duty  does  not  mean  exemption  from 
licence-duty  :  it  is  on  this  point  tbat  most  people  make  a  mistake. 
The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  issued  a  General  Order  to  their 
officers  in  April  of  last  year,  and  that  Order  states  that  in  the 
first  instance  retailers  who  have  not  a  licence  are  to  be  advised 
to  take  out  a  licence.  If  they  do  not,  proceedings  will,  no  doubt, 
be  taken  against  them  in  the  second  instance. — Yours  faith- 
fully, &c. 

"  All  medicinal  drugs  whatsoever,  which  shall  be  uttered  or 
vended  entire  without  any  mixture  or  composition  with  any  other 
drug  or  ingredient  whatsoever  by  any  surgeon,  apothecary, 
chemist,  or  druggist  who  hath  served  a  regular  apprenticeship,  or 
by  any  person  who  hath  served  as  a  surgeon  in  the  Navy  or  Army 
under  any  commission  or  appointment  duly  entered  at  the  War 
Office  or  Navy  Office,  or  by  any  other  person  whatsoever  licensed 
to  sell  any  of  the  medicines  chargeable  with  a  stamp-duty." 

As  explained  last  week,  vaseline  and  menthol  cones  are 
articles  which  have  been,  and  still  are,  recommended  for  the 
cure  of  ailments,  and  it  is  under  this  general  recommenda- 
tion that  licence-liability  is  incurred. 

181/14.  Erica — You  will  find  all  ab  )ut  the  registration 
of  trade-marks  in  our  Diaby. 

184/19.  B.  %  S.— The  Poison  Regulations,  so  far  as 
special  form  of  bottle  is  concerned,  apply  only  to  embroca- 
tions, liniments,  and  lotions.  It  is,  however,  customary  to 
put  carbolic  acid  and  similar  pcisons  in  bottles  different, 
from  what  is  used  for  medicines  or  innocuous  fluids. 

173,3.  Bay  asks  if  an  Urban  District  Council  can  compel 
parents  to  pay  for  their  children  removed  for  scarlet  fever 
to  isolation  cottages.  [Section  132  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
1875,  provides  as  follows  : — 

Any  expenses  incurred  by  a  local  authority  in  maintaining  in  a 
hospital  or  in  a  temporary  place  for  the  reception  of  the  sick 
(whether  or  not  belonging  to  such  authority)  a  patient  who  is  not 
a  pauper,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  debt  due  from  such  patient  to 
the  local  authority,  and  may  be  recovered  from  him  at  any  time 
within  six  months  after  his  discharge  from  such  hospital  or  place 
of  reception,  or  from  his  estate  in  the  event  of  his  dying  in  such 
hospital  or  place. 

Sir  R.  HaniDgton,  County  Court  Judge,  has  decided  in  a 
case  in  the  Warwick  County  Court  (Warwick  Sanatorium 
Committee  v.  Spicer,  reported  Law  Times,  January  1,  1881) 
tbat  this  section  dees  not  impose  aDy  liability  on  the  person 
bound  by  law  to  maintain  the  patient,  and  consequently  that 
a  parent  could  not  be  made  liable  for  the  maintenance  of 
his  child  in  a  hospital,  there  being  no  express  contract  by 
the  parents  to  pay  for  such  maintenance.  The  point  has 
also  been  decided  in  the  same  way  by  Judge,  ^Jartineau  in 


the  Hastings  County  Court  (Corporation  of  Hastings  v. 
Couchman,  Lam  Times,  August  26,  1882),  and  other  County 
Court  Judges  have  also  decided  in  the  same  way.  There  is 
no  reported  decision  in  any  superior  court  which  bears  on 
this  section  ;  but  the  above  decisions  seem  to  be  right  ] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


181/17.  Alps. — Your  inquiry  was  replied  to  in  the 
C.  $•  B,  May  18,  page  811. 

146/73.  Calves. — Mortality  in  Calves. — An  answer,  at 
some  length,  to  a  similar  inquiry  to  yours  was  given  in  the 
C.  S)  B.,  November  24,  1900,  page  832. 

177/53.  Kruger. — We  have  published  formulas  for  cDm- 
bined  bath  so  frequently  that  we  cannot  repeat  at  present. 
Oar  experience  is  that  if  the  bath  is  filtered  a  few  days  after 
being  made  it  keeps  clear  for  several  months. 

177/56.  Lens. — The  custom  of  the  trade  is  to  supply 
photographic  goods  for  oash.  We  should  think  your 
customers  would  object  to  an  extra  charge  for  booking 
plates  :  better  tell  them  your  trade  in  photographic  goods  is 
for  cash. 

175/16.  S.  L.—  Preserving  Eggs.— See  C.  $  B.,  June  15, 
page  971,  and  June  1,  page  900. 

176/10.  Siibseribcr. — We  published  a  complete  list  of 
"  Minor  "  books  in  the  C.  $  B.  Educational  number,  Septem- 
ber 8,  1900,  page  420. 

180/58.  TF.  H.— Combined  Bath  ("  Ph.  F.,"  page  439).— 
This  filters  readily  if  allowed  to  stand  over  night,  so  that 
the  precipitate  has  time  to  segregate.  The  spoilt  print  you 
send  owes  its  condition  to  imperfeot  washing. 

157/43.  Alpha. — (1)  Ung.  staphisagrise,  B  P.,  is  fairly 
satisfactory  as  a  nit-ointment,  but  a  lotion  seems  to  be  pre- 
f erred  by  many  people.  There  is  a  good  recipe  for  stavesacre 
lotion  in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  91.  (2)  We 
have  no  recipe  for  Collodium  Hamamelidis,  but  it  is  made 
by  using  a  fluid  extract  of  hamamelis  prepared  with  90-per- 
cent, alcohol  in  place  of  the  spirit  in  making  collodion. 

175/5.  Anxious.  —  Apprentices'  Hemuneration.  —  In 
England  an  apprentice  usually  either  pajs  a  premium  (if 
indoors)  or  serves  his  time  for  nothing  (when  outdoors),  but 
in  other  parts  of  the  Kingdom  a  small  salary  is  paid,  ranging 
from  4s.  a  week  for  the  first  year  to  IQs.  the  third  year.  It 
is  probable  that  salaried  apprentices  will  be  the  rule  if  the 
present  dearth  of  aspirants  to  pharmacy  continues. 

169/15.  Velox  — Glass  pans  are  best  for  dispensing-scales 
but  as  they  are  so  frequently  getting  broken  nickelled  pans 
are  more  often  used.  There  is  no  objection  to  the  use  of 
nickel  for  scale-pans  in  dispensing,  as  the  man  who  would 
weigh  corrosive  or  deliquescent  substances  direct  on  to  the 
pan  should  not  be  entrusted  with  dispensing. 

168/51.  B.  C. — Preserving  Jam. — The  proportion  of 
salicylic  acid  recommended  is  60  gr.  to  4  lbs.  of  jam,  and  of 
boric  acid  J  oz.  to  6  lbs.,  but  both  these  quantities  seem  un- 
necessarily high.  We  do  not  suggest,  however,  that  all 
manufacturers  use  preservatives.  A  lot  can  be  done  by 
the  practical  application  of  the  principles  of  sterilisation. 
You  are  doubtless  aware  that  glucose  is  used  in  place  of  part 
of  the  sugar  in  jam-making,  and  plays  an  important  part  in 
preventing  crystallisation,  mildew,  and  fermentation. 

179/53.  Grange  Red. — Colouring  Maggots. — You  are 
not  a  diligent  reader  of  the  C.  $  B.,  or  you  would  have 
noticed  we  have  several  times  referred  to  the  aniline  dye 
used  for  colouring  maggots  for  fishermen's  use.  The  last 
occasion  was  in  the  number  (June  8,  page  935)  which  was 
current  aj;  t^he  time  you  wrote  to  us, 
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174/39.  C.  S. — Brown  Boot-polish. — A  certain  propor- 
tion of  turpentine  in  this  seems  a  necessity  if  a  good  polish 
is  desired.  We  have  published  formula;  in  which  turpentine 
is  not  used,  but  have  been  informed  by  an  expert  that  the 
product  is  not  satisfactory. 

177/63.  W.  4'  C°-  inquire  if  a  customer  would  expect 
anything  to  be  provided  in  a  dark-room  besides  a  water- 
supply  and  working-bench.  It  would  be  a  very  docile 
customer  indeed  who  would  pay  for  such  accommodation  as 
"  W.  &  Co."  offer.  The  custom  is  to  provide  lamp,  measures, 
dishes,  and  fixing-bath,  the  photographer  providing  developer 
at  his  own  expense. 

182/50.  A.  J.  T. — A  treatise  on  the  Manufacture  of 
Mineral  Waters  was  given  in  The  Chemists'  and  Drug- 
gists' Diary,  1900  ;  Messrs.  Barnett  &  Foster,  Niagara  Works, 
Eagle  Wharf  Road,  N.,  also  publish  a  guide. 

71/4.  Etching. — Common  Turpentine. — In  addition  to 
the  letter  from  "R.  H."  (C  $  D.,  March  25,  page  863)  a  Bury 
St.  Edmunds  correspondent,  whose  memory  takes  him  back 
seventy  years,  reminds  us  that  terebinthina  vulgaris,  the 
syrupy  resin  which  exudes  from  Pinus  sylvestris,  was  official 
in  various  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin  Pharmacopoeias. 
An  American  correspondent  also  informs  us  that  gum  thus 
is  sold  there  as  "  white  turpentine." 

181/64.  Snooks. — Liquid  Ethereal  Soap  (St.  Thomas's 
Hospital). — The  following  formula  has  been  published  by  the 
dispense',  Mr.  White  : — 

Oleic  acid   36  c.c. 

Solution  of  caustic  potash  (1  in  1)...     7  c.c.  or  q  s. 

Alcohol,  90-per-cent.  16  c  c. 

Methylated  ether,  0'720°    q.s.  to  mike 

100  c.c. 

Mix  the  oleic  acid  with  the  alcohol  in  a  flask  and  drop  in  the 
potash  solution  until  neutral  to  phenolphthalein,  then  add  1  c.c. 
of  potash  solution,  set  aside  to  cool,  and  finally  add  the  ether. 

A  similar  result  is  obtained  if  the  formula  given  in  the 
C.  $  D.,  March  23,  is  used. 

173/19.  Radix — Blackheads  on  the  face. — The  treat- 
ment for  this  is  given  in  "  Diseases  and  Remedies  "  under 
acne,  and  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formula3,"  page  35. 

178/33  Mjdi oils  —  Wnitenin?  Buokskin  Boots— A.fter 
washing  off  the  m  d  with  water  apply  t'le  following  paste  : — 


Pipeclay    1  lb. 

Spanish  white    5  lb. 

Flake  white  ...       ...       ...       ...  6  oz. 

Precipitated  chalk   ...       ...       ...  4  oz. 

Spermaceti    1  oz. 

Lard   \  lb. 


Mix  the  powders  thoroughly,  and  mass  with  the  spermaceti  and 
lard,  previously  melted  together. 

179/19.  Ripon. — A.  good  non-clogging  Lubricating-oil 
for  Cycles  is  heavy  paraffin  oil.  For  this  purpose,  as  for  all 
lubricating-purpose^,  the  oil  must  not  be  too  thin,  and  must 
also  be  quite  free  from  acidity.  We  have  u*ed  the  Vacuum 
Oil  C  ompany's  "  Arctic  cylinder-oil  "  with  excellent  results. 
For  a  Burning-oil  for  cycle-lamps  the  following  is  good  : — 

Sperm  oil      ...    8  oz. 

Paraffin  oil    ...       ...       ...       ...    2  oz. 

Camphor    2  oz. 

Dissolve. 

179/43.  Golfer. — A.  fine-quality  oil-varnish  is  the  most 
durable  for  using  on  golf-clubs.  The  varnish  cannot  be 
made  on  a  small  scale  ;  the  method  is  explained  in  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas." 

176;70.  Pulvercs. — Fever-powder.  —  This  consists  of 
pulv.  antimonialis  4  gr.,  p.  sacch.  lactis  6  gr.,  this  quantity 
being  a  dose  for  an  adult.  For  children  the  dose  is  from 
4  gr.  (3  years)  to  6  gr.  (6  years).  The  powder  only  resembles 
James's  fever-powder  in  containing  antimony  oxide ;  dis- 
respect of  the  proprietary  rights  in  the  name  may  get  you 
into  trouble. 

174/40.  Ej[uitas.—W<i  have  no  better  recipss  for  veterinary 
em'orooation  than  thosagiven  in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas" 
and  "  Veterinary  Counter-practice," 


176/69.  /.  M.  A.  —  The  Influenza-powder  is  pulv. 
ipecac,  co. 

183/54.  Reklaw. — Application  for  Man?9  in  Dogs. — 
The  formula  for  this  is  given  in  "  Veterinary  Count  r 
Practice  "  : — 

Black  sulphur        ...       ...       ...  4  oz. 

Powdered  white  hellebore   1  oz. 

Turpentine     ..       ...       ...       ...  1  to  4  oz. 

Linseed  oil  to    24  oz. 

Mix  well,  and  apply  twice  a  day  at  first,  afterwards  once  daily. 

176/23  A.  B. — Scour-powder. — This  is  a  mixture  of  pre- 
pared chalk  (1),  powdered  oak-bark  (2).  Several  specimens 
reach  us  from  Ireland  every  year,  from  which  we  judge  it  to 
be  an  effectual  remedy. 

171/58.  Farrier. — The  Fur-dye  you  send  owes  its  stain- 
ing qualities  to  pyrogallol  in  ammoniacal  solution.  There 
has  lately  become  popular  for  dyeing  furs  and  feathers  a  dye 
which  comes  from  Germany,  consisting  of — 

Metol   10  parts 

Paramidophenol  hydrochloride    ...  3  parts 
Paraphenylenediamine  hydrochlo- 
ride   6  parts 

Sodium  sulphite     ...    5  parts 

Rectified  spirit    500  parts 

This  dye  is  mixed  with  an  equal  part  of  hydrogen-peroxide 
solution  3  per  cent. 

166/19.  E  G.  I. — See  reply  to  "N.  V.  S  ,"  June  1, 
page  899.  The  oleic  acid  gives  the  green  effect  to  brass  in 
the  initial  stages  of  the  polishing. 

153/31.  B.  T.  Co  —  Brickmaking.  —  If  the  fireclay 
produces  black  spots  in  the  finished  goods  it  is  probably  due 
to  iron— a  fact  which  makes  the  clay  unsuited  for  fire-brick 
making. 

175/67.  Freezer. — Ethyl  chloride  is  used  for  anaesthetising 
the  gums  for  painless  extraction  of  teeth.  The  liquefied  gas 
is  sold  in  tubes,  and  is  vaporised  by  the  heat  of  the  hand 
through  a  fine  spray-nozzle. 

185/34.  T.  -27 —Manufacture  of  Soft  S  )ap.—  Cheaper 
oils  for  this  purpose  than  cottonseed  or  linseed  are  various 
fish  oils,  but  the  product  is  much  inferior. 

Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  esteemed. 

184/12.  Makers  of  Coghill's  inhalers  and  Harton's  dry 
inhalers. 

179,45.  Makers  of  sets  of  microscope-slides  of  animal 
histology. 

184/1.  Makers  of  whUe-tnetal  crown  sprinklers,  stamped 
"  Y.  R.  et  Cie.,  London." 

188/12.  Of  what  was  "  Balsam  of  Mecca,"  an  old-time 
cough-mixture,  composed,  or  can  it  be  still  obtained  1 


The  Oxygen  Hospital. — This  is  the  name  of  an  hospital  in 
Fitzroy  Square  where  the  oxygen  treatment  is  carried  out.  The 
Duke  of  Argyll  presided  at  the  annual  meeting  on  June  19,  when 
he  stated  that  the  hospital  is  for  the  treatment  of  the  poor.  The 
expense  of  oxygen  treatment  as  compared  with  surgical  treatment 
is  very  much  in  favour  of  the  former.  The  cost  of  the  oxygen 
treatment  does  not  amount  to  more  than  2s.  6d  per  week,  and  the 
general  expenses  of  the  hospital  per  week  only  amount  to  an 
average  of  11.  7s.  per  patient.  The  number  of  tho30  called  abso- 
lutely cured  after  treatment  amounted  to  90  percent.  One  special 
need  at  the  present  moment  is  a  cubicle  which  could  be  thoroughly 
oxygenated,  and  in  which  phthisical  patients  could  be  treated. 
Dr.  Woodley  Stocker,  medical  officer  to  the  Willesden  Board  of 
Guardians,  who  seconded  the  adoption  of  the  report,  which  was 
carried,  testified  to  the  beuefits  which  patients  in  Willesden  had 
derived  from  the  oxygen  treatment.  Colonel  Saunderson,  M.P., 
in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Duke  of  Argyll  for  presiding, 
spoke  of  a  parish  priest  in  Ireland  who,  after  suffering  for 
thirteen  years,  had  been  cured  by  the  oxygen  treatment  in  thrge 
.  weeks. 
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personalities. 


Professor  Emerson  Reynolds,  F.R.S.,hasbeen  appointed 
a  member  of  the  committee  of  the  Royal  Societies  Club. 

Mr.  Henry  J.  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  Esk  Street, 
Silloth,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Silloth  School 
Board. 

Mr.  T.  Edward  Lescher,  of  Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  & 
Webb,  Bartholomew  Close,  E.G.,  returned  to  London  on 
June  17,  after  a  tour  round  the  world. 

MR.  B.  M.  Stoakes,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Whitefriar- 
gate,  Hull,  has  been  elected  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Hull 
Minerva  Lodge  of  Freemasons. 

Sir  Henry  S.  Roscoe,  F.R.S.,  was  the  only  British 
chemist  on  whom  the  honorary  degree  of  LL.D.  was  con- 
ferred a  Glasgow  University  last  week  on  the  occasion  of 
the  ninth  jubilee  of  the  University. 

Mr.  A.  T.Hill  has  been  appointed  by  the  Dartford Urban 
District  Council  to  represent  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome 
&  Co.,  as  one  of  the  manufacturing  firms  of  the  town,  on  the 
Technical  Education  Committee. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Hoyles,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Messrs. 
Treacher  &  Co.  (Limited),  Bombay,  is  now  in  England  on 
holidav.  Mr.  Hoyles  distinguished  himself  in  the  "  Square  " 
in  1835,  and  went  out  to  Bombay  shortly  thereafter. 

Mr  William  J.  C.  Brunton,  chemist's  assistant,  of 
Lichgelly,  has  volunteered  for  service  as  dispenser  and 
dresser  in  the  R.A.M.C.  for  active  service  in  South  Africa. 
He  will  be  attached  to  the  hospital  accompanying  the 
Scottish  Horse. 

ON  Saturday,  June  15,  the  members  of  the  family  of 
Mr.  Edward  Evans,  Sen.,  J.P.,  D.L.,  Bromwylfa,  Wrexham, 
gathered  together  to  celebrate  his  85th  birthday.  Mr. 
Evans's  health  is  still  fairly  good,  and  he  feels  remarkably 
well  for  one  who  has  lived  under  five  Eaglish  sovereigns. 
Mr.  Edward  Evans  is  the  senior  partner  of  Messrs.  Evans, 
Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  Evans,  Leacher  &  Webb,  London,  and 
E?ans  &  Sons  (Limited),  Montreal  and  New  York. 

In  "Lancashire  Faces  and  Places"  there  is  a  sketch  of 
Mr.  F.  W.  Bates,  chemist  and  druggist,  Brooks'  Bar,  dealing 
chiefly  with  his  career  as  a  member  (and  Chairman)  of  the 
Stratford  Urban  District  Council,  to  which  he  was  elected  in 
1894  While  Chairman  of  the  Technical  Instruction  and 
School  Attendance  Committee  the  number  of  pupils  increased 
from  286  to  780.  At  the  opening  of  the  Public  Free  Library 
and  Technical  Institute  in  September,  1899,  Mr.  Bates  was 
presented  with  an  illuminated  address  by  his  colleagues. 
Mr.  Bates  was  born  at  March,  Cambridgeshire,  on  April  28, 
1857,  and  was  educated  at  March  Grammar  School.  In 
1880  he  went  to  Manchester,  and  has  carried  on  the  business 
of  dispensing  and  manufacturing  chemut  at  Brooks'  Bar 
ever  since. 


Business  Chances* 


Mr.  S-  D.  Doughton,  chemist  and  druggist,  will  shortly 
op?n  a  business  at  3  Bridge  Street,  Aberystwith. 

Mr.  H.  Imber-Parsons,  chemist  and  druggist,  Axminster, 
has  opened  a  branch-establishment  at  Charmouth. 

Messrs.  Boots  (Limited)  are,  we  hear,  negotiating  for 
extensive  premises  in  the  centre  of  the  High  Street,  Exeter. 

Mr.  Horace  J.  Heyhoe,  chemist  and  druggist,  Faken- 
ham,  has  opened  a  branch-establishment  at  High  Street, 
Walsingham. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Buckley,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired 
the  business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  Thomas  Wade  at 
88  High  Street,  Lees,  Oldham. 

Messrs.  Alfred  White  &  Sons,  manufacturing  chemists 
Castle  Street,  Saffron  Hill,  E.C.,  have  removed  to  Allen 
Street,  Goswell  Road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C. 


Mr.  J.  R.  C.  Stephens,  chemist  and  druggist,  Rolle 
Street,  Exmouth,  is  about  to  remove  to  larger  and  more 
convenient  premises  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street. 

Mr.  Robert  Read,  chemist  and  druggist,  Thome,  near 
Doncaster,  has  had  a  new  frontage  put  to  his  shop  and  the 
interior  entirely  refitted  by  Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders,  of 
Liverpool. 


Campbor  ©II. 

By  Professor  Shimoyama,  Ph.D. 

(Communicated  ty  Our  Yokohama  Correspondent.') 


THERE  is  scarcely  any  need  to  say  that  camphor  is  one  of 
the  chief  export  staples  from  the  Japanese  Empire,  and 
according  to  statistics,  during  the  first  four  months  of  this 
year  1,435,000  yen  worth  have  been  exported.  The  Formosan 
Government  estimates  the  annual  production  in  that  island 
at  50,000  piculs  of  camphor  and  20,000  piculs  of  so-called 
original  oil  of  camphor,  the  latter  containing  50  per  cent,  of 
camphor.  At  present  two  Japanese  merchants  in  Kobe  are 
engaged  in  redistilling  camphor  out  of  the  original  oil  by 
arrangement  with  the  Formosan  Government.  In  the  course 
of  redistillation  two  grades  of  red  and  white  oils  are  yielded. 
White  oil,  more  popularly  known  as  camphor  oil,  finds  its 
way  throughout  the  interior,  and  is  very  widely  used  by  the 
Japanese  for  disinfection ;  while  red  oil  is  exported  to 
Europe  and  elsewhere  to  the  extent  of  from  7,500  piculs  at 
the  best  to  3,500  piculs  at  the  least  annually.  This  red  oil  of 
camphor  is  used  in  foreign  countries  for  the  manufacture  of 
safrol,  which  is  very  widely  used  abroad  in  the  soap  and 
perfume  industries  ;  and  is  also  used  as  a  raw  material  for 
the  manufacture  of  heliotropin,  the  price  of  which  has  been 
reduced  from  500  yen  per  kilo,  to  something  like  17  yen 
per  kilo. 

About  twenty  years  ago,  when  no  one  knew  how  to  use 
this  red  oil  economically,  and  distillers  used  to  throw  it  away, 
Mr.  K.  Goto,  a  merchant  in  Kobe,  made  a  trial  shipment 
o°  it,  in  crier  to  find  a  market,  but  without  any  success 
at  the  time.  In  1883  Mr.  Peltman,  of  Messrs.  Schimmel 
&  Co.,  Leipzig,  Germany,  invented  a  process  for  making 
saf  rol  out  of  it ;  thus  red  camphor  oil  found  its  way  to  Europe. 
Ia  the  first  instance  prices  were  abnormally  low,  foreign 
buyers  paying  only  3  yen  per  picul  for  it.  Since  then,  owing  to 
increased  demand,  it  has  advanced  to  nearly  six  times  the 
price ;  present  export  quotations  are  from  17  to  18  yen 
per  picul. 

Out  of  a  picul  of  this  red  oil  50  catties  of  safrol  are  pro- 
duced, so  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  foreign  buyers  were, 
and  are,  making  enormous  profits,  as  the  cost  of  production 
is  trifling,  and  they  get  for  safrol  60  yen  to  70  yen  per 
50  catties. 

When  I  visited  Formosa  in  February  last  year  for 
botanical  research,  by  instruction  of  the  Imperial  University, 
I  was  asked  by  Dr.  S.  Goto,  Chief  of  the  Civil  Affairs 
Bureau,  to  submit  a  report  about  the  manufacture  of  safrol 
out  of  red  oil  of  camphor.  Consequently  I  began  an 
investigation  in  April,  1900,  and  completed  it  by  July.  A 
detailed  report  was  submitted  to  the  Formosan  Government 
in  November.  As  a  result,  it  was  decided  to  make  ex- 
pariments  on  a  large  scale  at  a  cost  of  50,000  yen,  and  the 
plant  has  been  laid  down  in  Kobe.  The  result  is  satisfactory 
so  far,  but  when  the  plant  is  completed  not  less  than 
500  catties  of  safrol  can  be  made  daily.  When  safrol  is 
manufactured  out  of  red  oil  a  blue-coloured  oil  is  obtained, 
which  I  estimate  to  amount  to  1,000  "koku"  in  a  year. 
After  a  long  research  and  hard  labours  I  found  that  it  is  a 
very  powerful  disinfectant.  So  I  named  it  "  Disinfector." 
A  sample  of  it  was  sent  to  the  Government  Laboratory,  and 
I  was  informed  that  it  has  great  power  as  a  disinfectant, 
and  is  particularly  potent  in  destroying  the  plague  bacillus. 
In  my  opinion,  it  is  a  stronger  disinfectant  than  carbolic 
acid,  and  will  be  rsed  widely  in  the  interior.  It  is  a 
custom  of  the  Japanese  peasants  to  use  kerosine  for  killing 
worms  and  insects,  which  sometimes  do  serious  harm  to  the 
rice-harvest ;  and  I  believe  this  "  Disinfector  "  can  be  used 
instead  of  kerosine  at  a  far  cheaper  rate.  The  Colonial 
Government,  it  is  said,  is  to  make  practical  tests  in  their 
experimental  agricultural  stations.  The  result  will,  no 
doubt,  be  satisfactory. 
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TTrafce  IReport 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  B.C. :  June  20. 

"liyT  ARRET  fluctuations  prior  to  the  drug-auctions  have  been 
•"J-  few  and  unimportant  this  week,  business  remaining 
dull  in  most  quarters.  Quinine  closed  lower  at  the  end  of 
last  week  owing  to  the  comparatively  heavy  bark-shipments 
from  Java,  but  since  then  the  market  has  steadied  itself, 
although  no  important  business  has  been  done.  Higher 
prices  continue  to  be  asked  for  insect-flowers,  and  some 
grades  have  advanced  about  Is.  to  8s.  since  the  opening  of 
the  season.  Telegraphic  advices  from  Smyrna  report  an 
advance  in  opium.  Cod-liver  oil  is  being  talked  up  in  Nor- 
way, but  here  there  is  no  respDnse.  Cream  of  tartar  is  very 
firm,  but  citric  and  tartaric  acids  are  slow  of  sale.  Sulphate 
of  copper  is  offering  at  easier  rates.  The  following  are  the 
principal  changes  of  the  week,  including  those  recorded  at 
the  drug-auctions  :— 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Dragon's-blood 

Aloes  (Cape) 

Copper  sul- 

Arrowroot 

(fine) 

Oil,  cod  liver 

phate 

Calumba 

Insect-flowers 

Sarsaparilla 

Coriander 

Cardamoms 

Opium 

(Jam.) 

Nutmegs 

Cassia  fistula 

Pot.  pruss. 
Shellac 

Cumin- seed 
Ginger 
Menthol 
Oil,  castor 

(E.I.) 

Quinine 
Senna  pods 
Wax,  bees' 

(Jam.) 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drags,  &e  ,  have  arrived  at  the  principal  ports 
of  the  United  Kingdom  from  June  13  to  19,  inclusive  :— Anise 
(Russ.\  107;  arrowroot,  (St.  V.)  8D1  brls.  150  tins,  (@  Bar- 
bados) 115  brls  ;  benzoin  (@  Singapore),  174  cs. ;  buchu,  4  ; 
calumba,  27;  canary  seed,  675;  cirdamons,  90;  caraway- seed, 
SO ;  cassia  fistula,  20  ;  castor  oil,  (@  Marseilles)  108  cks.  165  brk., 
(@  Trinidad)  1C0  drums,  (E.I.)  1.0C6,  (@  Genoa)  60  bxs.  ;  chloral 
hydrate,  6;  cinchona,  (@  Bombay)  146,  (@  Moilendo)  74  bis.,  (@ 
Colombo)  17,  (@  Calicut)  415;  cochineal,  8;  cocoa- butter,  77; 
coloeynth,  21 ;  cumin-seed  (Mor.),  91;  fennel-seed,  995;  ginger, 
(@  Bombay)  186  cs.  67  bgs.,  (@  Montreal)  16,  (@  St.  Lucia)  2,  (@ 
Cochin)  100,  (@  Calicut)  30,  (@  Hong-Kong)  150  cs. ;  gum  arabic, 
(@  Bombay)  10,  (@  Trieste)  49,  (@  Alexandria)  50  ;  gum  olibanum, 
60;  honey,  (Chil  )  15,  (@  Sjdney)  380  ;  ipecacuanha,  (@  Rio)  14 
bis.,  (@  Bremen)  10  bis.;  kola  (W.C.4.),  2;  lime-juice  (W.I.),  10 
pkgs. ;  liquorice  root  (@  Catania),  juice  109  cs  ;  menthol,  2;  mix 
vomica  (@  Mangalore)  248;  oils,  essential,  (@  Sicily)  138,  (@ 
Hong-Kong)  70  cs. ;  opium  (@  Hamburg),  11;  quicksilver,  (Ital.) 
100,  ((a*  Spain)  24  ;  rhatiny  (@  Valparaiso),  46;  "roots  "  (@  Leg- 
horn), 45  bales;  saccharin,  10  cs.  ;  saffron,  1;  sarsaparilla  (@ 
N.Y.),  11 ;  scammony-root,  25  ;  senna,  ((ft1  Bombay)  8,  Colombo) 
16;  soy  (@  Hong-Kong),  95;  sugar-of-milk  (@  N.Y.),  50  brls.; 
tamarinds,  (W.I.)  97,  (E.I.)  41;  turmeric,  (@  Bombay)  537,  (@ 
Madras)  3C0;  wax,  bees',  (Mor.)  2,  (Chil.)  79,  (W.C  A.)  26,  (Span.)  6, 
(@  Dusteldorf)  72. 

The  Bandong  Quinine=factory. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Bandong  quinine-factory  expresses  much 
satisfaction  with  the  results  of  the  Batavia  quinine-auctions,  and 
states  that  new  contracts  have  been  made  with  the  planters,  which 
ensure  a  full  supply  of  bark  for  this  year.  As  the  whole  of  the 
Company's  capital  is  invested  in  the  buildings,  plant,  and  stock, 


it  is  proposed  to  issue  6  per  cent,  debentures  for  6,250?.,  redeem- 
able in  six  years,  in  order  to  provide  the  necessary  working 
capital ;  the  whole  of  this  issue  has  practically  been  applied  for. 
After  allowing  for  depreciation  there  remains  a  net  profit 
sufficient  to  pay  a  dividend  of  4  per  cent.,  which  the  directors 
propose. 

The  Board  refers  to  the  great  assistance  rendered  by  Mr.  P. 
van  Leersum,  who  superintends  the  work  on  behalf  of  the 
Government,  and  to  whose  advice  the  improvement  in  the 
manufacturing  process  is  due. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Business  in  the  heavy  chemical  market  con  tinues  to  be  very 
quiet.  All-round  demand  both  on  home  and  export  account  is 
very  disappointing,  and  there  seems  no  immediate  prospect  of 
matters  taking  a  much  better  turn  Values  show  little  fluctuation 
and  remain  practically  unchanged. 

Alkali  Produce. — In  this  branch  conditions  are  little  altered 
from  recent  reports.  Caustic  soda  and  bleaching  powder  are  in 
fairly  steady  request  at  unchanged  rates.  Ammonia  alkali  and 
soda  crystals  moving  briskly,  and  prices  well  maintained. 
Chlorates  and  prussiates  continue  very  quiet  and  weak. 

Bichromates  or  Potash  and  Soda  are  in  rather  better  demand, 
but  values  do  not  show  any  improvement.  Prices  are  somewhat 
variable,  but  for  English  and  Scotch  deliveries  are  about  5hd.  and 
2\d.  per  lb.  less  7^  per  cent.  Glasgow,  for  potash  and  soda 
respectively.  For  export,  prices  f.o.b.  Glasgow  are  \d.  per  lb. 
lower  and  net  thereat. 

South  Durham  Salt  very  quiet.  Price  at  present  stacds  un- 
changed at  lis.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Tees,  but  has  a  downward  tendency. 

Phosphorus  in  fair  request  at  unchanged  rates.  Wedges,  2s. 
per  lb.;  sticks,  2s.  Id.  per  lb.;  amorphous,  2s.  6d.  to  2s.  Id. 
per  lb. 

Sulphocyanides  in  increased  demand  at  late  figures.  Ammo- 
nium (95  per  cent.),  6d.  per  lb. ;  barium  (95  per  cent.),  id.  per  lb. ; 
potassium,  7\d.  to  7j<7. 

Satinite  in  fair  demand  for  home  and  export  at  37.  5s.  to 
3?..  10s.  per  ton  in  usual  5  to  6  cwt.  casls. 

Pearl  Hardening. — Moving  well  at  37.  to  37.  10s.  per  ton  in 
ordinary  casks. 

Recovered  Sulphur  remains  unchanged  at  47.  15s.  to  57.  per 
ton  in  bags,  free  on  rails. 

Brown  Acetate  of  Lime  has  dropped  a  little  since  last  quoted, 
and  it  now  stands  at  about  57.  5s.  per  ton,  c.i.f.,  with  little  doing. 

Calcium  Chloride. — In  steady  request  at  60s.  to  65.S.  per  ton, 

Liverpool  Drug  Market. 

Liverpool,  June  20. 

Castor  Oil. — The  Craftsman,  with  £00  odd  cases  of  good 
seconds  Calcutta,  has  arrived,  and  the  value  has  dropped  to  3§<Z, 
per  lb.  for  quantity  from  the  quay,  3^(7.  being  asktd  for  store 
parcels.  A  considerable  quantity  of  the  new  arrivals  seems  to  be 
taken  into  consumption  at  once.  First-pressure  French  is  still 
available  at  3(7.  in  r^uantity,  but  store  prices  are  fetching  3^(7. 
to  3Tgi3.    First- pressure  English  is  unchanged  in  value  at  i\d. 

Turps  is  moving  off  slowly  at  27s.  6<7.  per  cwt.,  though  some 
holders  talk  of  higher  prices  in  the  near  future. 

Honey. — Eighty-one  packages  of  low-quality  Peruvian  were 
offered  at  auction  ;  17s.  was  bid  and  refused,  holders'  idea  being 
18s.  per  cwt.  Pile  X.  Chilian  is  held  for  30s.  to  32s-.  ;  Pile  1,  28s. ; 
Pile  2,  25s. ;  Pile  3,  21s.  6(7.  to  23s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality. 
Californian  is  still  unchanged. 

Beeswax  remains  in  a  quiet  condition,  and  some  holders  show 
easier  tendency  in  their  views.  Chilian  is  worth  77.  to  7/.  15s. 
per  cwt.,  according  to  quality. 

Quill aia- bark. — Five  tons  have  changed  hands  at  137.  5s. 
per  ton,  and  holders  show  increasing  stringency  in  their  views  as 
to  prices. 

African  Ginger. — Thirty  bags  new  crop  have  changed  hands 
at  35s.  per  cwt.    This  establishes  the  price. 

Chillies  (S.L.). — Fifteen  bags  fair  quality  have  changed 
hands  at  42s.  6(7.  per  cwt.    The  market  is  again  bare. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  unchanged  at  227.  per  ton  to  221.  lCs. 
per  ton. 

Canary-seed  remains  steady  at  32s.  to  32s.  6(7.  per  qr.  for 
bright  Turkish.  There  is  a  tendency  towards  better  prices.  One 
hundied  bags  are  reported  sold,  at  3?s.  6(7.  per  qr. 

Linseed  Oil  continues  steady  at  31s.  6(7.  to  35s.  per  cwt.  in 
export-casks. 

Acacia  Sorts  move  off  very  slowly,  although  importers  show 
a  more  ready  disposition  to  meet  the  views  of  buyers. 

Copaiba. — Four  barrels  cloudy  Maranham  hive  changed  hands 
at  2s.  Id.  per  lb. ;  buyers  are  purchasing  for  immediate  require- 
ments only. 

Wax,  Carnauba. — Sellers  are  holding  for  better  prices,  which 
has  checked  demand  somewhat.  Business  amounts  to  about  100 
bags  Pernambuco  and  Maranham  grey  at  57s.  6(7.  to  58s.  6(7. 
per  cwt.,  with  small  lots  of  irregular  to  gool  yellow  at  65s.  to  75s. 
per  cwt. 
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German  Drug  Market. 

Ha/nibv/rg,  June  18 

Our  drug-market  shows  only  little  bu3ines3  just  now,  and  the 
tone  is  quiet. 

Agar-Agar  is  dull  at  365m.  per  100  kilos. 

Citric  Acid  is  quiet  at  290m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam  Peru  is  unchanged  at  llfm.  per  kilo. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  quiet,  with  second-hand  sellers  at  455m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  almost  unchanged  :  Russian  on  the  spot  is  quoted 
445m.,  and  Spanish  480m.  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodium  is  dull  and  more  freely  offered  at  405m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Menthol  is  dull  at  23m.  per  kilo. 

Ipecacuanha  is  quieter,  Rio  being  quoted  28m  ,  and  Cartagena 
13m.  per  kilo. 

Car  aw  ay- seed  is  steady;  August-September  shipment  of  new 
crop  is  quoted  42£m.  per  100  kilo3. 

Quinine  is  unchanged  at  47m.  per  kilo,  from  mikers  ;  second- 
hand offers  at  44m. 

Japanese  Wax  is  firmer  at  63m.  per  100  kilos,  paid. 

Wormseed  is  firm  and  dearer  at  66m.  to  75m.  per  100  kilos. 

Fenugreek-seed  advancing,  and  12£m  per  103  kilos,  is  now 
asked. 

Star-anise  is  very  dull,  and  can  ba  bought  at  120m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Santonin  is  firm  ;  second- hands  seem  to  be  cleared  out. 
Cod-liver  Oil  is  firm  at  65m.  to  66m.  per  barrel  for  non -con- 
gealing oil. 
Star-anise  Oil  is  flit  at  12m.  per  kilo. 
Peppermint  Oil. — HGH  is  steady  at  6Jm.  per  kilo. 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  June  20,  1.54  p.m.  : — Refined  camphor  in  second- 
hands  is  unchanged.  Japanese  peppermint  oil  is  firmer  at 
6f  tn.  per  kilo.    Japan  wax  is  improving  in  tone. 

*  *  *  * 

Smybna,  Jane  20,  9  40  a.m  : — The  opium  market  is  firm 
at  prices  ranging  from  8s.  lid.  to  9s.  4d.  per  lb.,  according 
to  quality.  There  is  considerable  buying  being  dine  by 
exporters  and  importers.  The  rains  continue,  and  are  doing 
much  damage  to  the  crops. 

*  *         *  # 

Bergen,  June  20,  11.25  a  m.  : — The  cod-fishing  at  Fin- 
marken  is  nearing  the  close.  The  catch  is  reckoned  at 
37,210,C00  fish,  as  against  35,728,000  at  a  corresponding 
period  last  year.  This  is  estimated  to  yield  30,087  barrels  of 
oil,  as  against  27,527  barrels  this  time  last  year.  The  market 
is  firm,  proprietors  demanding  64s.  per  barrel  for  refined  oil, 
f.o.b.  B?rgen. 

London  Markets. 

Acids,  Citric  and  Tartaric,  are  both  unchanged,  with 
only  a  small  business  doing. 

Arrowroot.— At  auction  on  Wednesday  St.  Vincents  sold 
"  without  reserve  "  at  1  \d.  to  \%d.  per  lb.  for  middling  quality, 
being  lower. 

Belladonna  is  in  goad  inquiry,  bit  continues  very  scarce, 
and  only  small  lots  are  available  at  from  38s.  to  40s.  per 
cwt ,  c  i.f. 

Caraway-seed. — A  Continental  report  states  that  there 
the  prospects  for  the  new  Dutch  harvest  are  exceptionally 
good,  and  prices  have  been  reduced.  It  is  estimated  at 
about  90,000  to  100  000  sacks;  for  delivery  in  August- 
September  42m.  per  100  kilos,  is  quoted. 

Chamomiles. — The  new  crop  of  Hungarian  has  arrived  on 
the  Trieste  market,  and  turns  out  a  very  fine  quality.  The 
yield  is  expected  to  be  smaller  than  last  year,  and  higher 
prices  are  asked  for  the  new  crop — viz.,  60s.  to  70s.  per 
cwt.,  f.o.b.  Stocks  of  Belgian  are  getting  low,  and  only 
small  lots  are  available  at  from  72s.  to  80s.  per  cwt.,  c  i.f  , 
according  to  quality. 

Cinchona. — The  shipments  from  Java  for  the  first  half  of 
this  month  are  declared  at  500,000  Amsterdam  lbs.,  against 
300,000  Amsterdam  lbs.  last  year.  The  exports  from  Ceylon 
from  January  1  to  May  27  have  been  : — 

1901         1900  1899  1898 

Lbs   320,928      220,592      391,903  317,281 

Cocoa-butter  — The  auctions  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam 
on  June  18  will  consist  of  65  tons  Van  Houten's,  2J  tons 
Helm,  8  tons  de  Jong,  and  4  tons  Mignon  ;  while  at  London 
on  the  same  date  35  tons  Oadbury's  brand  will  be  offered. 
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Copper  Sulphate  is  now  obtainable  at  2M.  per  ton  spot, 
which  is  easier,  while  for  Anchor  brand  23Z.  to  2!\l.  is 
quoted. 

Cream  of  Tartar  keeps  firm  at  the  prices  quoted  last 
week,  and  in  view  of  the  higher  prices  asked  from  the 
Continent  any  alteration  is  likely  to  be  in  an  upward 
direction. 

Gum  Tragacanth. — Holders  are  anxious  to  make  pro- 
gress, but  only  a  small  business  has  been  done  at  easy  prices. 
Druggists'  firsts  are  quoted  at  from  14?.  10s.  to  16?.  10s.  per 
cwt.,  according  to  holder. 

Henbane. — The  new  crop  of  German  leaves  is  in  fair 
demand  at  from  42s.  to  45s.  per  cwt ,  c.i.f.,  accarding  to 
quality  ;  for  fine  picked  leaves  as  much  as  4s.  per  lb.  spot  is 
quoted. 

Insect- flowers. — A  repcrt  from  Trieste,  da'ed  June  15, 
states  that  with  June  1  the  new  season  begun,  and  with  the 
same  a  sudden  and  strong  upward  movement  set  io.  As 
previously  stated,  the  severe  cold  during  the  last  winter  hai 
done  great  damage  to  the  plantations,  and  the  crop  has 
therefore  given  a  short  yield.  For  some  grade3  the  advance 
has  been  enormous,  whereas  others  are  only  following  slowly. 
Sales  of  new  goods  do  not  amount  to  much  so  far,  and  it  is 
therefore  very  difficult  to  tell  whether  the  prices  which  are 
asked  by  owners  will  be  maintained.  At  present  the  po-ition 
is  very  strong  and  the  tendency  upwards.  Prime  open 
flowers  of  the  1900  crop  are  quoted  54s  6d.  per  cwt.,  and  for 
1901  crop  60s.  per  cwt.,  cost  and  freight.  Large  lots  of  old 
flowers  have  been  sold  during  the  last  fortnight,  so  that 
stocks  of  those  are  now  considerably  reduced.  The  arrivals 
in  Trieste  during  May  amounted  to  328  cwt?.  only,  whereas 
the  sales  totalled  1,378  cwt.,  so  that  there  was  a  decrease  in 
stocks  of  about  fifty  tons. 

Lemon  Juice  (Concentrated)  — From  Messina  a  quiet 
demand  is  reported  and  prices  have  slightly  declined. 
Stocks  are  small,  however,  and  holders  who  are  not  inclined 
to  make  further  concessions  quote  17?.  2s.  6d.  per  pipe  f  o.b. 

Liquorice  Root — The  exports  of  root  and  piste  from 
Batoum,  during  1900  amounted  to  8,905  tons  (71,243?.) 
against  8,455  tons  (67,640?.)  in  1899. 

Mastich. — The  London  market  has  been  practically 
cleared  of  pale  tear,  and  to  arrive  business  has  been  done 
at  fall  values.  On  the  Trieste  market  a  good  business  has 
developed  during  the  last  few  weeks  and  the  bulk  of  the 
stock  has  gone  into  consumption  at  steady  prices. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — -Oar  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
June  15,  that  the  fishing  at  Finmarken  has  been  almost  a1-, 
a  standstill  during  the  week  ending  that  date,  and  at  several 
places  it  is  practically  closing.  Tne  total  catch  ud  to 
June  10  amounts  to  36,753,000  fish,  against  33,204,000  last 
year.  This  is  expected  to  yield  29,993  barrels,  against 
25,831  barrels  at  the  corresponding  period  of  1900.  The 
market  is  rather  firmer,  and  finest  non-coDgealing  cod-liver 
oil  must  now  be  quoted  at  62s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bsrgen. 
Several  dealers  are,  however,  unwilling  to  sell  at  this  figure. 
The  total  exports  to  date  from  Bergen  amount  to  5,283 
barrels,  against  3,563  barrels  last  year. 

Opium. — Persian  is  slow  of  sale,  fine  quality  being 
obtainable  at  from  12s.  to  12s.  3d.  per  lb.  spot. 

Smyrna,  June  7. — The  market  is  unchanged,  sales  for  the  week 
amounting  altogether  to  91  cases,  including  60  cases  Adette  and 
Karahissar,  at  the  equivalent  of  8s.  6d. ;  7  cases  current  Yerli,  at 
8s.  lOd. ;  and  24  cases  common  Adelte,  at  8s.  5d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  The 
market  closes  with  buyers  at  these  figures.  The  arrivals  to 
date  amount  to  4,049  cases  and  9  cases  new  opium,  against  2,605 
cases  and  19  cases  new  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 
The  quality  of  the  new  opium,  so  far,  is  very  poor.  The  weath'r 
in  the  interior  is  unsettled,  the  complaint  being  that  there  has 
been  too  much  rain  in  the  low-lying  districts,  which  has  in  many 
places  washed  away  the  gum  oozing  out  of  the  incisions  in  the 
matured  poppy-heads. 

Constantinople,  June  15. — The  only  transaction  to  report 
duiiog  the  past  week  is  5  cases  "  Druggists,"  at  8s.  id.  per  lb.  The 
heavy  rains  that  fell  during  the  early  part  of  the  week  have  done 
some  damage  to  the  crop  in  the  low  lying  districts  of  Asiatic 
Turkey.  The  highland  districts  have,  however,  benefited  by  the 
rain,  and  in  consequence  will,  no  doubt,  make  up  for  the  damage 
done  in  the  low-lands,  and  thus  the  estimated  yield  of  5,500  to 
6,000  cases  will  not  in  any  way  be  effected  at  present.  The 
market  is  strong,  with  an  upward  tendency. 
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Potash  Prussiate  has  declined  slightly,  English  yellow 
being  now  offered  at  5\d.  to  b\d.  per  lb.,  and  Beckton  make 
at  b^d. 

Quinine  — Notwithstanding  the  good  result  of  the  Amster- 
dam birk-^ale,  the  maiket  closed  last  week  at  a  reduction  of 
\d.  per  oz.,  October  delivery  selling  at  Is.  3^d  ,  and  December 
at  Is.  Qd.,  the  decline  being  due  to  the  fairly  heavy  ship- 
ments of  bark  from  Java  for  the  first  half  of  June.  Since 
then,  however,  the  second-hand  market  has  steadied  itself, 
though  little  business  has  been  done,  a  few  thousand  ounces 
having  sold  for  October  delivery  at  Is.  3-^d.,  and  December 
at  Is.  4|<Z  per  oz.  The  exports  of  quinine  from  Java  in 
January  1901  amounted  to  184  cases,  of  which  180  cases 
were  shipped  to  New  York  in  four  separate  consignments  ; 
the  remaining  four  cases  went  to  Genoa.  For  the  corre- 
sponding month  of  1900  and  1899  352  cases  and  71  cases 
respectively  were  expoited. 

At  the  auctions  held  at  Batavia  to-day  2,800  kilos.  Ed.  II.  sold 
at  an  average  of  22jfl.  per  kilo,  (about  equal  to  9£c.  Amsterdam 
unit).  At  the  last  auction,  on  May  15,  an  average  of  23|fl.  was 
paid.    The  next  auction  will  be  held  on  July  24. 

Saffron  is  quiet,  finest  Valencia  being  quoted  from  first- 
hands  at  24s.  per  lb.,  net. 

Seeds. — Anise,  nothing  doing.  Coriander  easier  at  12s.  to 
12s  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary  to  good  Morocco.  Cumin  lower 
at  30.?.  per  cwt.  for  Morocco.  Fenugreek  steady  at  6s.  to  6s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.  Dutch  Caraways  quiet  at  25s.  per  cwt.  Linseed 
firm  at  55s.  per  quarter  for  good  clean.  Canary  very  slow  of 
sale  at  32s.  Qd.  per  quarter  for  Turkish. 

Shellac. — Quiet,  with  sales  on  the  spot  at  steady  rate?, 
including  second  orange  TN  at  60s.  for  fair  ;  AC  garnet  slow 
of  sale  at  62s.  for  go  3d.  For  arrival  TN  has  been  sold  at 
59s.,  c.i.f.,  near  at  hand. 

Spices. — The  market  is  slow  and  trade  small  as  usual  at 
this  time  of  year.  At  auction  on  Wednesday  Cochin  Ginger 
wa3  lower  for  rough,  small  to  fair  washed  partly  selling  at 
35s.  Qd.  to  35s.  per  cwt. ;  cut  kinds  were  steady,  but  only  a 
few  cases  sold,  bold  at  90s.  to  95s ,  tips  at  36s.  Qd.  to  38s. 
per  cwt.,  the  remainder  being  bought  in  at  55s.  for  small,  at 
57s.  Qd.  to  60s.  for  unassorted  native  cut,  and  at  75s.  for 
medium;  cuttings  were  bought  in  at  35s.  per  cwt.  Good 
washed  African  was  bought  in  at  36s.,  and  Japan  at  34s. 
per  cwt.  Jamaica  partly  sold  at  steady  prices  ;  common  at 
35s.  to  39s.,  middling  to  fair  at  42s.  Qd.  to  45s ,  and  good 
at  53s.  per  cwt.  Zanzibar  Cloves  are  higher  at  3\ld.  per 
lb.  for  future  delivery.  Penang  sold  at  Q'ld.  per  lb.  for 
good  fair,  good  brighi  being  bought  in  at  8±d.  per  lb. 
Pimento  steady,  none  offered  at  auction.  Fine  red  picked 
Ceylon  Chillies  sold  at  54s.  per  cwt.  Ordinary  stalky 
Zanzibar  were  bought  in  at  35s.,  and  fine  Japan  at  46s. 
per  cwt.  Capsicums  sold  at  23s.  to  23s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for 
bright  red  cherries.  Cinnamon-chips  were  bought  in  at 
2?d.  to  34.  per  lb.  for  ordinary.  China-cinnamon  was  bought 
in  at  30s.,  and  new  selected  Cassia-lignea  at  47s.  Qd.  to  50s. 
per  cwt.  West  India  Nutmegs  are  easier,  but  Mace  steady. 
Black  Pepper  slow,  but  prices  nominally  unchanged  ;  good 
Alleppy  was  held  for  5|d.,  and  fine  Calicut  was  bought  in 
at  Q\d.  per  lb.  White  also  very  quiet,  good  Ptnang  was 
withdrawn  at  9^.  per  lb. 

Sulphur. — A  report  from  Messina  states  that  the  market 
during  May  was  in  a  depressed  and  declining  condition, 
speculators  sellirg  freely  under  market  rates  for  spot  and 
future  delivery.  The  Anglo-Sicilian  Company  will  practi- 
cally control  the  market  until  July,  when  the  new  meltings 
begin.  The  company,  quitting  the  apathy  in  which  they 
have  remained  for  so  many  months,  began  buying,  seconds 
for  preference,  which  are  scarcer  than  thirds.  The  offerings, 
however,  were  only  few,  and  for  small  lot'.  The  pur- 
chases sufficed  to  frighten  sellers,  who  withdrew  entirely. 
The  market  is  now  very  firm,  with  an  upward  tendency,  as 
the  syndicate  hope  to  advance  prices  still  further,  and  have 
raised  their  prices  for  futures  also.  It  is  hardly  possible 
that  the  market,  however,  can  be  upheld  when  the  new 
meltings  begin  in  July,  but  until  then  the  syndicate  entirely 
controls  the  position.  Best  unmixed  seconds  are  quoted 
79s.  9d. ;  best  thirds,  69s. ;  refined  block,  82s. ;  refined  roll, 
89s.  Qd.  per  ton  of  13  Sicilian  cantars,  f.o.b.  Sublimed 
flowers  in  bags,  99s.  Qd. ;  superior,  96s.  Qd. ;  and  current, 
94s.  Qd.  per  ton  of  20  cwt ,  f.o.b. 


London  Drug- auctions. 

The  auctions  to-day  were  composed  of  new  and  second-hand 
drugs,  and  a  goodly  proportion  of  the  latter  had  been  previously 
offered.  The  tone  altogether  was  duller  than  usual.  A  pro- 
minent feature  was  again  the  abundant  supply  of  Jamaica  honey, 
but  there  were  no  orders  for  it.  The  Rio  ipecacuanha  was  of 
better  quality  than  has  been  offered  of  late.  It  was  firmly  held, 
as  was  also  Cartagena.  Calumba  of  medium  and  low  grades  was 
abundantly  offered,  and  little  of  it  changed  hands.  Cardamoms 
were  well  represented,  and  met  a  decline  of  2d.  to  3d. ;  fine  grades 
were  neglected.  Turmeric  was  in  large  supply,  and  all  bought  in. 
The  Tinnevelly  senna  offered  was  mostly  medium  and  low  stuff, 
which  sold  as  usual.  Grey  Jamaica  sarsaparilla  was  scarce,  and 
sold  at  a  slight  advance.  The  following  table  shows  the  total 
quantity  of  goods  offered  and  sold,  the  figures  referring  to  the 
original  packages  (bales,  caies,  boxes,  kegs,  barrels,  &e.) :  — 

Offered  Sold  Offered  Sold 

Aconite  (Jap.)    20  ...  0  Ipecacuanha  (Rio)  47  ...  8 

Ajowan  seed   50  ...  0      Jalap   20  ...  0 

Albumen    32  ...  0      Kamala   4  ...  0 

Aloes—                                   I  Kino    10  ...  0 

Cape    17  ...  12      Kola    45  ...  0 

Curacao   (boxes)  51  ...  22      Lemon-juice   15  ...  0 

(gourds)   200  ...  200      Lime-juice    28  ...  0 

East  African   19  ...  0      Liquorice  juice          20  ...  0 

Socotrine    48  ...  15        root  (Russ.)    51  ...  fl 

Zanzibar    18  ...  0      Menthol   10  ...  10 

Ambergris   9  ...  2  Monsonia  ovata  ...  5  ...  0 

Ammoniacum    25  ...  0   !  Musk   15  ...  0 

Anise   88  ...  20      Myrrh    10  ...  0 

Anise,  star    10  ...  0      Nux  vomica    300  ...  300 

Anuatto-seed    21  ...  0  Oil- 
Antimony   56  ...  0         absinthe    1  ...  0 

Areca   20  ...  0         anise  (Russ.)   5  ...  0 

Argol  ( i.ust.)    1  ...  0         castor  (Ital.)   25...  0 

Asafetida   143  ...  109   ,      cinnamon   1  ...  0 

Balsam  copaiba  ...  18  ...  8         citronella    2  ...  0 

Tolu   24  ...  3         cocoanut    1  ...  0 

Benzoin —                                     cod-liver    25  ...  0 

Palembang    38  ...  0         eucalyptus    40  ...  0 

Siam    23  ...  0         fennel    1  ...  0 

Sumatra    97  ...  3         geranium   2  ...  0 

Bird-lime    20  ...  0         lemon....   25  ...  0 

Buchu    52  ...  2        limo    7  ...  4 

Calumba    474  ...  75  neroli  (botts  )  ...  113  ...  113 

Camphor  (Jap)                               orange    8  ...  0 

(refined;  42  ...  42   i      peppermint    7  ...  0 

Canellaalba   10...  0         rose  (E.I.)   19...  0 

Cannabis  indica  ...  38  ...  0         sassafras    4  ...  0 

Cardamoms    378  ...  186   '      wintergreen   1  ...  0 

Cascara  sagrada  ...  100  ...  40      Opium      4  ...  0 

Cascarilla   26...  8    :  Orange  peel    29...  11 

Cashew-nuts   32  ...  0      Orchella-weed   3  ...  0 

Cassia  fistula    43  ...  8    ;  Orris    22  ...  0 

Chaulmoogra-seed  25  ...  0  Patchouli-leaves  ...  22  ...  0 

Chillies!   20  ...  0  :  Quassia-powder  ...  10  ...  0 

Chiretta   55  ...  0    j      wood  (tons)    £0  ...  0 

Cinchona    10  ...  0      Quinine   3  ...  0 

Coca-leaves    £9  ...  14   .  Rhubarb    126  ...  6 

Cocculus  indicus...  77  ...  0   ;  Saffron   1  ...  0 

Condurango   10  ...  0      Sarsaparilla   43  ...  16 

Croton  seed   14  ...  7  Senna— 

Cubebs    216  ...  0        Alexandrian   7  ...  0 

Cumin-seed    75  ...  0         Tinnevelly    195  ...  31 

Cus-cus   31  ...  0      Squills    33  ...  0 

Cuttle-fish  bone  ...  21  ...  1      Strophantus    5  ...  0 

Dandelion   24  ...  0  :  Tamarinds   204  ...  49 

Divi  Divi    14  ...  11      Tonka-beans   11  ...  0 

Dragon's-blood   17  ...  4      Tragacanth    14...  9 

Elemi   4  ...  0      Turmeric    501  ...  0 

Ergot   14  ...  0      Vermilion   6  ...  0 

Euphorbium   12  ...  0  Wax  (bees'j— 

Galls   20  ...  0    :      Australian   20  ...  1 

Gamboge    30  ...  8        Cuban    8  ...  0 

Gentian....   21  ...  0         EaH  Indian   58...  0 

Guaiacum   4  ...  0         Hayti   5  ...  0 

Gum  acacia    3L  ...  2         Italian    5  ...  0 

sandarac    7  ...  0        Jamaica   80  ...  55 

Honey  (Australian)  123  ...  0   :      Madagascar   82  ...  82 

Cuban    5  ...  0         Morocco    36  ...  0 

German   4  ...  0         Mozambique   4  ...  0 

Jamaica   631  ...  80         Spanish   33  ...  0 

Ipeeaa aiha —                               Zanzibar    55  ...  25 

(Cartagena)   34  ...  4      Wax,  Japan   55  ...  0 

Aloes  — Of  Curacoa  in  gourds  200  were  offered  "  without 
reserve  "  and  sold  at  20s.  per  cwt.  for  small  to  medium  sizes 
containing  fair  brown  to  dull  liver  ;  fine  bright  liver  was 
represented  by  8  boxes  which  sold  readily  at  35s.    Of  another 


1008  THE  CHEMIST 


lot  of  43  boxes,  14  of  black  and  capey  mixed,  sold  at  17s.  to 
18s.  per  cwt.  Cape  aloes  sold  at  rather  firmer  prices,  22s. 
to  22s.  6d.  being  paid  for  fair  seconds,  and  21s.  for  dullish 
and  drossy  ditto.  Socotrine  in  kegs  sold  at  72s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  for  softish. 

Anise. — Fair  Russian  partly  sold  at  18s.  per  cwt. 

Asaketida. — A  new  parcel  from  Bussorah  was  offered,  and 
sold  without  much  competition  at  from  60s.  to  65s.  per  cwt. 
for  good  brownish  almondy  block,  partly  loose  ;  and  at  from 
45s.  to  50s.  for  medium  block. 

Balsam  Copaiba.— Three  casks  of  cloudy  Maranham 
were  held  for  2s.  4<Z.  per  lb.,  seven  cases  of  pale  to  dark 
opaque  from  Puerto  Colombo  sold  at  from  Is.  bd.  to  Is.  b^d., 
and  for  opaque  Cartagena  Is.  Id.  was  paid. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Three  case3  in  large  tins  sold  at  Is.  to 
Is.  Id.  per  lb.    Small  tins  were  held  for  Is.  bd. 

Benzoin. — -There  was  no  demand  for  Sumatra  gum  to-day, 
and  the  only  sale  was  a  lot  of  2  cases  put  up  without 
reserve,  which  sold  at  81.  5s  per  cwt.  for  good  fair  Sumatra 
seconds.  Good  glassy  Palembacg  was  bought  in  at  52s.  6d. 
Siam  gum  was  also  neglected,  a  bid  of  111.  10s.  being 
refused  for  blocky  pea  and  bean  size  loose  almonds. 

Buchu-leaves. — The  supplies  offered  to-day  were  larger 
than  had  been  expected,  consequently  there  was  no  public 
demand.  Immediately  after  the  auctions,  however,  several 
bids  of  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  were  made  for  the  2  parcels  offered  ; 
the  importer's  price  was  Is.  2d.,  and  at  this  figure  several 
parcels  of  good  green  round  leaf  changed  hands  subse- 
quently. A  few  bales  sold  in  the  sale  at  lOd.  per  lb.  for 
faded  and  yellow  description. 

Calumba. — In  excessive  supply,  and  cheaper.  Fairly 
bold  natural  sorts  sold  at  12s.  6d.,  and  not  quite  so  good  at 
lis.,  with  sea-damaged  at  10s.  per  cwt.  For  good  bright 
yellow  washed  45s.  was  wanted. 

Camphor. — A  string  of  42  cases  Japanese  refined  (Sumi- 
tomo brand),  in  1-oz.  tablets,  sold  without  reserve  at  2s.  2\d , 
advancing  to  2s.  Hd  ,  the  bulk  at  the  lower  figure. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Quiet  in  auction,  but  privately  sales 
have  been  made  of  fair  tops  at  2s.  per  lb. 

Cardamoms  were  from  2d.  to  3d.  per  lb.  lower  in  auction 
to-day,  fine  grades  being  neglected.  The  following  prices 
were  paid: — Ceylon-Mj sores  :  Good  bold  pale  round,  3s.  5^.; 
medium  to  bold  ditto,  2s.  bd.  to  2s.  10d.;  medium  ditto, 
2s.  Id.  to  2s.  %d. ;  small  and  medium  pale,  Is.  Id  to  2s. ; 
brown  and  split,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  bd.  Seeds,  according  to 
quality,  sold  at  from  Is.  6^.  to  2s.  Ceylon-Malabar,  Is.  bd. 
per  lb.  for  good  small.  Of  Mangalore,  14  packages  offered, 
and  sold,  at  2s.  lOd.  to  2s.  lid.  for  bold  round,  2s.  to  2s.  Hd. 
for  medium  bold,  and  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  lid.  for  small  and 
medium  ;  splits  and  pickings,  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  bd. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Tendicg  firmer;  rough  and  dark 
bark  sold  at  26s.  per  cwt.  in  auction. 

Cascarilla. — A  parcel  of  20  bales  new  crop  was  offered, 
of  which  a  little  thin  small  and  daik  quill  sold  at  50s.  ; 
another  lot  of  6  bales,  paitly  consisting  of  bold  broken 
silvery  quill,  sold  at  65s. ;  and  thin  and  stringy  ditto  at  48s  , 
subject. 

Cassia  Fistula. — Gocd  bold  pod,  part  rattly,  from 
Dominica  sold  cheaply  at  20s.  per  cwt. 

Chiretta  was  bought  in  at  3\d.  per  lb.  for  good,  the 
broker  intimating  that  he  was  sellirjg  at  Zf  privately. 

Coca-leaves. — Good  bright  Ceylon  realised  Is.  Id.  to 
Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Dragon's-blood  sold  at  rather  firmer  prices,  111  to 
11Z.  2s.  6d.  per  cwt.  being  paid  for  2  cases  of  fine  bright 
native-picked  lump  ;  and  for  dullish  and  seedy  ditto  81.  5s. 
to  81.  lbs.  was  paid;  fair  thin  reeds,  nicely  wrapped,  weie 
bought  in  at  91.  10s. 

Ergot. — Neglected  ;  for  fair  rather  small  Spanish  2s.  4d. 
was  wanted. 

Gamboge. — Good  dry  Siam  pipe  of  old  import  sold  at 
10Z.  to  101.  2s.  Qd.,  and  pickings  at  81.  10s.  to  81.  12s,  6d. 
per  cwt. 
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Honey. — Jamaica  was  neglected  and  lower.  Pale  amber 
to  dark  liquid,  in  barrels,  eold  at  21s.  to  23s.  6d  ,  and  very 
dark  ditto,  in  cases,  18s.  to  20s. ;  half-set  white,  in  barrels,  21s. 
per  cwt.    A  parcel  of  358  packages  Jamaica  was  bought  in. 

Ipecacuanha.— Firmly  held.  Of  Rio  8  bales  were  sold 
"  on  account  of  whom  it  may  concern,"  at  from  10s.  lid. 
to  lis.  9d.  per  lb.  Four  bales  of  Cartagena  sold  at  6s  ,  and 
a  bid  of  6s.  is  to  be  submitted  for  another  parcel.  Five  bags 
of  nice  clean  root  were  held  by  one  broker  at  7s. 

Menthol. — Lower.  Ten  cases  of  good  dry  white  crystals, 
Kobayashi  brand,  sold  without  reserve  at  10s.  6d.  to  10s.  Id. 
per  lb. 

Nux  Vomica. — For  small  to  medium  dullish  seed  from 
Bombay  5s.  9d  per  cwt.,  subject,  was  paid  for  200  bags ;  a  bid 
of  4s.  3d.  is  to  be  submitted  for  100  bags  of  pickings. 

Oil,  Castor. — In  auction  25  cases  medicinal  Italian  were 
held  at  3f    per  lb. 

Oil,  Lime. — Four  cases  of  West  Indian  distilled,  lying  at 
a  private  warehouse,  sold  without  reserve  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Neroli. — In  auction  107  bottles,  catalogued  as  finest 
Bigarade,  sold  at  5s.  lOd.  per  oz. 

Orange-peel. — Dull  thin  Maltese  strip  sold  without 
reserve  at  from  2d.  to  2\d.  per  lb.,  and  for  a  case  of  good 
blight  bd.  was  paid. 

Rhubarb. — Slow  of  sale.  Of  60  cases  offered  by  one 
broker,  two  cases  sold  at  Is.  6^.  for  medium  round  Shensi 
with  three  quarters  pinky  fracture,  and  one-quarter  grey  and 
dark  ;  a  case  of  flat  Shensi,  half  grey  and  half  dark,  sold  at 
Is.  <\d.  per  lb.,  subject,  and  for  a  case  of  round  ditto,  similar 
fracture,  a  bid  of  Is.  2d.  is  to  be  submitted.  Two  cases  of 
Shensi  were  put  up  without  reserve,  and  sold  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb. 
for  good  bold  round,  of  orange  coat,  with  half  pinky  and  half 
grey  and  dark  centres.  Of  a  string  of  26  cases,  High  dried, 
two  cases  of  small  to  medium  flat,  with  three-quarters  grey 
and  one-quarter  dark  fracture,  sold  at  8d.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — Grey  Jamaica,  of  which  8  bales  only 
were  shown,  was  Id.  dearer,  good  sound  fibrous  selling 
at  from  Is.  bd  to  Is.  6d ,  and  first-class  sea-damaged  at 
Is.  4^.  per  lb.  Of  Lima  Jamaica,  15  bales  offered,  and  were 
bought  in,  the  broker  intimating  that  he  was  selling  pri- 
vately at  Is.  2d.  Common  rough  Guayaquil  was  represented 
by  four  bales,  which  sold  at  from  8d.  to  9d.  per  lb.  for 
damaged.  Bright-red  native  Jamaica  sold  at  10gfZ.,  and 
yellow  ditto  at  6^d. 

Senna. — Good  green  Tinnevelly  leaf  was  not  offered,  the 
bulk  being  of  the  ordinary  specky  and  common  grade  which 
sold  at  from  \d.  to  Id.  per  lb. ;  a  few  bales  of  small  and 
medium  greenish  leaf  sold  at  from  l\d.  to  2\d.  per  lb. 
Tinnevelly  pods  were  \d.  to  Id.  cheaper,  pale  to  dark  selling 
at  from  4^.  to  H\d.  per  lb. 

Squills. — Fair  dry  bright  squill  from  Messina  can  be  had 
at  2\d.  to  2\d.  per  lb.,  and  dull  ditto  l\d. 

Tamarinds. — Twenty  packages  fair  palish  Antigua  realised 
lis.  per  cwt ,  and  for  18  barre'.s  also  from  Antigua  offered  by 
another  broker,  10s.  was  paid  ;  five  packages  of  pasty  Mont- 
serrat  sold  at  9s.  6d.  Several  parcels  of  black  Madras 
tamarinds  were  bought  in  at  nominal  prices. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Madagascar  was  in  good  demand  and  some- 
what scarce  ;  pale  to  dark-brown  sold  readily  at  from  61.  lbs. 
to  61.  lis.  6d.  per  cwt.  Small  supplies  of  Zanzibar  were 
also  catalogued,  and  the  bulk  was  sold  at  from  61.  to 
61  lis.  6d.  Jamaica  was  2s.  6d.  to  5s.  cheaper,  fine  bright 
red  and  yellow  to  dark  brown  and  mixed  selling  at  from 
11.  15s.  to  8/  A  bag  of  good  Australian  sold  at  11.  5s.,  and 
for  4  bags  of  wormy  Mozambique,  in  rolls,  61.  10s.  was  paid. 


St.  Helens  and  the  United  Alkali  Company. — The  Court  of 
Appeal  on  June  18  refused  the  application  of  the  United  Alkali 
Company  for  a  retrial  of  the  case  against  them  by  the  St.  Helens 
Corporation,  arising  from  the  chlorate  explosion  in  May,  1899. 
The  Master  of  the  Rolls  said  the  negligence  of  the  defendants 
consisted  -in  bringing  into  a  wooden  building,  in  which  large 
quantities  of  chlorate  of  potassium  were  stored,  empty  kegs  from 
Bryant  &  Mays'  which  contained  something — perhaps,  match- 
substance — that  produced  a  spark,  and  the  result  was  the  fierce 
fire  and  explosion.  The  defendants  were,  therefore,  liable  for  the 
damages  caused  to  plaintiffs'  gas-works, 


